YOUR NEW FULL SEASON STARTS HERE! 






ORIGINAL 



& BEST WEEKLY 






Opening Week 
hotspots revealed 

















Richw#rth 

Where Quality Counts r ^5 Supplies I 


TIP OF 
THE 
WEEK 

HAMPSHIRE spessy 
ace OIRie Johnson 
reckons now is the 
time to get out and 
catch yourself an 
early season chub or 
three. 

Ollie said: “Bread 
flake is a great 
early season bait, 
especially for chub on 
public access waters. 

A piece of flake on a size 6 
hook underneath a buoyant 
chubber with no free offerings 
will often fool several fish in a 


“For added attraction, dip 
the hook bait in a bait glug. 
This gives extra casting weight 
if you decide to freeline, and it 
leaks flavour into the water.” 


summer evening. leaxs flavour into tne water. 

Check out the full baits range at: www.richworth.com 



55.4% of British record 


■ TATTOO ARTIST Charlie Coppolo 
is back on the trail of specimen 
fish, and landed a rudd brace of 
2 lb 9 oz and 2 lb 6 oz. 

The 33-year-old Great Wakering, 
Essex, angler said: "I have been 
bouncing around, not really 
knowing what to do with myself 
post-lockdown, doing bits of canal 


and beach fishing here and there. 

“I was ecstatic to finally 
kick-off my rudd season. I had 
two days in a row, and the fishing 
was exceptionally tough. But after 
fining right down to a size 18 hook, 
8 mm bread punch and 2 lb hook 
length, I managed to ‘buy’ a few 
bites,” added Charlie. 


A 



PERCH - 3 lb 12 oz 

60.4% of British record 


■ GARETH GREENFIELD topped an 
impressive perch catch with this 
3 lb 12 oz stripy. 

The 41-year-old forklift operator 


added others of 3 lb 9 oz, 3 lb 7 oz, 

2 lb 14 oz and three of 1 lb 8 oz from 
his local Glamorgan AC-run Treoes 
Lake, in South Wales. 

Bridgend-based Garth alternated 
feeder and waggler to present 
prawns, and only stopped catching 
perch when carp invaded his swim. 



■ PAUL HESELTINE smashed 
his tench personal best with this 
immaculate 11 lb 6 oz giant. 

The 36-year-old warehouse 
operative and manager of 
Castaway PVA tackled Swan Lake, 
at Northamptonshire's Bluebell 
Lakes complex, for the fish, which 
was 4 oz above his old best. 

East Retford, Nottinghamshire- 
based Paul said: “I was targeting 
carp, but I do get occasional tench 
by fishing in the style that I do. 

“I mostly just fish for a bite at 
a time, due to the nature of the 
venue, as it gets a lot of bait from 
different anglers on a daily basis. 

“This large specimen fell to a 


trimmed-down Shimano Isolate 
LM94 pop-up, to create a small 
wafter, feeding pigeon conditioner, 
corn and crushed and chopped 
LM94 boiiies. 

“I fished small spots tight to the 
margins, placed with a baitboat. 
This is a method which has done 
very well for me on Swan, and it's 
very different from the normal 
approach. 

“The rig was made with PB 
Products Jelly Wire coated braid, 
with a small section stripped back 
to create a hinge, and a size 6 wide 
gape hook. 

“I had another tench of about 
8 lb in the session," added Paul. 


Contact the Mail 01252 555051 (to report news) 0330 333 1113 (subscription enquiries). 
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C ATFISH ace Dan Winston 
was thrilled to break the 
'ton' barrier for the first time 
with this 103 lb 8 oz giant, 
which he has named Boris, 
after Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson allowed fishing when 
lockdown measures began to 
ease. 

Dan offered a massive string 
often 20 mm CatMaster 
Tackle Red Supreme pellets 
on a ‘brick' running rig with a 
GMT 2/0 Pellet/Boilie hook at 
Swallow Pool, in Bedfordshire. 
The 44-year-o!d sealant 


applicator from Dagenham, 
Essex, said: "It was my first 
outing of the season and it all 
came good. 

“My target was to catch 
a cat out of this notoriously 
unforgiving venue, but my 
‘heart aim' was a new PB and, 
dare I say, a UK ‘ton’. 

"At just after midnight on 
the first night, my middle rod 
screamed into the beautiful 
Delkim song. I was then bent 
into a powerful fish giving 
deliberate slow surges. 

“After a great battle, a very 


muscular beast graced my mat, 
measuring just under 2 metres. 

"The needle pulled round 
to a magical 103 lb 8 oz, 
and I was like jelly, stunned 
and excited. It was an 
indescribable feeling. I’d done 
it, my target and mission was 
accomplished. 

“With the great honour of 
being able to name this fish, 
as it is a new ‘ton’, I thought 
long and hard with my fishing 
buddies, Jackie and Jay Proud. 
It is now known as Boris, the 
after-lockdown 'ton'.’’ 




this June 16, 
2020 issue. 



IT’S THE NEW 
SEASON ISSUE! 

GLORIOUS June 16th has heralded 
the traditional full new season, 
as rivers and drains reopen in 
England and Wales, along with 
some stillwaters that held back 
until now. We celebrate the all-in 
throughout this week’s issue. 


News 

Top tench of the year? 

5 Amazing run of big carp 

6 River sport set for boost 

7 MeetSupergran 

8 Gallery of latest top catches 
11 Power leads Fish’O’charge 

Changes for Evesham Festival 


Features 


Wayne Swinscoe - special Q&A 
with a legend of the RiverTrent 
16 Steve Collett - river fishing 
legally before the'Glorious 16th’ 

2C John Bailey - rivers of blood 
2 A Jack Perks - beavers comeback 
26 Shawn Kittridge - special guest 
on his varied life in angling 
3C TopTips—advice including 
great hints for rivers and f loaters 
32 Dr Ian Welch - reading rivers 
34 Dave Coster - classic hooks 
38 Colin Davidson - longer-life bait 
40 Mike Salisbury - takes his wife 
42 Dave Tipping-fie Id of dreams 
Richard Howard’s Gear of Week 
46 Where To Fish - Opening Week 
Special as our unrivalled regional 
columnists reveal hotspots galore 
61AM fans’ proudest catches 
62 Your Views - the best letters page 
in angling. And a crossword puzzle. 



DAN WINSTON wins a bumper 


£100 box of brilliant new SMC 


(Sweet Maple Cream) bait. 
With the 2019/20 Fish Of 



The Week year now 
completed, 
well soon 
reveal who 
is the overall ■ 
FOTW champ. 
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News 


GOT A STORY? Email news editor Thomas Petch: anglersmail@ti-media.com Or call 01252 555051. 


EDITOR’S LETTER 



New season as a 
pursuit for ALL 


WE’RE OFF... again! As if 
one fishing restart were not 
enough, when lockdown 
began to ease, the full 
2020/21 season began 
at the very point that this 
AM issue hit the shops, on 
June 16. 

There’s an extra reason 
to be upbeat today, and 
it’s not just because we're 
allowed to fish all rivers, 
drains and stillwaters with 
a traditional season. The 
reason? Most tackle shops 
are now trading, under 
Covid-19 guidelines. 

Worries won’t evaporate 
overnight, but it’s a new 
beginning for those who 
kept their jobs. Likewise, 
it’s ‘all systems go’ for 
tackle and bait suppliers, 
as demand surges. We 
hope that they all enjoy a 
fantastic summer’s trading. 

IT CANNOT have escaped 
your attention that there’s 
a rise in family fishing. With 
most kids at home, and 
parents eager to find safe 
but fun pursuits, angling 
has become even more 
inclusive. Partners, dads, 
grandads, uncles, mates... 
so many relationships are 
now bonding closer through 
shared time near the water. 

My other half happily 
sketched beside me while I 
did some floater fishing the 
other evening, now that she 
has a club membership. She 
demands that we MUST 
visit every club venue. I will 
not be arguing with that 
idea! As you’ll see in p.40, 
Mike Salisbury’s missus 
feels exactly the same way. 

ENJOY this week’s issue. If 
you like rivers, the Where To 
Fish section is a real treat! 



How heavy was this tench? 
Matthew Knight is no stranger 
to catching specimen fish, 
but he was left to ponder the 
weight of this jumbo tench. 


Top tench of year? 

• Bigger than captor’s 12 lb 4 oz PB • Unprepared for anything massive 


M atthew knight 

recorded one of the 
biggest tench of the year with a 
green giant that he’s convinced 
weighed over his personal best 
of 12 lb 4oz. 

The experienced big fish ace 
nabbed the huge tench during 
a stalking trip, but he forgot to 
bring his scales, so returned the 
fish unweighed. 

With a PB list that also 
includes carp to 50 lb 4 oz, 1 lb 
2 oz dace, eel 7 lb 4 oz, bream 
14 lb, rudd 2 lb 13 oz and perch 
3 lb, Matthew is convinced that 
he caught his best tench. 

The 36-year-old estate 


manager from Hartley Wintney, 
Hampshire, explained: “I caught 
a huge female tench on an 
evening fishing trip with my 
fiancee, Kate Rivers, and we 
were a little unprepared for such 
a whopper. I’ve caught a few 
doubles over the years, and my 
PB is 12 lb 4 oz. 

"When this beast appeared, 

I was a little gutted that I left 
my scales at home. I know the 
rough weight of it, and I can tell 
you that it’s the biggest tench 
I’ve ever caught and may ever 
catch. I have a nice memory of 
returning her. 

"It was the only tench that 


evening. We targeted an area 
that is popular with carp 
anglers, knowing that traditional 
tench tactics don’t seem to 
work on this water, the tench 
being tuned into carp baits. 

“We were geared up to catch 
tench and carp, fishing a small 
running lead with a 10 in. 15 lb 
Gardner Invisi-Link hook link to 
a size 8 Korda Kurv hook. 

“I caught her on a 10 mm 
Mainline Cell homemade hook 
bait, presented over matching 
pellets and corn at 40 yards. 

"I knew it was a tench straight 
away. She put up a good scrap 
fora rotund lady.” 


Heavyweight 
on a float 



PHILIP MILDENHALL notched up 
one of the biggest tench ever on 
float tactics with this 10 lb 8 oz 
tinea from his syndicate water. 

The 35-year-old meter reader 
from St Mary Bourne, Hampshire, 
said: “I was fishing a rod length 
out in 7 ft of water, just off a line 
of reeds, with a medium-sized 
dendrobaena worm on a size 12 
micro-barb hook to a 5 lb hook 
length and 6 lb main line. 

“I loosefed DNA Baits Crayfish 
Mini Mix, pellets and corn little 
and often. 

“The fish tore off into the 
middle of the lake, then travelled 
left, into some tree snags. I kept 


steady pressure on the fish, and 
it worked its way out into open 
water and I netted her. 

“I love float fishing the margins 
for all species, and I also like 
targeting the same syndicate 


lake’s big carp on carp gear. 

“I also caught a 2 lb 1 oz roach 
on corn, but the only photograph 
of it I have is on my unhooking 
mat, as no one was around to take 
one at the time." 
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• Jumbo carp at two venues for ace • Vacant Point swim • Heavyweights and run of 30s 


Tom Maker had an incredible 
run of big carp at Linear 
Fisheries, which included this 
ghost common of 37 lb, from 
a swim that had just been 
vacated by another carper. 



S OMERSET carp ace and 
guide Tom Maker hauled 
huge carp at an incredible rate 
at two venues. 

Tom kicked off at Shropshire’s 
The Avenue, run by RH 
Fisheries, where he landed 
mirrors of 52 lb 4 oz, 42 lb 4 oz 
and 40 lb 10 oz, along with a 
43 lb 14 oz common. 

He then went about trying 
to find a venue for a second 
session, and ended up at 
Brasenose Two, at Oxford’s 
Linear Fisheries, where he had 
an even bigger hit, catching 13 
30-pounders, topped by a 37 lb 
ghostie, 19 over 20 lb and two 
doubles, in 36 hours. 

Tom, 29, a consultant for Fox 
International and Sticky Baits, 
explained: “I was on cloud nine’ 
after landing a trio of 40s, but 
the 52 lb 4 oz mirror tipped 
me over the edge. I was lost for 
words. 

“I wanted a second session. 
After an extremely stressful 
and eventful day travelling 
eight hours to three different 
complexes to find a swim, I 
eventually gave it one last roll of 
the dice, dropping into Linear on 
my way home. 

“I was hoping that someone 
would be leaving in the evening. 
As luck would have it, and I 
mean pure luck, the Point Swim 
on B2 (Brasenose Two) had not 
long been vacated. No one else 
rushed round to claim the peg, 
as they were chilling in the sun, 
enjoying a BBQ, so in I went. 

“I filled a bucket with 16 mm 
Sticky Baits The Krill Active 
boilies, com and a few leftover 
tigers, then proceeded to 
Spomb the bucket of contents 


to an area of clay that I had 
found. 

“As I haven’t fished Linear for 
some time, I was really up for a 
hectic session, provided I could 
get the fish going. 

“After presenting three 
12 mm Peach & Pepper pop-ups 
over the top of the bucket mix, 
it didn’t take long to get a bite 


from a mirror of over 30 lb, 
which was swiftly followed by 
another 30. To cap it off, the 
next bite resulted in another 30. 

“B2 hasn’t always been 
renowned for having lots of 
30s in it, but the fish have piled 
weight on and grown lots in the 
past 18 months. 

“Knowing that I could be on 


for a bit of a red-letter session, I 
fed four-to-six Spombfuls of bait 
after each bite, to keep the fish 
in the area. 

“To say the action was 
off the scale would be an 
understatement. 

“The average stamp of fish 
was like nothing I have ever 
experienced,” concluded Tom. 




Tom’s catches at The Avenue were topped by a 52 lb 4 oz mirror carp 
(left). He was just as chuffed with a hefty common carp (above), 
commenting: “I doubt HI catch many better looking ones, and I very 
much doubt I’ll have one that fights harder. From the get-go, this 
‘thing’ absolutely ran me ragged. It was 43 lb 14 oz of pure muscle.” 
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News 


GOT A STORY? Email news editor Thomas Petch: anglersmail@ti-media.com Or call 01252 555051. 


River sport boosts 


• Fish spawning success • Top club reveals rush • Help for venues 


^THE recent dry weather could 
really boost fish stocks, 
according to a scientist, which 
would provide anglers with 
good sport for years to come. 

As reported last week, England 
recorded the sunniest and 
driest May since records began 
in 1854, and rain in early June 
helped boost dwindling river 
levels. 

Now, as coarse anglers return 
to rivers following the June 16 
reopening, roach ace and 
scientist Dr Mark Everard has 
explained how there could be 
huge recruitment of surviving 
fry this year. 

Great Somerford, 
Wiltshire-based associate 
professor Mark told Angler's 
Mail: "Hot and droughty years 
are always good for coarse fish 
spawning, offering warm and 
food-rich nursery conditions, 
speeding up growth without 
high risk of wash-out of fry. 
There are lots of small fish in 
the margins of the river here. 

“Without the flood 
conditions over many months 
up to the end of the rivers 
Close Season, it is strange 
to see how low the river 
is here and how browned 
the surrounding landscape 
appears by the start of the 
new season. 


"Water stored in the 
landscape has held up flows 
on the chalk rivers, though that 
is now dwindling, and rivers 
like my home Bristol Avon are 
shrinking visibly day by day, with 
algal blooms also forming. 

“Depending on how much 
more rain we get in June, river 
levels are likely to be down, so 
fish might be more spooky and 
up in the water, so fish lighter for 
them,” added Mark. 



ft There are lots 
of small fish in 
the margins of the 
river here. 55 

Mark Everard 


Top organisation the Central 
Association of London Provincial 
Angling Clubs predicts a boom 
in river fishing. 

Long-standing CALPAC 
treasurer John Bygrave said: 

“We are mostly a river club, and 
new memberships have almost 
doubled this year. 

"I think people are coming 
back into the sport, and with 
Covid-19, anglers will have 
something to do all season. 

"I’m also seeing adults 
coming back into the sport as 
their kids want to start fishing, 
so they are starting up again,’’ 
added John. 

Meanwhile, the Angling 
Trust has produced a guide 
called Dry Weather Advice For 
Fisheries, to help venues hit by 
drought. 

National regions manager 
John Cheyne, said: “Prolonged 
dry weather can have a 
detrimental affect on river and 
Stillwater fisheries. 

"For this reason we have 
worked with both the Institute 
of Fisheries Management and 
the EA to put together this 
essential guide to help clubs 
and fisheries manage their 
waters more effectively in 
times of low water." 

View it at: linesonthewater. 
anglingtrust.net 



Worry as Wye goes green 


ARGUABLY Britain’s No.l 
ail-round river for fishing, 
the Wye, has gone green, 
but not in a good way, as 
it’s down to an algal bloom 
in the low-flow venue. 

One ace angler to 
witness the pre-season 


phenomenon is Adam 
Fisher. 

Adam, who owns 
Fishers angling shop in 
Ross-on-Wye, said: “For the 
past three or four years 
the river has turned a 
sickly colour and appeared 


lifeless just as the tourist 
season starts. 

“For the large number of 
visitor-reliant businesses 
up and down the Wye Valley 
preparing to resume after 
the Covid-19 crisis, this is 
nothing short of a disaster.” 


• Looming ban - sea anglers 
in England face being locked 
out of 46 prime angling grounds 
if ministers go ahead with 
recommendations of the Benyon 
Review on marine areas. 

Despite recognising the 
economic importance of sea 
angling, the review panel 
did not include any angling 
representatives. 

Sir Charles Walker MP, chairman 
of the All Party Parliamentary 
Angling Group, said: “It is 
completely unacceptable to seek 
to criminalise either regular sea 
anglers or parents and children 
on holiday who wish to catch a 
few mackerel for tea or a couple 
of bass for sport and to compare 
them with the devastation caused 
by commercial dredging and 
trawling. 

“I shall be making strong 
representations at the highest 
level of government to correct 
the muddled thinking that is 
undermining an otherwise worthy 
piece of work.” 

• Covid-19 death - keen 
angler Steve Field, who appeared 
with a 12 lb 12 oz barbel in Angler’s 
Mail in 2013, has tragically died of 
coronavirus. 

Steve’s son, David, said: “He 
started getting flu-like symptoms 
and it turned out to be Covid-19. 
Sadly, he got worse over two weeks 
and was taken to intensive care at 
the Bristol Royal Infirmary, where 
he went straight onto a ventilator. 

“His kidneys started to 
fail and he was put on dialysis, 
but unfortunately after five days 
he started deteriorating fast and 
died.” 



Steve Field (right) appeared in 
AM with this big Hampshire Avon 
barbel, beside friend Ron Brooke. 


• Drought action - the 

National Drought Group, chaired 
by Environment Agency executive 
director Harvey Bradshaw, 
revealed that England is already 
hitting drought conditions, not 
helped by increased demand for 
washing hands more regularly due 
to Covid-19. 

A statement said: “Hands-off 
flow conditions, which allow us 
to instruct the abstractor to 
reduce or cease abstraction, to 
help protect river flows and the 
biodiversity that they sustain, are 
being reached on some agriculture 
abstraction licences, and more 
of these are likely to be triggered 
with continued dry weather" 
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YOUR ANGLING 
WEEK AHEAD 


Meet Supergran! 

• Back as lockdown eased • Regular walk to tackle lake #10grandkids 



Irene landed this sturgeon during a match, and posed with an old 
Angler's Mail mascot, Fabio Carpi How, at an angling show. 


A N ANGLING-MAD nan 

has revealed how she is 
still going fishing as often as 
possible, despite having to 
walk to her local venue as she 
no longer drives. 

‘Supergran’ Irene Peacock, 
79, is still bagging up at her 
local Ockley Angling Society 
venue, Heathcockhams, in 
Surrey. Dorking-based Irene, 
who has four children and 
ten grandchildren, explained: 
“I’m walking to the lake with 
my home-made Preston/golf 
trolley, as I no longer drive. 

“It is easy getting there, 
but it's getting harder coming 
back. I suspect it is going to 
get harder, as my trolley is on 
its way out, but I’m not giving 
up yet. 

“I started fishing seriously 
when my husband passed 
away ten years ago. I fish a 
minimum of two days a week, 
and fish occasional matches, 
being lucky enough to win the 
club’s pensioners' cup twice. 

“Fortunately, my lake is 
probably less than a quarter 
mile from home. 

“My favourite fish, I think, 
is tench, closely followed by 
linear mirror carp, and my 
best remembered catch came 
during a match, when I landed 
a fair-sized sturgeon. 

“My club has two lakes on 
site at Heathcockhams, and on 
the first day back I fished the 
big lake, which is stocked with 
mostly carp. 

“I decided to fish in close 
near to a patch of water lilies, 
because of the warm weather. I 
used a pole and fed only mixed 
groundbait, dampened so 
that I could mould it into small 
balls. Hook bait was banded 


8 mm Amino pellets on the 
bottom, lowered over a small 
ball of groundbait, 

"I caught 28 carp, a nice 


mixture of commons, mirrors, 
crucians and ghosties. 

“It was a brilliant first day,” 
added Irene. 



A SUBSCRIPTION to Angler’s FfSlB*. 

Mail magazine makes a brilliant \ nfl£/(}/ 
Father’s Day Gift. ' 

I j j /b pil( . 

Remember, Father’s Day */**&»»#; 

is this Sunday, June 21. W / 4s§> 

What better gift to give (or receive) to any man 1** * / 

who likes fishing than Angler’s Mail. iSfcfT—Tfgr;—; 

And with an AM ‘sub’, the mag is delivered every b|| Wt ™ t i 

week, as postage is included. “ “-SiS 

Go online to www.anglersmailsubs.co.uk/61AN 


Lunar 

predictions 

Exclusive predictions for 
anglers for the week 
June 16-22, supplied by 
the UK’s leading astrologer 

Marion Williamson. 


TUE: a stubborn Taurus Moon asks 
that you pick your spot and stay with 
it today. Flitting around and trying 
new things is not going to net you 
more than sticking to your guns. 
WED: a ‘ping’ moment with Uranus 
joining the Moon. Your intuition will 
be sharper than your mind. Act upon 
feelings and hunches with gusto. 

today's changeable Gemini 
Moon makes auspicious angles to 
transformative Pluto, it’s an excellent 
time to overhaul your kit and chuck 
away stale bait that you’ll never use. 
FRI: the Moon and harmonious 
Venus meet today, promising smooth 
journeys and enjoyable encounters. 
Make the best of the day by teaming 
up with fellow anglers. 

SAT: the Moon gets tangled in foggy 
Neptune, making it tricky to know 
the right approach to take. Play it 
safe and put off big decisions. 

SUN: there are powerful solar eclipse 
energies in watery Cancer today, the 
summer solstice. The longest day of 
the year is filled with fishy promise 
and plenty of daylight to be outside. 
MON: fishy vibes continue today, 
with Neptune, the ruler of water, in 
favourable angle to a zippy Mercury. 
Clear thinking and a splash of 
inspiration lead to a remarkable day. 



TV 

PICK 


THE BIG FISH OFF 
& MONSTER CARP 


SATURDAY starts again with over 
two hours of fishing, led by Ali 
Hamidi. Ali and Dean Macey guests 
in The Big Fish Off are football giant 
Neil ‘Razor’ Ruddock and former 
middleweight boxing champ Steve 
Collins. They retreat for battle amid 
Ali’s fishing roots of Essex, and the 
quartet end with a crazy sea fishing 
challenge. Monster Carp delivers 
genuine monsters in France as 
Ali is joined by Tom Dove and Neil 
Spooner at the Gigantica Lakes 
complex, in the Champagne region. 
Their trip doesn’t disappoint, and 
drops in an interesting river fishing 
diversion and baking lesson, too. 
ITV4, SATURDAY, 7.20am. 


UK Weather 

SUM chance of alight 
shower, but the week will be 
largely dry for all places, with 
sunny intervals and daytime 
temperatures of 19 to 22 
Celsius. Gentle breeze, mainly 
coming from the South West. 
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News 


This week’s GREAT CATCHES 


Eva’s amazing roach brace 


E VA MARTIN enjoyed an 
■amazing float fishing 
session on a local club lake, 
tempting roach of 2 lb 
2 oz and 1 lb 8 oz. 

The nine-year-old 
schoolgirl fished with her 


dad, Jez, on their first ever 
session at Barden Park, 
Tonbridge, Kent. 

Jez told Angler's Mail : “I 
opted for a feeder with worm 
and corn, but I set Eva up with 
a float rod with three maggots 


on a size 14 hook. We found a 
marginal shelf two rod lengths 
out, which dropped down to 
about 10 ft under the surface, 
so I thought it would be a good 
area to target fish. 

"I initially fed a couple of 
handfuls of maggots and corn 
into her swim, but the opening 
45 minutes was very quiet. 
Then the wind slowly picked up 
and the fish began to feed, the 
first bite on her float resulting 
in a small roach. Eva was really 
pleased with the fish. 

"Next cast, the float slid 
away again, and I honestly 
thought Eva had hooked a 
tench, as her rod was bent 
over and the fish surged away 
strongly, taking line. 

"After a spirited battle for a 
few minutes, the fish came to 
the surface for the first time. 

I was fully expecting to see a 
tench, but what we saw was a 
huge roach. 


“I’m glad that Eva had the 
rod, as I would have got very 
nervous at this point. I told 
her to take real care, and 
after a couple of 
heart-stopping lunges it 
glided into the net. 

"It was the biggest roach 
that I had ever seen, tipping 
the scales at 2 lb 2 oz after 
we had unhooked it. 

“Being such a slimy fish, 
Eva really struggled to hold it 
properly, but I did get a good 
shot of it on our unhooking 
mat. I told Eva that she 
had just caught a fish of a 
lifetime. 

“On her very next cast, the 
float went under and another 
cracking roach of 1 lb 8 oz 
was hooked and landed. We 
managed to get some better 
pictures of this capture. 

“Next cast resulted in 
another small roach, and 
then another really good 
fish appeared to be hooked, 
but it bumped off after a 
few moments. We can only 
assume that it was another 
big roach. Sadly, this must 
have spooked the rest of 
the fish, as we had no more 
bites during the rest of the 
session. 

“I completely blanked on 
my feeder rod. The day truly 
belonged to Eva and her 
stunning roach," added Jez. 




■ JOE ROYFFE made a super start 
to his belated tench campaign, 
following up a 10 lb 5 oz cracker 
with this 10 lb 10 oz PB, which was 
part of a great haul. 

The 30-year-old spessy ace from 
Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, bagged 
up at a local Lea Valley gravel pit. 

Joe explained: “This fish beat my 
previous best tench by 4 oz. 

“I cast an in-line lead with a 
3 in. braid hook link and two 
Drennan artificial casters on a size 
14 hook over a bed of hemp and 
casters. I also cast out a PVA mesh 
bag of casters. 

“Other tench in the 48-hour 
session included fish of 8 lb 11 oz, 

8 lb 5 oz, 8 lb 3 oz, 7 lb 12 oz and 
a couple of smaller males. I also 
caught two bonus carp, which I 
returned unweighed,” added Joe. 

■ Joe is one of several Mail fans 
who have revealed their all-time 
personal favourite river catches. 
Read about them in p.61. 
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■ THEODORE GRAY needed a bit of help from 
his dad, Callum, to land this 1 lb 9 oz rudd and 
three carp from a local Stillwater. 

Chester, Cheshire-based Callum said: “He 
needed a bit of help, as he is just two years and 
11 months, but he loved it. He float fished soft 
hookable pellets over hemp and white maggots." 



■ RUI PEDRO loves river fishing, but he 
decided to visit a lake before the new rivers 
season, to try for catfish, and was rewarded 
with this 53 lb whiskered warrior. 

The 33-year-old Portuguese chef from 
London tackled Tuscany Lake, part of Surrey’s 
Beaver Fishery, and added others of 33 lb, 

23 lb and 20 lb. 

Rui said: “It was my first time at this fishery, 
and I can't complain. What a great way to start! 
I’m still buzzing with my new PB. 

“The fish were slow, but I managed to find 
some feeding up in the water, so I cast out a 
polyball rig with squid and mackerel. I fed five 
chunks of mackerel, two tins of meat and 1 kg 
of 20 mm halibut pellets ” 



■ JUSTIN 

WHITTEMORE had a 
memorable catfish trip 
to a local lake with his 
11-year-old daughter, 
Charlie Mae, as he 
landed ‘moggies’ of 
62 lb, 55 lb, 34 lb and 
32 lb, plus a bonus 
22 lb mirror carp. 

The 48-year-old 
property investor from 
Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire, 
legered meat and PVA 
bags of pellets. Charlie 
Mae caught some roach 
on maggots. 



■ PAULTRIGGS stalked this PB 8 lb 2 oz tench 
from a small local lake. The 45-year-old engineer 
from Chichester, West Sussex, legered Maple 
Peas soaked in molasses, and added a 5 lb tinea. 



■ LUKE HUTCHINSON was chuffed to net PB 


tench of 8 lb 8 oz and 8 lb 2 oz on a trip to a very 
old weedy estate lake, near Lincoln. 

The local 29-year-old fishery manager of Toft 
Newton Reservoir offered a white Dynamite Hit 
N Run pop-up over particles and Red-Amo and 
The Source boilies. 


■ HARRY CATER 
caught his first 
crucian carp, 
a fine 1 lb 11 oz 
warrior, from 
an estate lake. 
The four-year- 
old lad from 
Chippenham, 
Wiltshire, and his 
dad, Vince, added 
a few bream, 
all caught on a 
bolt rig with fake 
casters. 




■ TEENAGER 
Ethan Anderson 
has been bagging 
plenty of carp 
recently, 
including this 
rare 10 lb 8 oz 
albino grass carp. 
The 15-year-old 
student from 
Shoeburyness, 
Essex, has been 
offering buoyant 
fake corn at a 
local pond. 
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53*G REAT CARP CATCHES 


Five PBs in 17 hours 


C HRIS WADE followed 
up a fantastic brace 
of tench, scaling 9 lb 15 oz 
and 9 lb 4 oz, with a good 
catch of carp to 27 lb 
7 oz, all caught from a 


local Derbyshire lake. 

Derby-based Chris said: 
"I rarely fish for carp, but 
beat my PB five times in a 
17-hour session. 

“I added others of 26 lb 


6 oz, 24 lb 1 oz, 21 lb 2 oz 
and 19 lb 1 oz. 

“They all fell to Sticky 
Baits The Krill boilies 
and Signature Squid 
pop-ups.” 



DEAN LATIMER made 
a fine catch of five big 
carp at Farriers Lake, 
in Gloucestershire, 
including this 41 lb 
4 oz common and 
another 40-pounder. 
The 37-year-old 
carp fanatic legered 
Mainline Cell boilies 
over whole, halved and 
crumbed freebies on 
a clean patch between 
weed during the 
24-hour trip. 



KARL STIRRAT fished 
towards some snags in 
RK Leisure’s Wraysbury 
One, in Berkshire, to 
tempt this 41 lb 
8oz mirror carp. The 
31-year-old carper 
presented a Mainline 
Essential Cell pop-up 
over 500 g of crushed 
freebies, at 25 yards, 
for his only fish of a 
72-hour session. 




DAVID THOMPSON had a top result at Northern 
Ireland Carp Anglers Society's Newtownards, 
as he managed to land this 30 lb 8 oz common 
carp. The carp nut from Killyleagh tipped a 
12 mm pink pop-up with two grains off buoyant 
corn and presented it over pellets and corn. 



CARP don’t come any better looking than this 
25 lb 10 oz mirror, caught by Adam Caines, 
who fished Arrow Meadow, near Alvechurch. 
The 33-year-old carper from nearby Wychbold, 
Worcestershire, said: "It was a dream fish that 
gave an amazing fight, taking me around an 
island and under a bridge.” 



TEENAGER William Benningfield has notched 
up seven good carp in two trips since his local 
Horton Kirby complex, in Kent, reopened after 
lockdown. The 16-year-old carp fan tempted 
this PB 27 lb 3 oz common on a Xcel Baits K.S.C. 
pop-up just 3 ft from the bank, and added a 
25 lb 3 oz common and a 21 lb 1 oz mirror. 

E-MAIL YOUR 
PICTURES TO: 

anglersmail 

@ti-media.com 
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Match News 


Mania Power! 

• Andy guns for Fish'O £50K • Tunnel Barn bag-up • Partridge joy for Connor 



Trigger’s happy! 


T WO familiar names on the 
commercial match scene - 
Andy Power and Connor Barlow 
- have booked their berths in 
the 2020 Fish'O’Mania Final, 
where a £50,000 jackpot 
cheque awaits the winner. 

The pair will line up 
alongside 22 rivals at Hayfield 
Lakes on Saturday, August 29 
for the annual Angling Trust/ 
Matchroom Sports event’s 
26th Grand Final, following 
victories in heats at Tunnel 
Barn Farm and Partridge 
Lakes. 

For Wells, Somerset-based 
Andy (Preston Innovations) 

- a former Fish'O runner-up 
- it’s a chance to avenge that 
near miss and add another 
prestigious title to an already 
awesome CV, which includes 
2011 Maver Match This, 2018 
Golden Reel and two UK 
Championships triumphs. 

The 90-plus entry qualifier 
at Warwickshire's ever-reliable 
Tunnel Barn complex produced 
a stunning match, with ten 
‘double-tons’ and dozens more 
topping 100 lb. 

The outcome was a real 
nailbiter for Andy, who drew 
peg 5 on Extension Pool and 
slid 238 lb 6 oz of mainly FIs 
onto the scales, giving him an 
11 lb 5 oz victory margin over 
Anthony Coates, who scaled 
227 lb 1 oz at New Pool peg 25. 
Less than 5 lb split the next 


three framers, Luke Bamford 
slotting in third with 225 lb 4 
oz at Canai peg 16, from Matt 
Hamilton-Fairey and Darren 
Webster, who both drew on 
House Pool and tallied 224 lb 
5 oz and 220 lb 10 oz. 

■ The previous day’s qualifier, 
at Cheshire’s Partridge Lakes, 
was another 90-plus entry 
heat, in which Andy Power won 
his section but finished outside 
of the main frame. 

Drawn at peg 137 on Covey 
Lake 6, the day’s top rod was 
venue regular Connor Barlow 
(Guru) with a level 190 lb of 
carp and FIs, well clear of 
runner-up Kieran Marsden, who 
mustered 169 lb 12 oz at nearby 
peg 133. 

Third and fourth with 150 lb 
8 oz and 146 lb 14 oz 
respectively were Mitch 
Rawlinson and Ryan McKinlay. 

Manchester-based Connor 
last qualified for the Fish'O 
Final in 2015, the same year 
that he won the Angler's Mail 
British Open. 

“I fancied the peg, but the 
wind was too strong for proper 
presentation on the far bank 
mud line in the first half, so I 
switched between there and 
short lines with maggots and 
pellets over crushed micros. 

“When the wind dropped, I 
went back across and it was 
‘solid’. I had 90 lb in the last 75 
minutes," said Connor. 


BRISTOL bagger Craig‘Trig’ 
Edmunds earned another shot 
at the 50-grand Golden Reel 
champion’s cheque after topping 
the event’s first post-lockdown 
qualifier, at Worcestershire’s 
Larford Lakes. 

Parkdean Masters 2018 
champion Craig was delighted 
to hear that Larford boss and 
Golden Reel organiser Phil 
Briscoe had drawn him end peg 
30 on Match Lake, where despite 
losing several big carp in a lily 
bed he ran out winner with 
190 lb 14 oz. 

Trig told AM: “I started short 
on pellets and had plenty of FIs, 
but that line soon died, so I went 
up the right-hand edge. Even by 
using my Power Partner to pull 
as hard as I could, I still lost too 
many fish in the lilies. 

“So I had a rethink. I fed the 
left edge with Milled Betaine/ 
Super Carp Blend groundbait, 
and fishing corn over the top 
I never looked back, catching 
8-9 lb carp steadily to win the 
day and qualify for my second 
successive Golden Reel Final. 


I'm buzzing about the chance 
of winning 50k in September,” 
added the Browning and Spotted 
Fin-backed angler. 

■ Trig kept his hauling arm 
in trim three days later at 
Wiltshire's Todber Manor Fishery, 
delivering a mighty 320 lb of carp 
to the scales in a midweek Open 
on Hillview Lake. 

But that still fell well short of 
Ben Hagg’s epic 398 lb victory 
haul, in a match in which 16 of 
the 20 entrants topped 200 lb! 



Craig Trig’ Edmunds with part of 
his Larford Golden Reel catch. 



Connor Barlow after his win at Partridge. 
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Match News 


Evesham 2020 on - but 
no invites or bloodworm 


O RGANISERS of August 
Bank Holiday weekends 
Evesham Angling Festival, one 
of UK river angling's longest 
running and most popular 
events, have confirmed it will go 
ahead this year. 

A statement posted online 
by Evesham DAA, the venue's 
controlling club, and replicated 
on the festival’s Facebook 
page, outlined a structure for 
qualifying rounds and the big 
weekend itself to proceed 
with safe social-distancing 
measures and weigh-ins. 

Key points include: 

• All ticket bookings to be made 
online at www.scorefishing.com 


and paid in advance, priced £30: 

• No invitees at the Festival 
weekend's matches. All anglers 
must qualify: 

• Bloodworm and joker banned 
at all matches, including the 
team Final; 

• All prize monies to be paid out 
via BACS transfer. 

The announcement polarised 
opinion among the match 
community, many supporting 
the club’s strategy as a way to 
keep the currently unsponsored 
festival alive during a year in 
which cancellation was long 
feared. 

But others have slammed the 
move, some even predicting that 


the ‘no invites, no bloodworm’ 
rule will be its death knell. 

Two major match figures 
with vast experience and 
past success in the Evesham 
Festival - Mark Downes and 
Dave Harrell - hold differing 
opinions. 

"So, no bloodworm at 
Evesham this year. Shame. The 
team match was always a great 
spectacle, with good catches all 
down the length. 

“Now it will be eels, a few 
bream, peg 34 for chub, and 
generally trying to catch 1 lb for 
good points,” said England and 
Sensas Starlets manager Mark. 

"I know we live in strange 



Back but different - Evesham 
Festival, seen here last year. 


Festive times return at The Glebe 



Safely distanced top three - main men at the 
Glebe Festival with venue boss Roy Marlow (rear). 


ROY MARLOW and his 
team at The Glebe Fishery 
proved that festival sport 
in a safe yet still sociable 
way is achievable, by 
successfully hosting a 
three-day event at the 
Leicestershire complex. 

Renowned for hefty 
hauls of carp, the venue 
certainly didn’t disappoint 
any of the 41 entrants. On 
Day 1 alone, 12 anglers 
topped 200 lb and 27 
others ‘tonned-up’. 

Sam Collett (Guru/ 
Dynamite Baits) started 
the event in fine style with 
a 289 lb 15 oz Day 1 haul 
from Lake 1 peg 13. 

He followed up with another 
section win on Day 2, before 
rounding off with 255 lb 1 oz 
from Lake 6 peg 91. 


Despite being pipped on 
the day by James Adcock with 
256 lb 13 oz from nearby peg 
88, Sam’s consistency won 
him the festival with 4 points. 


a score matched 
by Chris Cameron, 
thanks to a 90 lb-plus 
aggregate weight 
advantage. 

James Adcock 
clinched third on 
weight after tying with 
Kelvin Action on 
5 points apiece. 

“Thanks to all the 
anglers for fishing 
in the right spirit 
and follow social 
distancing rules. 

Also to the festival 
committee for ensuring 
that everything ran 
smoothly. Bookings for 
our September festival open 
on July 1. It’s capped at an 
entry of 42, and anglers who 
fished this one have priority 
before then,” said Roy. 


times. Hopefully this is a one- 
off, and the big names and 
bloodworm will be back next 
year. If not, it could be the end 
of an era. I will still try to qualify, 
but I know the weekend’s sport 
will be very difficult," he added. 

Dave countered: “Many local 
anglers and ex-regulars have 
turned their backs on the venue 
in recent years. 

"In light of there being no 
sponsor, 1 think that everyone 
having to qualify now is the 
right thing to do.” 



RIP Tony Cheeseman, 
seen here with his 1982 
Alton Champs catch. 


Cheeseman 


MATCH anglers are mourning 
the death of Essex stalwart Tony 
Cheeseman, founder of the 
Wickford Angling match squad, 
who has passed away aged 76 
following a long illness. 

Tony’s brother, Bob, who 
fished for Van den Eynde Essex 
County, said: “Tony started 
match fishing with Billericay 
AC, aged 16, and soon became 
club champion. He formed his 
own match group, The Stoats, 
then set up the Wickford Angling 
Centre squad, which later 
evolved into the very successful 
Browning Wickford team. 

“Tony had hundreds of match 
wins and placings in his career, 
most notably winning the 1982 
Alton Water Championship and 
the Eastern Region Shield. In 
his later years he was active 
with the Essex veterans. His 
last pick-up was in November at 
Lakelands Fishery.” 
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Trentman supreme - this week’s Angler's Mail match fishing guest, 


Wayne Swinscoe, displays a bag of silver fish from the upper Trent. 


kk I ’VE fished against the 
I best in the game and 
had my fair share of success 
over the years, winning titles 
and trophies, three Trentman 
medals my most cherished.” 

Those are the words of 
Wayne Swinscoe, whose stellar 
50-plus year match career has 
included record-breaking feats 
on the top flight team scene 
with sides including Notts Fed 
(aka Trentmen), Shakespeare 
Superteam and Van den Eynde 
Essex County. 

Nottingham born-and-bred, 
‘Swinno’ is hugely respected 
and loved within the match 
angling community, where his 
skills remain undented, despite 
the march of time and a recent 
battle with prostrate cancer. 

Wayne, who has been 
individually sponsored by 
Drennan for almost a decade, 
also puts back into his beloved 
sport by organising matches. 

His successful stewardship 
currently covers two popular 
series - the Coors AC summer 
programme, including a 
three-day festival on the upper 
Trent at Burton, in partnership 
with Tony Vandome, and 
winter’s Drennan Silverfish 
League, at Derbyshire's Rycroft 
Fishery. 

As a new river season kicks 
off, with the Trent at Burton 
Joyce set to host the Angling 
Trust RiverFest Final, on the 
first weekend of October, 



Wayne’s view of the Burton Joyce stretch during a walk with Dave 
Harrell on the eve of the 2020/21 season. The stretch will be even more 
popular than usual, as it’s the RiverFest Final venue. 


Angler’s Mail sought the views 
of the only original Trentman 
still active in match fishing. 

Q Welcome to this week’s 
Big Interview, Wayne. 
How did you spend your time 
during lockdown? 

A Apart from occasionally 
r\ delivering meals to my 
mother, who lives nearby, I’ve 
spent ten weeks staying safe at 
home with my wife, Carolyn. I 
was diagnosed as diabetic ten 
years back, and more recently 
I’ve undergone treatment for 
prostate cancer. I’m still not 
fully clear yet, but thankfully 
it’s all looking good at present. 

I had no specific advice from 
the government or the NHS, so 
I decided to make safety the 
priority. 

Q Have you been fishing 
recently? 

A No, I’ve been waiting for 
the rivers to open. I’ve been 
out to walk the Trent a couple 
of times though. Two weeks 
ago I met up with Dave Harrell 
for a recce at Burton Joyce. 

The river looked great, with a 
nice tinge of colour. We saw a 
few bream roll, a few roach and 
dace topping. It’s due to host 
a RiverFest qualifier in July, 
which will be an 80-pegger, 
providing four finalists. The 
stretch may also hold another 
one, if any venues decide to 
cancel heats. 
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Wayne caught this barbel 
on the Warwickshire Avon 
last season. 



Q Are you organising the 
2020 RiverFest Final? 

No. I said straight away 
that I’ll leave that to Dave 
and the Angling Trust. My role 
is purely advisory. I’ll peg the 
match, and I want to make 
sure it’s pegged properly, with 
40-yard distances to ensure 
a fair contest whatever the 
conditions. Ideally, I’d have 
liked the Final to have been 
mid-September. At the back of 
my mind is a niggling fear of a 
low, clear river and overnight 
frosts. Nowadays we always 
seem to get Indian summers 
and no frosts until November, so 
hopefully that will be the case, 
and fish will still be well spread 
throughout the stretch. 

Q Burton Joyce was one of 
the country’s top match 
venues in the 1970s and '80s, 
before a two-decade slump, 
but now it's back on the map. 
How have things changed? 

I’m not a scientist, so I 
can’t really comment 
on water quality, which I still 
don’t think is great. The water 
is ridiculously clear at times 
nowadays, but the fish don't 
seem to mind. There have 
always been changes to species 
from year to year. When I 
first fished it, gudgeon were 
prolific. Roach then became 
the dominant species, then 
chub and some skimmers. 

It’s only had matches return 
in the past two seasons, with 
lots of quality roach. There are 
some big bream and barbe! in 
areas, and more dace than I’ve 
ever known before. They have 
boomed throughout the whole 
Trent, from the upper reaches to 
the tidal. 


Q How have tactics on the 
Trent changed? 

To catch roach, we’d never 
use hooks bigger than size 
20, more often 22 or 24, on 
12 oz or 1.1 lb hook length lines. 
Nowadays, you can catch on 
them on a size 18 or even 16 
to 0.10 or 0.12 mm bottoms. 
During lockdown I cleared out 
some old kit from my garage, 
including boxes of Mustad 
98340 hooks. The size 24 
was absolutely tiny, but we’d 
somehow get two bronze 
maggots on them and still land 
big roach. There’s more pole 
and waggler work than stick 
float nowadays, and of course 
some feeder work with modern 
groundbaits and particles such 


as pellets for the big bream. The 
times at which you catch have 
altered, too. Back in the day, 
you’d feed the peg and expect to 
wait for up to 90 minutes before 
starting to catch fish, the final 
hour of a match often producing 
the bulk of your weight. These 
days, if you haven’t caught fish 
within 20 minutes, you’re going 
to struggle. Most of your weight 
tends to come in the first half 
of a match, and after that you 
have to scratch around to top up 
your net. 

Q Do you have any tips 
that you can pass on 
to anglers taking part in the 
Burton Joyce qualifier or the 
RiverFest Final? 


A ] can’t give too much away, 
me duck, as I hope to be 
fishing it myself. RiverFest is a 
great competition, which I enter 
every year, but I’ve only qualified 
for the Final once before. One 
thing I will say is that the roach 
have already become much 
harder to catch since matches 
resumed. In the first season 
there were lots around 4-6 oz 
and a few bigger. They are still 
there, but they've wised up. On 
a pole, even with a fine-bristled 
float dotted down to oblivion, 
you’ll sometimes get only a tiny 
dink of a bite, which you might 
ignore. But strike at those and 
you’ll sometimes connect with 
an 8 oz roach! 

Q Those cherished 

Trentman medals that 
we mentioned at the start, 
what are they? 

In the old days when the 
River Trent Championship 
was a 1,000-peg match, bronze 
medals were awarded to the 
winners of every 50-peg section, 
and Silver medals went to 
winners of the five 200-peg 
zones. Each zone would have 
a different draw location, 
marquees in fields on the banks. 
There was an incredible buzz at 
big matches like that, also the 
Welland Championships, which 
we’ll never see again. If you 
won your zone three years on 
the trot you got a Gold medal. 

It was proper gold, not plated 
or a plastic imitation. I’ve got 
two Silvers and one Gold, which 
I keep in display boxes in the 
house. They’re not like normal 
medals, as they were designed 
for wearing in a jacket lapel 
instead of round the neck. All my 
other trophies are in the loft. 
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Team success through the decades - ‘Swinno’ with Notts Fed, Shakespeare Superteam and Essex County. 


Q Did you ever win it 
outright? 

A No, but I still rue missing 
a chance one year. I drew 
peg 141 on Winthorpe Rack. 
Chub nets had been winning 
all the Opens, and wasp grub 
was the bait. I had an early 
10 oz chub on the grub, then 
nothing more for two hours, 
before switching to waggler and 
maggot. I had a bite a chuck 
from roach for the rest of the 
match to finish with 9 lb 14 oz. 
The winning weight that year 
was only 13 lb. I came even 
closer in the Weliand Champs 
one year, second in an 867-peg 
sellout with 17 lb of quality 
roach on wag and mag from 
three pegs below Four Mile Bar 
footbridge. Joe Waldron from 
Sheffield won it with 20 lb of 
bream from an even less likely 
peg, right beside Crowland 
Bridge. The weed was terrible. 1 
was standing on my basket just 
to get roach into netting range, 
and I lost enough to have won it. 


Q You’ve won some 
prestigious events, 
including the Kamasan 
British Open, Evesham and 
Wychavon titles and the 
Thames Champs. How do 
you rate your individual wins 
among the many team titles? 

A Every win is enjoyable. It’s 
what match anglers go 
fishing for. But, yes, winning in 
a team is special because you 
get to share that joy and the 
memories with teammates. 


Q Your team career began 
with your local Notts 
Fed side, known far and wide 
as Trentmen. How did you get 
started there? 

A Aged 16, in 1970,1 started 
fishing Opens on the Trent. 
It was a long apprenticeship, 
and at times I felt as if I wasn't 
getting close. If 1 drew next to 
someone like Ted Stokes or 
Pete Palmer, they’d catch 
20 lb while I’d catch 10 lb. Then 
it all clicked the year I turned 
20, as I won a few matches and 
Ted recruited me for Trentmen. 
We were an early version of a 
match squad, but in NFA events 
like the National we’d represent 
the parent club, Notts Fed. After 
finishing second to Barnsley 


the previous year by a single 
point, the Trent hosted the 1980 
National and we won it with 
a record points score of 883 
from a possible 960. We drew 
peg 30, which wasn’t fancied, 
with Leicester next door on 31. 
Walking to my peg at Caythorpe, 
I saw a crowd of around 200 
gathered. I thought there 
must have been some kind of 
incident, but they were there to 
watch Ivan Marks, who’d drawn 
next to me. I already knew Ivan 
quite well, but he’d always been 
one of my angling heroes, so to 
beat him with almost 10 lb to his 
4 lb-odd was a proud moment. 
Some of that crowd were even 
watching me by the end! 

Q Three years later the 
team won it again. 

A Yes, 1983 on the Upper 
Trent. It was the last match 
I ever fished for Trentmen, 
before me, Frank Barlow and 
Don Slaymaker switched to 
Shakespeare Superteam. 

Were Shakespeare 
Superteam the first paid 
professional fishing squad? 
Who recruited you? 

A We were paid expenses 
and got some tackle and 
clothing, which was a first in 
match angling. The Birmingham 
Parks Festival was a popular 
contest in the 70s and early 
'80s. Trentmen used to fish the 
team event, and we'd all try to 
qualify for the individual Final, 
which was held on Edgbaston 
Reservoir, a really moody water. 
That year I came second with 
3 lb 10 oz of roach on waggler, 
beaten by a late tench. After the 
match, Clive Smith approached 
me with an invite to join 
Shakespeare. Sadly, I never got 
to fish alongside Clive, as he 
died from cancer soon after. 

Q What were the 
highlights of your 
Superteam era? 

A The Trent was already on 
the decline, but the West 
Midlands circuit was thriving. 

Big matches were still taking 
place on the Warwickshire 
Avon and Severn. I got to know 
the venues well and learned 
from some great anglers 
in the Shakespeare set-up, 



The cherished Trentman medals are among the many momentos of 
Wayne's top-flight match fishing career spanning 50-plus years. 


under the captaincy of Ken 
Giles. That's where I first met 
Dave Harrell. But gradually 
the fishing declined there, too, 
more matches moved to canals, 
which I don’t mind fishing if the 
sport is good, but the weights 
were often very low. Don was 
the first to jack it in. Me and 
Frank stayed a bit longer, but 
eventually, in 1992,1 accepted 
Peter Clapperton’s offer to join 
Van den Eynde Essex County. 

Q How did Van den Eynde 
Essex differ from the 
Shakespeare Superteam? 

Similar in format, with a 
core base of very good 
local anglers plus others 
recruited from other sides, 
but with more money paid for 
us to go fishing. Kim Milsom, 
Derek Young, Peter Vasey and 
I were the first new recruits. 
Peter had asked me to join a 
couple of times before. Realising 
I’d be travelling further to 
fish matches than with 
Shakespeare, I held out for a 
good deal. Peter provided me 
with a brand new Vauxhall Astra 
Estate car. 

Q You soon became Essex 
skipper and steered the 
side to many triumphs in the 
following decade. What were 
the highlights, and what was 
the secret of your success? 
Winning three consecutive 
winter league Finals 
was brilliant. The first year I 
joined we won the Drennan 
Super League Final.The last 


year it was held in Ireland, 
but we couldn’t repeat that 
feat. We won the London and 
South East Drennan League, 
the Cambridge and London 
Winter Leagues and many other 
events several times, but never 
a National. There was no big 
secret to success. Some anglers 
dropped out of the squad, 
but we recruited new anglers 
who almost always got along 
brilliantly and worked hard 
together. They were great times, 
but all good things come to an 
end. We called it a day after the 
2006 season, and even that 
year we had Gary Miller win the 
individual Div.l National title. 

Q Have you been involved 
in team fishing since? 

Yes, I set up the Maver 
Bait-Tech team to compete 
in the Fens leagues, and for 
three or four years we enjoyed a 
fair bit of success, but it fizzled 
out. For the past ten years I’ve 
fished locally as an individual 
and got more involved in 
organising matches. I still fish 
occasional events further afield, 
such as the March Christmas 
Open, Evesham and in Trent 
Nationals for Lines Tidechasers, 
a loosely grouped team with 
no practice commitments. I’m 
happy just to keep enjoying 
match fishing on the Trent. 

Perhaps we'll see you 
crowned RiverFest 
champ on the Trent? 

Cheers, duck. That would 
be nice! 
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Britain’s leading all-round angler loves taking on challenges at all kinds of 
venues. Read his triumphs and disasters, warts ‘n’ all, exclusively in AM. 






THIS WEEK’S MISSION 


All anglers can get out on 
the rivers now that the full 
coarse fishing season is 
underway. I couldn’t wait until 
Glorious June 16th and all 
that, the rivers season feeling 
tantalisingly close for me for 
a little while, so I found a way 
of getting a running-water fix 
without running foul of the law. 
VENUE. Nottinghamshire’s 
River Meden is, as far as I am 
aware, free to fish. Venturing 
its way through Mansfield, any 
spot you see that has glides, 


gravel and deep holes will 
more than likely hold fish. I just 
kept on going till I found them. 
I'm lucky to have this water 
almost on my doorstep. 
WEATHER. My old air 
pressure gauge has been 
going up and down recently, 
lowering slightly to 1002.9 
for this session. Gusty north- 
north-easterly breezes of 
up to 22 mph made fishing 
light gear awkward at times. 
Temperature: 14 Celsius but 
feeling more like 11. 


W HEN I think of fishing for 
wild brown trout, images 
of a river spring to mind. 

The River Test’s beautiful 
gravel bed and ranunculus 
weedbeds provide perfect 
ambush points for 
butter-coloured brown trout to 
slide in and out of. 

Manicured banks and 
carefully trimmed trees allow 
‘Tarquinius The Third’ to make 
a perfect cast, saving his butler 
the trouble of retrieving his 
Blue Dun mayfly, hand-tied by 
Ghanaian virgin maidens. 

I imagine the river to have a 
Dom Perignon vending machine, 
and enough parking space for 
three Rolls-Royce Wraiths. 

That’s enough about the 


among amazing fish with the 
minimal amount of gear and a 
spinner. 

If, like me, you miss rivers, 
you are perfectly entitled to fish 
them for non-migratory trout, 
and with spinners. Just check 
your local byelaws before you 
head out. 

While my mates have been 
walking along riverbanks, 
wishing the Close Season 
away, I've been filling my boots, 
enjoying all the spoils of a river. 

During the past few weeks 
I’ve stood in parts of a river that 
are inaccessible if you don’t own 
a pair of waders. I’ve become 
part of the flora and fauna. A 
kingfisher perched itself just 
an arm’s length away from me, 


Luckily, I don’t need 
to sell the family home 
and put my Astra on 
webuyanycar.com 55 


pictures that I conjure up when I 
see a stunning wild brown trout. 

Luckily, I don’t need to sell the 
family home and put my Astra 
on webuyanycar.com to pay for 
a day’s fishing on the Third Earl 
of Pithlepop’s estate. I’ve found 
a stretch of river that has all of 
the above, apart from the 
Rolls-Royce parking, Dom 
Perignon vending machines and 
butlers. 

This tiny river has everything 
that the Test has in terms of 
water clarity, ranunculus and 
quality brown trout. Okay, a kid 
on a BMX may jump into the 
river and someone else may 
shoot you with pellets from an 
air rifle, but if you close your 
eyes long enough it will feel as 
though you are on one of those 
world-famous chalkstreams. 

The reality is that you are in 
Mansfield, Nottinghamshire. 

The fishing is spectacular 
though, and I have waxed lyrical 
about this tiny river to Chappy 
many times, telling him about 
how easy it is to get in and 


seemingly thinking that I was 
part of the furniture and mean 
him no harm. I’ve seen a hobby 
swoop almost under my rod and 
take a damselfly in mid-air. I’ve 
had a barbel in between my feet, 
and seen perch and dace feel 
content inches away from me. 
It’s been absolutely amazing. 

Apart from having my own 
Springwatch, but without 
Packham and Ellie, I was here 
to catch fish, an amazing fish 
that has settled in an urban 
metropolis, having adapted to 
thrive among kids, houses and 
a constant stream of mountain 
bikes and dog walkers. 

As soon as I arrived, Chappy 
looked a little perplexed at the 
depth and clarity of the water. 
You can see everything, and to 
an untrained eye it looks devoid 
of fish, which is maybe the 
reason why so few people chose 
to fish it. 

All I needed to do now was 
show Chappy that it did contain 
fish. "What’s Thy Doing, Yoth?” 

Continued over» 
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is a nickname that I have given 
one bit of water, which is roughly 
translated from 'Mansfieldese' 
as: “Excuse me, dear boy, what 
on earth is one up to stood in 
the river?" 

As it’s a popular spot for 
dog walking and exercise, you 
get a lot of funny looks and 
comments as you clamber 
unceremoniously into the 
middle of the stream. 

Chappy hadn’t even taken 
the lens cap off his camera 
when a small trout darted from 
absolutely nowhere and took my 
spinner, followed by an amazing 
leap in the air. 

This was a real first-cast 
wonder, hooked from no deeper 
than six inches of water. We both 
marvelled at the colours of the 
fish before putting it back, and 
then thought about how quickly 
he must have shot out from 
cover to take my lure. 

As it’s a very popular park, 
putting them back always draws 
a comment or two. "Thy not ayin 
chips with it, yoth?” “Why do you 
put them back?" 

I always answer with the 
same stock phrase. "Let ’em go, 
and let 'em grow." 

With the water being so 
shallow, you usually have to 
move after catching a fish to 
catch another, and the next 
swim didn’t disappoint. 

I spotted a trout in only a few 
inches of water, and it was a 
huge one by this small river’s 
standards. It was at least 4 lb of 


buttery and spotty filth. 

I edged my way through 
the undergrowth, risking the 
wrath of bees and wasps, and I 
spied my prize. Luckily, he was 
feeding, swimming out of cover, 
nosing a leaf and then darting 
back again. All I needed to do 
was creep under some willows 
towards him, then somehow 
cast past him. 

Unfortunately, I could see 
a huge trail of smoke. It was 
‘Dazza’ and ‘Tracey’ with a 
hound in tow, signalling their 
arrival with huge plumes of 
vapor. 

Could I get a cast in before 
‘Puffing Billy’ and the ‘Hound 
From Hell’ arrive? Bosha! No, 

I couldn’t. The dog was in, 
followed by a loud shout of 
" SA A ATAA A AA A A A N, come 
here!” 

I can’t get hung up, it’s a 
park, a very popular one, and 
the owner will be there again, 
no doubt, as long as Satan the 
pitbull doesn't eat him. 

This is all part and parcel of 
a great day, meeting so many 
inquisitive people and engaging 
with them politely, trying to sell 
the virtues of this great way of 
fishing. Dodging dodgy folks and 
trying not to get eaten by big 
dogs is miles better than having 
a boring day. 

All you need is a pair of 
waders and a pocket of small 
spinners. Technique-wise, a 
spinner is a very versatile bit 
of kit, but it’s not just a case of 


flinging it out and reeling it in. 

A gentle cast and a slow 
retrieve can make a tiny one 
run as shallow as three inches. 

A size 1 spinner will dive down 
six-to-ten inches in fast water, 
and a size 2 is ideal for anything 
deeper than that. 

Part of the fun is working out 
what works and how. I’ve even 
retrieved a little size 0 spinner 
upstream as fast as I could, only 
for a trout to take it. Awesome! 

After explaining to Chappy 
how to fish ’em, I couldn’t wait 
any longer, the call of the fairly 
wild being too much. I told Ian to 
buy Angler's Mail next week and 
find out! 

By arriving fairly early, you 
can imagine the sport was really 
lively, and it obviously started 
to tail off when other park users 
started to arrive. Nevertheless, 
the fish still continued to amaze 
us both, as I cast info seemingly 
devoid spots, only to see a 


beautifully crafted fly-eating 
machine appear from nowhere 
at speed. 

My balanced tackle and very 
light rod ensured even a 4 oz 
fish was sporting, but it wasn’t 
just about that, as this type of 
fishing offers so much more. 

Every perfect cast is met with 
reward. It might not end with a 
fish on the bank, but you'll see 
a sign of a fish, a dark shape 
usually darting in and out. 

A bad cast is punished, 
severely, the swim done with, 
and you must crawl out and 
move on, making sure that the 
next cast is a good one. 

You can’t tell me that this 
kind of fishing, exploration and 
interaction is boring. It’s so 
much fun, and easy, absolutely 
anyone can give it a go. 

Get yourself a few Blue Fox 
size 0 spinners, a light rod and 
a pair of wellies or waders. I 
promise you won’t regret it. 
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Rivers of 
blood & 
records 


I LOVE the freedom of being 
able to go fishing again, and 
I love the fact that the Glorious 
16th is here again, simply 
because I worship rivers, river 
fishing and big river fish. 

I loathe the fact that rivers 
have been devastated in my 
lifetime, and I am furious with 
the bodies that have allowed 
the destruction to happen. 

You could say that all of the 
above sums up my fishing life 
in 2020. 

I know that several of our big 
rivers are faring well, but my 
beloved smaller ones are being 
crippled by abstraction and 
predation. The time will come 
when some will be extinct, 
vanished, dying memories. 

My passion is river fishing, 
but finding half decent 
opportunities gets harder year 
upon year. The past few weeks 
have been ones of endless 
travel, research and recces. 

During the peak of lockdown, 

I clocked up the miles on foot, 
but since the relaxations I have 
been looking further afield. 

In all, I have checked out a 
dozen rivers. I have returned 
crushed after some visits, 
hopeful after others, and even 
elated after a few. 

Read on for my views on the 
2020 rivers scene. 

Sourcing specimens 

Step away from the ‘grapevine’ 
venues and finding big river fish 
is hard today. 

I am lucky to have spent a 
long life in fishing, during which 
time I’ve made hundreds of 
contacts who will often alert me 
to possibilities I'd never have 
guessed at myself. 

Phone calls and emails have 
lead me to some of the best 
river fishing of my life, but you 
still have to get there yourself. 


Walking, watching and 
planning is essential if you are 
going to get the best out of 
any river’s potential. Before we 
could travel to fish again, I was 
especially active along rivers, 
spending countless hours 
preparing for the season. 

My camera was always with 
me, because I love to record 
what I see but, sadly, I am no 
Jack Perks. Most of what I 
learned was fishing related, but 
you cannot ignore other stuff 
going on around valleys. Some 
of this is diabolical, believe me. 

Blood on the banks 

This is no media overstatement. 
We all know that poaching is 
a blight of our time, but I have 
heard of nothing approaching 
the events down on the 
hallowed River Test, the acme 
of lordly trout fishing. 

What I heard from five 
riverkeepers, who must remain 
anonymous for clear reasons, 
was shocking, terrifying even. 
There is carnage up and 
down the Test most nights of 
the week. Trout, grayling and 
coarse fish are being netted 
and long-lined by the thousand, 
but it is the accompanying 
violence that takes the breath 
away. 

Keepers are being attacked 
and shot at with ball bearings 
from high-velocity catapults. 
Vehicles have had their 
windows shot out and tyres 
slashed. One keeper was 
car-chased by a gang of thugs 
to as far as Romsey, at speeds 
in excess of 110 miles per hour. 

Two keepers and two 
policemen have been 
hospitalised and a Police dog 
was almost fatally wounded. 
Keepers have been threatened 
and have had their families 
watched and stalked. One 


It’s been a dangerous time for these riverkeepers. John asked for their 
identities to be obscured, for fear of them being identified by poachers. 


keeper had to move house 
to avoid nightly abuse and 
simmering violence. 

There has been 
accompanying rural crime. 
Tractors stolen or vandalised. 
Fishing huts staved in. 


Trimmers and other tools 
robbed. Even 140 pigmy goats 
found themselves disappearing 
one dark night. 

As far as I can ascertain, 
there have been few arrests 
and there is a general belief it 
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river fish for future sessions. 
He's out river fishing this week, 
and will report back on his 
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running-water sessions soon. 
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John witnessed this 4 lb 8 oz record grayling, caught from a Wessex 
chalkstream by Simon Ellis, but doubts he’ll see another one this big. 


will take a full-blooded murder 
before concerted, committed 
action is finally taken. 

The poaching we all see on all 
our rivers is bad and growing, 
but we cannot allow it to reach 
Test-like proportions. If we do, a 
whole arena of our sport will be 
doomed. 

Gargantuan grayling 

Grayling are a true winter 
passion, and the only game 
fish I have real love for. Being 
a Norfolk man, I have to travel 
to catch them, but this hasn’t 
always been the case. 

Between 1890 and 1914, the 
River Wensum was regarded 
as the best big grayling river 
in the UK, three-pounders 
commonplace. The species 
lingered on into the '80s, but 
has been allowed to die since, 


along with so much else. 

My grayling have to be big, 
the black beasts truly stirring 
my blood. The British record 
grayling that I witnessed back 
in February 2019 has raised the 
bar for me, and I regret to say 
nothing under high ‘twos’ does 
it for me. 

I’m very unsure if the grayling 
record river can produce these 
fish now. Grayling are 
short-lived and hugely 
vulnerable to handling. Unlike 
trout, they also seem to be 
caught by otters easily, and in 
the past three years I have seen 
well over a score of deaths. 

Some of the Welsh rivers 
can still produce them. The 
upper Severn. The upper Lugg. 
Beats on the Wye perhaps. 
Derbyshire? Scotland for sure. 
There is a tributary of the Tay 


that I have to investigate soon 
or I’ll regret it all my life if I 
don’t. 

The southern chalkstreams 
have to be in pole position. At 
the end of May, a riverkeeper 


showed me fish, 20 of them, 
that were extraordinary. I tried 
to photograph them, but seeing 
them 4 ft down was an ask. 

From what I could gather, 

Continued over» 
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this shoal is unique. It’s a group 
of fish that has grown way 
beyond the rest of the grayling 
population in the stretch, 
perhaps even in the entire river. 

I can go back come 
November. Will I see a 
four-pounder? I doubt that, but 
the thought of a high ‘three’ will 
make the summer pass fast. 

Beasts of barbel 

Chris Yates called barbel 'river 
princes.' I have known about 
two Wensum ‘emperors’ for 
a decade,but I had not seen 
them since last summer and 
had feared them dead. 

I found them again during 
lockdown, three miles from 
where I expected them to 
be, still paired together. 

Both are fish known from 
years back. Both have grown 
extraordinarily. I’m not going to 
put a weight on them, for fear 
of ridicule. 

I went back to photograph 
them recently, but they had 
disappeared entirely, leaving 
only five smaller fish occupying 
the run. The pair of monsters 
had taken half of lockdown to 
locate and now I can’t be sure 
of finding them again. 

These fish are afraid of their 
own shadows. Swans passing 
by unnerve them. The present 
passion for kayaking is making 
their life unbearable. They have 
sussed otter danger, which 
remains ever present. 

Above all, there is barely 


anything left of the river as 1 
write. The recent drought spell 
has been bad, but the villain 
is unlimited, unacceptable 
abstraction. 

A new golf course has been 
built, and its water demands 
are sucking the life out of 
the river. To all intents and 
purposes, this is one of many 
rivers abandoned by the 
authorities, and yet the barbel 
cling on. 

Even if I do find those 
record-busting fish again, will 
I try to catch them? Haven’t 
they suffered enough without 
further persecution from me? 

The one counter argument is 
this: if a 25 lb barbel did come 
from the Wensum, wouldn’t it 
give a lie to the suggestion that 
the river is no longer capable 
of producing monsters? Might 
the exposure force those in 
so-called power to actually do 
something positive at long last? 

Vanishing redf ins 

Before I began getting my river 
tackle ready for the 2020/21 
season, I got a call to tell me 
that roach were spawning on 
the gravels of both the Bure 
and the Wensum. 

I got myself out there, 
walking the 16 spawning sites 
that I have known since my 
late teens. 

In total, I watched 40 roach 
on the Wensum and perhaps 
60 on the Bure going about 
their business. Bure roach 


were marginally larger, but only 
by ounces. 

I might have seen a couple 
push a pound and a bit, and 
there might have been one 
shadowy giant hanging off in 
deeper water, but this was a 


disaster, make no mistake. 

I might have missed 
spawning sites, for sure. I 
might have been too early or 
too late, so I might not have 
seen everything in the rivers. 

I first witnessed Norfolk river 
roach spawning in 1969, and 
I have watched it every year 
since, so experience must have 
taught me something. 

In 1977, my fishing partner 
of the time, John Judge, and 
I counted in excess of 5,000 
roach along Wensum gravels, 
with at least a thousand in 
excess of 2 lb and many over 
3 lb. 

The decline has been 
catastrophic, and I know 
this year I will have to travel, 
Covid-19 permitting. What 
turns me on summertime is 
stalking individual roach in 
clear water and targeting them 
with a freelined piece of corn 
or a drifted redworm. 

The Hampshire Avon is 
calling me back. The Stour? 
Yes. Unless my eyes are 
miraculously opened, I will 
once again be forced to head 
south in search of big redfins. 


66 A new golf course has 
been built and its water 
demands are sucking the life 
out of the river. 99 






John wasn't just walking and 
watching rivers during his active 
past month, he also zoomed In on 
some fish, ready to catch them now 
that the rivers season is upon us. 
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Our sacred duty 

I honestly believe that many of 
you will agree that we have to 
keep our smaller river fishing 
alive. 

Some of you who will 
remember the 1970s, when 
rivers were tops, when roach 
were king, when trotting was 
the ultimate skill. Carp were 
barely on our radar back then, 
and commercials had hardly 
been invented. 

Now we have the Wye, the 
Trent, the Severn, the Thames 
and a patchy river story 
elsewhere. The consummate 
joy of river methods is being 
lost to us, to those coming into 
the sport especially. 

Remember the satisfaction 
of guiding a float down the 


stream, mending the line, 
controlling its course to 
perfection? Remember the 
thrill of seeing the float dip, 
tightening up and sweeping 
the rod back? 

Then came the most thrilling 
sensation in all of fishing. I'm 
talking about the throb down 
the rod, when at 30 yards or 
more you come into contact 
with a fish that is nothing but 
wild, brutal power. 

I take my hat off, yet again, 
to all those who have saved 
much of the Avon. These past 
few weeks have shown me that 
we have a sacred duty to save 
our rivers throughout the land. 

The Angling Trust got us 
fishing again. Perhaps this is 
their next and biggest task? 
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A LTHOUGH most of my time 
is spent below the surface, 
fish holding a special place in my 
heart I'm a general naturalist, 
albeit with a bias towards 
freshwater wildlife. 

One creature that I’ve always 
wanted to see is a beaver. It’s 
estimated that we have 400 
beavers in the wild in the UK 
at the moment, the majority 
of them being in Scotland and 
a scattering across England, 
particularly in the River Otter, in 
Devon, possibly suffering from 
an identity crisis! 

Before I ventured across the 
border to see one, I wanted to 
learn more about them, and also 
to find out whether they have a 
negative impact on fish stocks. 

European beavers were once 
found all over Britain, up until 
around 400 years ago, when 
they were hunted to extinction 
for their fur, meat and simply 
because they were seen as 
vermin. They were also hunted 
for their anal glands, which 
produce castoreum, used to 
mark territory and attract 
a mate. Humans used it for 
flavouring drinks, it having a 
similar flavor to sweet vanilla, 
strawberry and raspberry. Who 
knew that a beaver’s arse was so 
valuable? 

They are quite chunky, being 
the size of a spaniel, with a length 
of 1 m, a 50 cm tail and a weight 
of up to 30 kg. 

Why bring them back? Well, 
they are an ecosystem engineer, 
chopping down trees and making 
dams, which creates a varied 
and wide habitat, not just for 
beavers but for other wildlife, 
too, including fish. They are 
vegetarians, eating leaves, roots 
and stems, so there’s no need to 
worry about them eating fish. 

Being the second largest 
rodent in the world, behind the 
South American capybara, they 
are powerful animals and have 
a bite powerful enough to chop 
down trees. They have a bite 
force of around 180 pounds 
whereas humans have a bite 
force of around 88 pounds. 

What about the concern 
about beaver dams blocking 
river flow and fish migration? 
Well, beavers create braided, 
meandering rivers, with clean 
and extensive spawning gravels 
for fish. The evidence suggests 
that young fish grow faster and 
return to sea healthier if they live 
in beaver ponds. The dams also 
offer shelter for fry when winter 
floods rage and when predators 
are nearby. 

Beavers will chase off other 
species, such as otters, which 
may otherwise prove a threat to 
their young. Many invertebrates 


also live in dams, the huge mud 
and wood structure providing 
food for growing fish fry. 

They help humans by reducing 
flooding downstream, the 
channels, dams and wetland 
habitats that beavers create 
holding water back and releasing 
it slowly after heavy rain. 

A study on the economic 
impacts of beavers by the 
University of Oxford Wildlife 
Conservation Research Unit 
concluded: “With forethought, 
prior consultation and planning, 
a beaver reintroduction should 
bring significant monetary 
benefits within the local 
economy and communities 
that could greatly outweigh any 
potential negative impacts.” 

The landowners of Woodland 
Valley Farm, in Cornwall, 
produced surveys of fish stocks 
before and after beavers were 
introduced into the River Otter. 
Electrofishing produced lots of 
species, including sticklebacks, 
minnows, brown trout and 
lamprey, ail of which thrived 
and increased in number after 
beavers had been established. 

Not every river across the 
country is going to be suitable 
for beavers, but there are many 
stretches of rivers and lakes that 
could support these once-native 
rodents. Some worry about 
them spreading disease, such 
as Echinococcus multilocularis , 
which can spread to dogs and 
humans, for whom it can be fatal, 
even though Britain is currently 
free of this parasite. There is 
also concern that our rivers are 
drastically different from when 
we last had beavers, many in 
poor health. 

I went to the River Tay, in 
Perthshire, to try to spot one. 

It was quite surreal walking 
along the riverbank at dusk 
and spotting half-chewed trees 
and walkways where beavers 
had passed through. It was like 
taking a step back in time to 
400 years ago, mist rising off 
the Tay and the sun just peeking 
through tree canopies. I parked 
my car by the river, raised my 
binoculars to my eyes and 
waited in anticipation. Alas, I 
was beaverless. They are shy 
animals, so you’re lucky if you 
spot one, even in areas where 
there is a population of them. 

With reintroductions of 
charismatic creatures such as 
beavers, sea eagles and pine 
marten being quite topical at the 
moment, maybe fish of the past 
have a chance to re-establish 
themselves, the Norfolk Rivers 
Trust currently seeking to bring 
back burbot. Maybe one day 
European sturgeon will return to 
our waterways. One can dream! 

















Shawn Kittridge, 33, can’t get enough of fishing, 
loving the challenge of match, fly, lure and sea 
disciplines. At the age of 13, he fished alongside 
Welsh international Clive Branson and performed 
better than his Cardiff Nomads colleagues, finishing 
higher than them all in a winter league. The 
Somerset all-rounder currently works in the angling 
trade and was keen to tell you all about his life. 


I STARTED fishing when 
I was aged five. My dad, 
Steve, took me to our local 
Highbridge AA Apex Pond, in 
Somerset, and handed me 
a whip, a bucket and a pint 
of maggots. I was happy just 
sitting and catching roach. 

Over the years, I received 
fishing gear gifts at Christmas 
and on my birthday. I was 
hooked from Day One, and 
wanted to go fishing every day. 
I found school very hard, but 
loved the outdoors. 

I've never stopped loving 
fishing. My mum and dad 
split up when I was ten, and 
it was my mum who drove 
me to fisheries during the 
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school holidays. She knew 
that I wouldn’t be causing any 
trouble by going fishing. 

I fished with my dad, who 
was a keen match angler, at 
weekends and sometimes 
after school. He then started 
to run junior matches for 
Highbridge AA, allowing me 
to spend some precious time 
with him. He would sit behind 
me while I fished. 

I started fishing matches, 
and always had great battles 
with a local lad, Lee Dingley. I 
always went for skimmers and 
bream, while he sat it out for 
carp. Lee is now head bailiff for 
Highbridge AA. 

When I was 13,1 fished my 


first ever winter league for 
Cardiff Nomads, and I was the 
top team member that year. I 
was over the moon. 

Jeff Reasons, at Thyers 
Fishing Tackle, in Highbridge, 
helped out juniors in any way 
possible, even if it was just 
handing out a few maggots 
or bags of groundbait. I loved 
going into the shop and asking 
questions, and my mum 
always knew where to find me. 

I was then offered work 
at the shop after school, 
preparing casters, topping up 
the groundbait, making coffee, 
tidying and stocking items. 

I got paid in bait, which was 
great, as it took care of my bait 
for the weekend. 

At 16,1 got a job in a 
factory, building wooden 
conservatories. Working from 
7am to 3pm, I would head to 
the fishing shop and finish the 
rest of my day there. 

With a full-time wage, I 
ended up spending lots in the 
fishing shop. I enjoyed getting 
my hands on new gear, saving 
up for bigger items and testing 
it all out. 


Team player 

I’ve joined various teams over 
the years, including Thyers, 
Veals and Thatchers. I love 
team fishing and the laughs 
and banter that come with it. 
The draw before the match, 
the match itself and then a 
pint with mates afterwards is 
fantastic. 

] spent many years travelling 
with an outstanding angler, 
South West all-rounder Russel 
Tinklin, who now owns Thyers 
Fishing Tackle. He was like 
a second dad to me, and I 
learned so much from him. 
Anyone who knows him will 
know how good an angler he is. 
He was always picked for the 
Thatchers team. 

1 won my first festival, at 
Stafford Moor, in Devon, when 
I was 18, and I have Russ to 
thank for that, as he helped me 
out a lot. 

1 am now sponsored by 
Mosella UK. Boss Vic Bush has 
helped me from the age of 13, 
supplying me with clothing, 
luggage and bait. He's great to 
turn to for advice, as he’s very 
knowledgeable. 



Shawn Kittridge 
doing what he 
does best - 
catching fish. 
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Warehouse work 

I have been working at the 
Fishing Tackle Warehouse, 
Weston-super-Mare, for just 
over nine months. I previously 
worked for Waitrose for nine 
years, mainly on the meat and 
fish counter. I also did a short 
stint at Thyers Fishing Tackle, 
but during this time I lost my 
passion for the sport. When I 
fished matches, people asked 
me about bait or gave me 
orders for the shop, but I just 
wanted to fish. 

I was wary about going back 
into the fishing trade when 
I was given the opportunity 
to work for Fishing Tackle 
Warehouse, but I am now 
much better at keeping work 
and fishing separate. 

I love working there. It is 
a small family-run business, 
Gavin Rees and Lucy Rees 
running it, with the aid of 
myself and Miley, their 
daughter, who helps out on 
Saturday mornings. 

The whole picture 

Another one of my passions 
is photography. When I fish 


with Mail columnist Brian Gay, 
who is a great photographer 
and shoots a monthly video 
featuring Will Raison, I do my 
best to learn from him. 

I'm having a go at making 
my own short videos, 
something that I want to keep 
exploring. He is a great person 
to learn from, as he clearly 
explains what he’s doing and 
how. 

We both love fishing and 
have travelled to many 
places together for all kinds 


of species, including perch, 
catfish and roach. We are really 
busy in the winter, a time when 
fish are displaying their best 
colours. We both love chub and 
perch fishing, and the bright 
red fins of perch look amazing 
in pictures. I have also helped 
him with Angler's Mail features, 
and have had a few shots that 
have made the front cover 
of the magazine. I’m looking 
forward to getting out with him 
again soon, chasing river chub 
and big canal perch. 


Sharing a passion 

I try to get out fishing twice a 
week. I like to fish matches on 
Sundays, and on Mondays I 
fish according to the season. 

If I had been able to get out 
during the recent lockdown, I 
would have targeted tench or 
big carp. 

My fiancee, Hannah, likes to 
come fishing with me when the 
weather is good, whether it’s 
from a beach, kayak or sitting 
behind carp alarms, which 
is Hannah’s favourite, as she 
usually gets to read a book. 

She enjoys playing for her 
local hockey team, Nailsea 
Ladies, every Saturday. We 
are similar in that we are both 
passionate about our hobbies. 

Up for the challenge 

I love all aspects of fishing, 
be it sea, carp, match or lure. 

I also love fly fishing at Chew 
Valley Lake and Blagdon. 

I like to compete, which is 
why match fishing has always 
been my go-to discipline. One 
year, I tried to win matches 

Continued over» 
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Shawn’s fiancee, 
Hannah, likes sea 
fishing from a kayak. 



in three disciplines - sea, 
freshwater and carp. 

I won a freshwater match 
at Acorn Fishery and a sea 
match at Kingston Seawall, but 
unfortunately I didn’t manage 
to win a specimen carp match 
at Durleigh Reservoir 

At the start of this year I set 
myself a target to catch a 
30 lb carp, a 10 lb barbel and 
a 10 lb tench. With the impact 
of Covid-19, I'm not sure how 
things will pan out now, so I 
might focus on just catching a 
big carp from my local Walrow 
Ponds. 

Walrow contains some 
fantastic fish - really old 
warriors with lots of character. 
All the lakes present 
challenges, from snags to open 
water areas. 

I also like to target the 
venue’s bream, and have had 
them to 11 lb 6 oz. Plenty of 
tench and good nets of roach 
on hemp are also possible. 

One of my favourite venues 
is the River Tone, in Taunton. 
Some areas are free to fish and 
some are run by Taunton AA. 
When you see the river, you 
don’t think that you will catch 
anything, as it looks like a 
ditch, but it’s full offish. 

Brian Gay and I have spent 
many hours walking the river. 
There are so many ways to 
approach it, including a pole 
in the town centre for big bags 
of roach or a waggler for the 
chub. 

You can also tempt trout 
on fly gear, but they can be 
a nuisance when fishing a 
waggler and maggots.I also like 
to lure fish for chub and other 
predators. 



Shawn likes to target perch. 



A shore-caught flatfish. 


In summer, the river is 
as clear as tap water, and 
with a good set of polarised 
sunglasses you can see fish 
come out from nowhere and 
hit your lure, which really gets 
my heart racing. 


Trotting for 
Stillwater skimmers 

A method that I enjoy and 
have mastered with some 
success is trotting an 
undertow in stiilwaters for 
skimmers and bream. 

An undertow travels in 
the opposite direction of 
surface drift, so any bait 
moving with it must appear 
natural to fish. It’s a method 
that allows you to search a 
peg to find where the fish 
are holding up. 

Before the Covid-19 
lockdown, I trotted a 
waggler at Avalon Fisheries, 
Westhay, near Glastonbury. 

I set up two 12 ft Daiwa 
Tournament rods and 
loaded my spools with 
3 lb Preston Feeder Mono - 
one for fishing maggots and 
the other for presenting a 
bigger bait beneath a float 
with a thicker bristle. When 
it is windy, you need a mono 
that sinks well, to beat 
surface drift and to trot a 
rig in undertow. 

The key is to fish 
sufficiently overdepth, 
as it will allow the bait to 
move with the undertow 
and the float to move in the 
opposite direction to the 
surface drift. 

You need to undershot 
the float so that all of the 
insert is visible, and you 
may have to fish a foot or 



two overdepth if there's a 
strong tow. 

Corn or worm hook 
baits can drag along the 
bottom, so you may need 
to undershot the float even 
more to make them move 
more freely. The float tip 
will dip when the rig and 
bait is dragging along the 
deck. 

I used 2.5 g Drennan Visi 
Wagglers for this session. 
Their tips are very visible 
and, being loaded, they 
don’t need a lot of shot - I 
try to have only four No.8 
Stotz on the line. I tied a 
16 Preston SFL-B hook to a 
0.11 mm nylon hook link. 

Go with the flow 

I started by plumbing my 
peg, marking the depth on 
my rod with Tipp-Ex, by 
putting the hook in the butt 
eye and the float against 
the rod. This allows me to 
adjust my rig accordingly. 

I started at dead depth, to 
see how my rig responded 
in the tow, all the while 
looking for bites. 

I fed three balls of 
groundbait, about the size 
of cricket balls, mixed 
with Tom Thick Intelligent 
Black and Intelligent Sweet 
Groundbait in equal ratios. I 
added a handful of maggots 
and casters to the mix, 
along with a few grains of 
corn, which I like coated 




* 
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c 

Shawn’s waggler rig, 
most of the weight 
just under the float. 
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66 Once you get it right, you 
can get skimmers and bream 
coming like clockwork. 99 


with Tom Thick Supa Sweet 
Liquid. 

I started with the maggot 
rod, presenting a single red 
maggot on the hook, and I 
was into fish straight away. I 
then had a bite a chuck from 
roach and rudd, but I wanted 
to target the skimmers, so I 
swapped to the corn set-up. 

I loosefed 20 casters 
before every cast, landing 
the float beyond the feed 
before winding the corn into 
it. I still couldn’t get through 
the roach and rudd, so I fed a 
small pinch of 4 mm coarse 
pellets. Bingo! I had to wait 
longer for a bite, but it was 
from a 1 lb 8 oz skimmer. 

You can fish dead depth 
if there’s no wind, but the 
stronger the tow, the more 
overdepth you have to go. 

I ended up having to go six 
inches overdepth in the 
session. 

The insert of the float 
was visible to start off with, 
but only half of the orange 
tip showed once the corn 
started tripping along the 
bottom. 

If I presented the bait 
more overdepth, it would 
come to a standstill and 
not trip through. I might 
have still got a bite, but I 
believe a bait moving with 
the undertow is taken 
much more quickly by fish, 
including bigger, more wary 
bream, as it appears more 
natural. 

I hope you realise that a 
bait being pulled along the 
bottom in the same direction 
of surface drift would look 
completely unnatural. 

You need to practise and 
experiment with the method. 
Once you get it right, you can 
get the skimmers and bream 
coming like clockwork. It will 
sometimes seem as if they 
are just queuing up to take 
your bait. 


Reading your swim and 
reacting to bites is so 
important, and professional 
anglers are masters at it. 

Des Shipp, for example, picks 
it up so fast. 

It can take half an hour 
to fine-tune everything, but 
bites will come a lot faster 
than they would when fishing 
a bait static. When you get it 
right, you'll also catch wiser, 
bigger fish. 

You can feel stupid when 
the wind drops and the 
whole of your float’s insert is 
showing above the surface. 
This is when you might want 
to reach for another other 
rod that is set to present a 
bait 1 in. overdepth. 

Winning bags 

I ended up with 25-30 lb of 
skimmers which, considering 
the conditions, is fantastic 
on a waggler. 

It’s a method that I’ve 
used a lot, having won a few 
Open matches and topped a 
few sections when employing 
it. 

While a pole might be 
more direct and quicker 
for skimmers, this method 
comes into its own when the 
fish are past pole range, or 
when it's too windy to handle 
a pole comfortably. 

I like to fish this method 
on Highbridge AA’s Apex 
and Walrow Ponds, Durleigh 
Reservoir, The Sedges, the 
River Hunstpill and the 
King's Sedgemoor Drain. 

It's a method that you can 
tweak with different hook 
baits. I have used it with 
whole dendrobaenas at The 
Sedges, as the lakes contain 
a lot of big fish there. 

Give it a go! 

RIGHT: Shawn caught these 
skimmers and bream by trotting 
bait at the same speed as the 
undertow at Avalon Fisheries. 


66 You can feel stupid when 
the wind drops and the 
whole of your float’s insert 
is showing above 
the surface. W 



Get the method right and skimmers and bream will be queuing up. 
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The smallest tactical change or tackle tweak can transform your fishing session, 
so here are some of the very best fishing tips to help you put more fish in the net. 


Open up more river swims with waders 


It is worth investing in 
a pair of thigh waders 
or chest waders if you 
are going to fish rivers 
regularly. They allow you 


to fish a few feet out from 
overgrown banks, ensuring 
that you don't snag up; 
trot different lines with 
more control; present your 


bait in places that cannot 
be reached from the bank, 
including deep gullies and 
hidey-holes; and help you 
to return fish safely. 



t 



See surface baits 
more clearly 

Keeping an eye on a buoyant dog 
biscuit, wafter or pellet hook bait in 
a ripple on the surface while carp are 
taking free offerings can be tricky. 

One way to make your hook bait 
more visible is to cap it with a sliver 
of a yellow or pink pop-up, which 
can be glued or hair-rigged in place, 
helping you to time your strike when 
a carp takes it. 



Catch chub on crust 

Using crust to locate and catch chub at the 
start of the rivers season is a really exciting 
method, and works especially well on small 
rivers with cover. 

Walk to the top of a stretch, feed pieces 
of crust, follow them downstream, and look 
for swirling water and listen for a slurping 
sound, a sure sign that you’ve found fish 
eager to feed. Then all you need to do is 
work out a way of drifting a freelined piece 
of crust down to the fish. 

Use a soft-actioned float rod, 6 lb line 
and a size 6 hook. Chub fight hard, so 
try to get the upper hand straight away, 
keeping them away from snags. 
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Drennan Loafers are ideal for trotting rivers 


Drennan Loafer floats are 
ideal for trotting baits in 
shallow rivers and streams, 
whether you're presenting 
maggots, worms, cubes 
of meat or big chunks of 
bread flake on the hook. 

Light, durable and made 
from clear plastic, light 
passes through them, 
preventing a dark shadow 


from being cast on the 
bottom, which can spook 
fish. They are top tactician 
Dave Coster’s favourite 
floats for fast-flowing, 
shallow water. Instead of 
having the bulk shot down 
the rig, Dave likes to place 
most of the weight under 
the eye of the float and a 
couple of No.6 or 8 shot 


spread out below, as it 
makes it easy to control 
on a tight line and avoids 
spooking fish. 

The floats are available in 
a range of sizes, including 
some really small ones, for 
shallow runs, and larger 
versions, for medium- 
to-fast-paced water with 
depths to 8 ft. 



Chaise your mobile 
phone while you are 
on the bank 


When fishing a long session, perhaps 
an overnighter, the battery on your 
mobile may run out, especially if you 
use it for catch shots, so why not 
invest in a portable charger? 

Many models are capable of 
charging mobile phones multiple 
times. As with most things, the higher 
the specification, the higher the price. 

By fully charging your phone just 
before you set out on a fishing trip, 
you’ll have plenty of power in reserve 
for when you need it. 



The early bird catches the fish 

Arriving at a Stillwater fish rolling on the surface, also help to keep you one the time they turn up. 

at the crack of dawn and whether you’re after carp, step ahead of other anglers, Once the world has 
looking for feeding fish can bream or tench, then set especially the ones who woken up and the sun is 

make a world of difference your trap carefully. arrive later on, having had a high in the sky, feeding 

to your chances of catching Pinpointing a few areas lie-in. You might even be on activity is likely to slow and 
something. where there’s natural food, your way home with a fish your chances of catching 

Look for bubbles rising or such as bloodworm, will or two under your belt by fish diminish. 
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river 

patterns 


RIDGEMONKEY 

WINNER 


Q Can you shed light on 
signs in water patterns 
to determine any possible 
indication of fish? 

Matthew Spindler, 
Clacton-On-Sea, Essex. 

A With the rivers now 

open, many of us will be 
carefully scanning the surface of 
a running water for signs of fish 
and, as always, an insight into 
their secret lives and habitats 
may help us to hook up with a 
few more in the season ahead. 

Given a small river, a good 
pair of polarised glasses and 
perfect water clarity, fish 
spotting will always offer the 
best possible indication of 
where fish are, though this is an 
art in itself. 

Spotting fish in big rivers 
is rarely possible, given the 
turbid water that most of us 
face in these days of nutrient 
enrichment and heavy boat 
traffic. However, lockdown has 
reduced boat traffic, and we 
have enjoyed better clarity and 
increased weed growth this 
spring as a result. 

In coloured conditions, far 
too many anglers ‘chuck it and 
chance it'This tactic can catch 
plenty of fish (it has certainly 
caught me a fair few over the 
years), but it is usually far more 
productive to play detective and 
use the visual clues that waters 
provide us with to determine 
what may lie beneath. 

Reading the river and 
understanding why fish inhabit 
certain areas at certain times 
does take time to perfect, but it 


is universally acknowledged that 
an angler with an understanding 
of watercraft will always catch 
more fish than an uninformed 
one. 

Take time to walk a section 
of river before you fish it, and 
look closely at the way in 
which the water flows. Rivers 
are not uniform, and the more 
you look, the more patterns 
you see beginning to emerge. 
There will be areas of turbulent 
water, patches of steady 
water, currents diverging then 
converging, sections that boil, 
currents of different speed 
running alongside one another, 
and areas that are relatively 
featureless and uniform. 

These various river currents 
all influence where food items 
will be trapped and where fish 
can hold station comfortably. 
Location is largely governed by 
the requirement to maximise 
the opportunity to feed, while 
minimising the expenditure of 
energy to do so. Work out where 
the food is and fish will never be 
far away. 

There are, of course, many 
more current patterns than the 
obvious ones that I’ve pointed 
out, and they overlap and vary 
as the season progresses. For 
example, a turbulent summer 
swim may be a steady winter 
glide. 

It certainly pays to study 
the river that you intend to fish 
in summer, in order to better 
understand it in winter. Just 
remember that fish will always 
seek food and shelter, so find 
current patterns that offer those 
and you will find fish. 

Let’s take a quick look at 
some of the easier current 
patterns to spot. 


Dr IAN WELCH 

The well-travelled freshwater biologist and top angler brings 
you his fascinating weekly insight into the secret lives of fish. 


Creases 

A crease is simply an area 
where currents of different 
speed run alongside one 
another. Obvious examples 
occur downstream of bends 
and bankside snags, where 
the current downstream of 
the obstruction is slowed in 
relation to the main current. 
There is often an area of slack 
water immediately behind 
the obstruction, and a clearly 
defined ‘crease’ of water where 
the two currents flow together 
before they retain their 
uniformity. 

Food being washed 
downstream in the main 
current will tend to settle out in 
the slacker water, and in normal 
water conditions fish will sit 
right at the edge of the faster 
water, conserving energy and 
intercepting food as it flows 
past. In high water, the fish tend 
to drop further back along the 
crease, or into slightly slacker 
water, to conserve energy. 


Explore the entire length and 
breadth of the crease with a 
bait, as different species hold in 
different areas, often relating to 
water speed and temperature. 

Slacks 

These areas of dead water, 
with no discernible water 
movement, often attract 
the attention of anglers, 
being areas where baits can 
be presented easily. They 
rarely hold fish, although 
pike may occasionally take 
up temporary residence. In 
high water, when fish seek 
refuge from floodwater, or in 
exceptionally cold conditions, 
they can harbour fish, but in 
most conditions fish will seek 
out areas with some degree of 
water movement. 

Eddies 

Eddies are areas of swirling 
water, the water flowing back 
upstream against the current, 
and are most common during 
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periods of high water. The 
current patterns in such areas 
are often unpredictable, vary 
rapidly, and rarely harbour fish. 

Junctions 

A junction swim is one where an 
obstruction in the river - often 
midstream - causes the current 
to diverge and then rejoin a 
little way downstream. Such 
areas are frequently formed at 
the downstream end of weed 
or reedbeds, and the area of 
steady water immediately 
upstream of where the currents 
meet is usually a banker for 
a bite or two, especially from 
chub, which love to shelter in 
these steady currents. 

Turbulence 

Any degree of turbulence in 
the water's surface indicates 
an obstruction on the riverbed, 
the greater the turbulence, the 
greater the irregularities below. 
Physical features, such as the 
riverbed suddenly shallowing, 


the presence of rocks or debris, 
or a narrowing of the channel, 
may cause sudden turbulence. 

Unless you are aware of what 
is causing the turbulence, it is 
difficult to ascertain whether or 
not it will hold fish. Turbulence 
caused by the river suddenly 
shallowing may certainly lead 
to fish sheltering in the deeper 
water above or below the 
obstruction, where food will 
naturally drop out of the current. 

Sudden changes in current 
speed and an increase in 
turbulence immediately below 
a river restriction, such as a 
narrowing between banks, is 
prime territory for summer 
barbel. 

Intermittent boils 

Sounding like a medical 
complaint, occasional boils on 
the surface of a river usually 
indicate the presence of a 
bed, or beds, of weed, often 
streamer weed, and these are 
classic areas for finding fish, 


especially barbel and chub, 
which shelter behind them, out 
of the main force of the current. 

You need to study these 
areas very carefully indeed, 
looking for areas that always 
remain smooth and uniform 
in flow, and then learn how 
to present a bait in them 
effectively. 

Uniform glides 

Areas of uniformly steady 
water without obvious current 
patterns can be challenging 
to read, but all such areas will 
harbour riverbed depressions, 
which fish will regularly forage 
in. If I were forced to choose 
one type of swim for big barbel 
and roach, it would be a short 


section of steady, uniform 
water with a reasonable push 
of water between two bends in 
a river, especially if it is running 
over fine gravel. 

These short, straight 
sections offer a variety of 
environments that the fish 
can exploit in different water 
conditions. 

Current diversions 

Areas where the current 
suddenly diverts for no 
apparent reason will regularly 
hold fish. They are often formed 
by a sharp undulation in the 
riverbed, which channels food 
in a defined narrow corridor, 
creating a perfect food trap 
that most river fish will exploit. 


Ask & WIN 

RIDGEMONKEY 
PRIZES TO BE WON! 

Turn to p.36 for full details. 
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The Mail's top tactician has been innovating tackle and tactics for decades. 

The clever tricks that he uses on the bank will make a big difference to your catches. 



Many hook patterns come and go, but a few special designs stand the test of time. 
Dave Coster reveals his favourites. 


SENSAS 
3405 BLACK 

A fine wire, spade-end hook with 
a medium shank, small barb and 
a round bend. I prefer the black 
nickel version to the bronze 
model. It comes in conventional 
14-24 sizes, along with unusual 17 
and 19 intermediate gauges. The 
model is hugely popular across the 
continent, although it was initially 
pushed into the background 
by carp puddle patterns over 
here, before becoming widely 
recognised. 

It is highly regarded as a top 
silver fish design for light rigs and 
baits such as maggots, casters and 
hemp. I use 14 and 16 sizes with 
light feeder tackle in winter, liking 
the fact that the subdued black 
finish doesn’t spook fish in clear 
water, as it blends in well with silt 
and dark baits. 




GURU MWG 

This eyed, forged hook is at 
the tough end of the strength 
spectrum, primarily suited 
for use with strong lines and 
hair-rigged or banded baits 
such as pellets and wafters. 

It’s ideal for targeting big fish 
such as carp. The dull grey, 
Teflon-coated, wide gape, inward 
point and compact nature of 
this barbless design makes it a 


perfect choice for a wide range 
of big fish applications. It’s my 
first choice when short, strong 
traces are needed with pellet, 
Method or Hybrid feeders. It’s 
also a top hook for beefed-up 
float or conventional feeder 
tackle, particularly when fishing 
snag-infested venues. The eye 
prevents line damage when rigs 
get caught up in weed. They’re 
available in 10-20 sizes. 




Bronze, Barbless, Spade End, 
Special Bend, Long Shank, 
Nominal Wire Gauge 0.36mm Forged, 
Chemically Etched Long Needle Point. 



DRENNAN 

SILVERFISH 

A uniquely forged, light bronze, 
barbless, fine wire, spade-end hook 
with a square bend. As the name 
suggests, it's a brilliant silver fish 
pattern, but it’s also strong enough 
to deal with big fish. It has a long 
needlepoint that leans slightly 
inwards, helping it to gain a secure 
hold. Sizes range from 14-22, the 


smaller gauges perfect for light 
pole and running-line rigs, when 
using baits such as hemp, casters, 
maggots, pinkies, punch or small 
soft pellets. What stands this 
classic out from the crowd is the 
way in which its super-sharp point 
doesn’t blunt, even when you’re 
bagging up. It’s a superb hook 
for roach and skimmers, and for 
swinging in fish with a whip. 
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GAMAKATSU 

PELLET 

Gamakatsu Pellet Barbless 
hooks go back nearly 20 years. I 
have been using them for a long 
time and haven’t found anything 
better, particularly for bagging 
carp on commercial fisheries. 
These super-strong, light bronze, 
spade-end, beaked-point hooks 
have a medium wire gauge and a 


compact shape. Sizes are 10-20, 
the larger ones suiting paste and 
meat, the smaller being perfect for 
pellets and corn. The unobtrusive 
nature of the pattern pulls a 
higher percentage of bites. I’ve 
landed some monster carp when 
using them. My go-to size for 
pellets is 16, which works perfectly 
with 0.14-0.16 mm rig lines, never 
blunting or opening out. 



DRENNAN 
SUPER SPADE 

Extremely strong, forged, 
spade-end hooks with a hint of 
a crystal bend (sitting forwards, 
towards the point). Finished in a 
bronze colour, they have micro¬ 
barbs, slightly beaked points 
and medium-sized shanks. A cult 
pattern for several decades, even 
the smaller sizes are incredibly 
strong. They are ideal for river 


feeder tactics and heavy-duty 
float fishing for big fish. Many 
hooks open out when using heavy 
feeders in fast-flowing water, 
but not this classic, which is a 
favourite design for specimen 
chub and barbel. As with all strong 
spade-end designs, knots need 
to be heavily whipped to prevent 
slippage and line damage. The 
10-20 sizes are ideal when direct 
hooking of baits is preferred. 



TUBERTINI 
SERIES 18 

This is a cult hook, particularly with 
match anglers, and is available 
only in specialist tackle shops. 

It’s a bronze, spade-end pattern 
with a rounded, soft, crystal bend, 
a long needlepoint and a micro 
barb. For a medium-wire hook, this 
pronounced wide gape design is 


very strong. It has gained a big 
following with bream anglers using 
groundbait feeders, along with 
block-end feeder and float tactics 
on rivers. It’s a perfect match for 
maggots, casters, worms, hemp 
and tares. The range features even 
sizes from 12-22, along with an 
intermediate 15. All gauges are one 
size larger than standard models. 



KAMASAN B511 


No selection of classic hook 
patterns could be without one 
of the longest-serving models, 
Kamasan B511, which has been 
around for several decades. This 
nickel, wide gape, spade-end 
design has a flattened, crystal 
bend, a medium-length shank 
and a tiny 'whisker' barb. Made 
from a super-high carbon wire, 
this is the number one choice for 



Wide Gape 
Jo Nickel 

SIZE 

16 

n 


pack 



Chemically 
Sharpened v '‘ 
Needle Point Hooks 
Fine Gauge Wire 
Flat Crystal Bend 
Spade End 




bread punch and hemp fishing, 
the smaller sizes suiting squatt 
and pinkie tactics. Available 
in sizes 10-24, attach them to 
light lines when targeting roach, 
skimmers and rudd. They are 
also a favourite choice on canals 
and drains when fishing small 
maggots for mixed catches. The 
needlepoint stays sharp, making 
this pattern a good choice for 
busy whip sessions. 



COLMIC B957 

Many bream anglers have been using this cult, 
round-bend, bronze hook for over two decades. 
Although it’s a medium-wire hook, it can 
cope with skimmers, big bream, hybrids and 
large perch. Over recent years, the B957 has 
been tricky to get hold of, but you can locate 
a supply of them if you shop around. This 
spade-end, micro-barb pattern has long been 
my favourite for groundbait and cage feeder 
tactics. Sizes 12 and 14 suit bigger hook baits, 
16 covers general work, while 18 is brilliant for 
float fishing with small baits for river chub. 
Heavily copied but never bettered, the 12-22 
sizes cover many medium-strength rigs. 
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Dave Coster, the Mail’s top tactician, has all 
the coarse angling answers you’ll ever need 



RIDGEMONKEY 

WINNER 


Q What is the reason 
for having small bait 
bands installed on hair-rigs? 

Paul Hemsworth, 
Nottinghamshire. 

A Bait bands installed 
on short hairs have 


been made popular by match 
anglers. 

You have to spend a lot of 
time drilling, threading and 
installing fiddly stops every 
time a new bait is required 
on a conventional hair-rig, 
but it takes only a few seconds 
to install a hard pellet or 
dumbbell wafter on a 
hair-rigged band. 

You still get the benefits of a 


hair-rig presentation, the bait 
being flexible and ahead of the 
hook, making it easy for fish to 
suck it in. 

The bait is secured for long 
periods, saving you time and 
increasing your chances of 
catching more fish. 

The new type of latex band 
has incredible stretch, fitting 
most sizes of pellet, whether 
you are legering or float fishing. 


Ask 
& WIN 

EMAIL YOUR 
QUESTIONS TO: 

amquestions 

@ti-media.com 

Or write to: Answers, Angler's Mail, 
Tl Media Limited, Pinehurst 2, 
Pinehurst Road, Farnborough, 
Farnborough Business Park, 
Hampshire, GU147BF. 

To receive your prize, please 
include your name, address 
and phone number. 

PRIZEWINNERS 
NOW WIN 

A RidgeMonkey 
ThermoMug and a 
GorillaBox Tech Case 




DAVE COSTER’S RIG BITS CLINIC 

Dave reveals the traditional and 
modern end tackle that will help 
you catch more fish. 


QUICK-CHANGE 
SWIVELS & 
SLEEVES 

The addition of a quick-change swivel and a 
sleeve will push a trace and hook away from 
a Method feeder on the cast, preventing it 
from tangling. A quick-change swivel also 
allows hook lengths to be switched quickly, 
without the need to tie a knot. 
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% COLIN DAVIDSON 


The thinking carp angler offers his opinion, insight and advice every week 
exclusively here in Angler’s Mail. Col will help you become a wiser angler. 



Bait purportedly fit for a king carp comes at a cost, these 1 kg hags of Nashbait stabilised boilies setting you 
back around £12, so it makes economic sense to keep them in tip-top condition. 


situation. If you’re fishing 
mornings, evenings or during 
the day, all you need to do is 
place a bucket or a rucksack of 
bait in a shaded area to keep it 


in prime condition. 

Longer sessions cause 
greater headaches, and by 
their nature tend to involve 
greater quantities of bait, 


and therefore more to be 
potentially spoiled. 

Here’s how to keep bait 
in tip-top condition for long 
periods of time. 


B AIT is one of our biggest 
expenses, a 1 kg bag of 
boilies costing around £12 
these days, so it makes sense 
to ensure that it stays in the 
best condition possible and at 
its most attractive. 

I'm an unashamed fan of 
stabilised baits, and believe 
that frozen boilies belong to 
a bygone era. I always make 
sure my boilies are kept well. A 
packet of biscuits is a useful 
analogy. A biscuit from a 
freshly opened packet is lovely, 
but if you leave the packet 
lying around for a few days the 
biscuits get a bit soft and are 
nowhere near as appealing. 

I see a lot of bags of boilies 
left lying in the sun, in hot 
vehicles, sweating up on the 
inside of the packet. I wouldn’t 
treat human food that way and 
still expect it to be anywhere 
near as appealing. Would 
you eat a boiled egg after it 
had been in a car bathed in 
sunshine for a few hours? 

Bait storage is always 
relative to your fishing 


Dry-bag belters 

AIR-DRIED baits have long 
been a favourite of carpers 
who depend on frozen 
boilies. They like to take 
them on long sessions or 
holiday trips, aware that 
freezer baits are unlikely to 
last more than a few days in 
high temperatures without 
spoiling. 

You can use frozen bait 
for the first couple of days, 
and then have a stash of 
pre-dried boilies ready to 
continue fishing with after 
the fresh bait has done its 
time. 

You’re best drying bait 
in advance of a session or 
holiday, because you can’t 
guarantee the weather will 
be favourable for drying 
more bait while you fish. 

I recall one very wet 
spring trip to France when 


I had taken only frozen bait 
and had no way of drying it 
through the week because of 
the damp and being confined 
to a bivvy for such long 
periods. The result? Moulding 
frozen bait by the middle of 
the trip. 

Air-dry bags are a cheap 
and easy solution for 
drying bait on the bank and 
preventing it spoiling. Bin 
plastic packaging, whether 
you prefer stabilised or frozen 
boilies, and put them in a 
mesh bag. They allow air to 
circulate more freely, stop 
moisture building up as it is 
drawn out of the bait, and 
allow baits to dry steadily 
until the moisture level is so 
low, they cannot spoil. 

Only put small quantities 
of 1-2 kg in a bag, and shake 
it around now and then, to 
ensure that air gets to all 


of the contents. Session 
carpers often hang air-dry 
bags in trees, the open air and 
shade providing ideal drying 
conditions, unless you are 
unlucky with the weather. 


As freezer baits dry and 
harden, they are much 
easier to introduce via a 
throwing stick, ones straight 
from a bag being too soft, 
splitting in flight. 
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Stack ’em up 

Trays are more efficient at 
drying boilies than bags, the 
only commercial ones that 
I am aware of are made by 
Gardner Tackle, which can 
be stacked, enabling you to 
prepare a quantity of boilies 
without needing huge amounts 
of space. 

Spread bait thinly on the 
trays, avoiding layering them, 
and do not leave them in 
blazing sunshine. 

I think air-drying is best 
done slowly and steadily, as 


you get dehydrated versions 
of a frozen bait, rather than 
ones that are cracked and 
feel brittle. A shed or garage, 
preferably one that is warm, 
has some movement of air and 
is out of direct sunshine, is a 
good place. At this time of year, 
your baits should be dried to 
the centre in four to five days 
without any problems. 

They can then be 
transferred to air-dry bags, 
which will keep them aired 
throughout your trip. 


No meshing 
about 

A recent addition 
to my bait 
storage are 
square, mesh 
bags with a 
zipped top and 
a rigid frame. 

I use them for 
boilies, especially 
for separating 
different sizes 
and shapes. They 
are a godsend, 
containing bait 
and leaving you 
with an empty 
bucket that 
can be used for 
mixing up spod 
mix or slop. 

They will do 
the same drying 
and airing job as 
a bag, and have 
carry handles and a hook, 
enabling you to hang them 
in a tree, to dry baits in the 
traditional way while you are 
on the bank. 


I also use them to store 
my pots of hook baits, the 
mesh enabling me to see 
them easily when I need a 
fresh hook bait. 




Much ado 
about nothing? 

I can hear you now: 
"What is all the fuss 
about keeping bait in 
good condition, Davo?” 
"Is it really worthwhile?" 

I don't know any 
consistently successful 
angler, whether it’s a 
matchman, sea angler 
or a carper, who doesn’t 
want the best possible 
bait at all times. 

Anglers are prepared 
to riddle maggots, 
change newspaper to 
keep ragworm in good 
condition and air boilies 
to prevent them from 
sweating. 

Still not convinced? 
Let’s look at it from 
a practical point of 
view. Bait is expensive, 
and I hate to think of 
how many half bags 
or handfuls of leftover 
boilies have been lobbed 
into fisheries over the 
years because people 
weren't confident 
whether it would be 
quite so effective after 
taking it home with 
them. 

If you look after your 
bait, you know it will 
be in tip-top condition, 
and you won’t be 
quite literally throwing 
money away through 
uncertainty. 


anglersmail.com 16 JUNE | 39 


























SALISBURY 


The ace angling coach is here in the Mail for an exclusive series 
revealing his on-the-bank lessons and views on modern fishing 




W ITH anglers flooding 
back to fishing venues, 
many bait and tackle firms 
are struggling to cope with 
demand, angling having not 
seen a surge in demand like this 
in over 30 years. 

Much of this can be 
attributed to many people 
being off work, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, and 
therefore having more time to 
go fishing. Many lapsed anglers 
have taken up the sport again, 
and some are getting into it for 
the first time. 

As people gradually return to 
work, the number of anglers on 
the bank will dwindle, but I am 
sure that the boost in recent 
weeks will strengthen the 
industry. 

I couldn’t wait to fish an 
Essex syndicate lake again, 
it having recently reopened. 
Even though it was busy, I 
managed to get myself in one 
of my favourite swims for a 
short overnight session, though 
I left empty-handed. In an 
ironic twist of fate, the lake was 
closed again the following day, 
due to the fish spawning. 


There was some light at 
the end of the tunnel, a local 
club water reopening its gates, 
which was a welcome tonic 
to the disappointment of the 
syndicate water closing. 

Set in stunning surroundings, 
the lake contains some lovely 
old English carp, and I’ve 
caught most of the big ones 
over the past two seasons. 

On a balmy evening, I headed 
to the water for the first time 
in over three months. I felt 
really good as I drove through 
the gates, having missed the 
place. My wife, Amanda, joined 
me for the night. She has been 
furloughed since late March, 
and so was keen to come along 
to enjoy the camping aspect of 
the overnight trip. 

Having spotted a group of 
fish feeding near some lily pads 
in the deepest area of the lake, 

I needed little encouragement 
about where to pitch up for the 
night. With darkness quickly 
approaching, I baited a couple 
of multi rigs with Bait-Tech 
Triple-N pop-ups, and then fed 
some matching freebies to 
each spot. As darkness fell, we 


could hear owls hooting and 
the fluttering of bats’ wings as 
they chased flying insects over 
the swim. 

The solace was soon broken 
by the scream of my bite alarm, 
and I was on the rod in a flash. 
Unfortunately, the fish quickly 
sought refuge in the lily pads 
by the far bank and the hook 
pulled. Undeterred, I got the rig 
back on the same spot, only 
to have exactly the same thing 
happen a few hours later. 

In my mind it had become 
a ‘Man Versus Fish War of 
Attrition’, and I was determined 
that I wasn’t going to lose 
another one. 

I lay on my bedchair under a 
brolly at about 11pm. Amanda 
always has her own bivvy on 
our overnight sessions, as she 
doesn’t appreciate being woken 
up by screaming alarms at all 
hours of the night. 

At around lam, I was off my 
bedchair like a shot, my alarm 
registering a ponderous take. I 
lifted into the fish and managed 
to quickly steer it away from 
the lilies. I soon had it in front of 
me and played it under the rod 
tip for what seemed like an age. 
In the light of my headtorch 
I caught a few glimpses of a 
decent-sized fish. 

Eventually I had it beaten, 
as it rolled into the net. Once 
I got it on the unhooking mat 
I realised that I hadn't caught 
it before. To have a lovely 23 lb 
scaly mirror on my mat was a 
very welcome and unexpected 
bonus. 

I transferred the fish to my 
new Kodex Serenity Retainer 
sling while I set up my camera 
gear. I thought it would be best 
to get some pictures done as 
soon as possible, not feeling 
comfortable about retaining 
a fish in warm water until 
daylight, which was three hours 
away. I know that some anglers 



The commotion of landing this 23 lb mirror carp woke Michael’s wife, 
much to her annoyance. 


Michael’s wife, 
Amanda, enjoying 
the finer things in 
(bivvy) life. 




will do it, in search of a perfect 
daybreak photograph, but fish 
safety is paramount for me. 

After a few tense moments 
of getting the fish under control 
on the mat, I managed to take 
a few nice photographs and 
returned it to its home. I was 
under the impression that 
Amanda was asleep throughout 
the process, so I continued 
about my business, casting my 
rig back out. 

I soon discovered that 
Amanda had heard the whole 
thing, and she was most 
displeased that I’d woken her 
up with all of the commotion. In 
the interests of maintaining a 
peaceful life, I decided to reel in 
for the night, which enabled us 
both to get some uninterrupted 
sleep for a few hours. 


A call for coaching 

I have been receiving an 
increasing amount of requests 
for coaching sessions, from 
complete novices, lapsed 
anglers and experienced 
fishermen looking to hone their 
skills. 

It was a very welcome 
surprise to be contacted by a 
former pupil of mine, Harrison 
Gill. I had taught Harrison when 
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I was a schoolteacher, and now 
he wanted a re-introduction to 
angling, aged 20. 

While we reminisced about 
some very amusing times in the 
classroom, he got straight back 
into fishing with aplomb, even 
after a four-year absence. 

It wasn’t long before he was 
casting confidently and landing 
a few nice fish, finishing the 
session with a few mid-doubles 
and some smaller fish, his 
passion for fishing well and 
truly reignited. 

A few days later, I had the 


pleasure of coaching Clive 
Simpson, from Harlow. Clive 
had been carp fishing for 
many years, but was lacking 
in confidence when it came to 
casting. 

After observing him casting 
several times, I was able to 
provide some feedback on 
how he could make some 
improvements to his technique, 
including his grip on the rod 
and the optimum time to 
let his finger release the line 
during the cast. After about 
an hour of casting, it was 



Michael spent a session coaching his former school pupil, Harrison Gill, 
who managed to catch some fine carp, including this mid-double. 


clear to see that Clive was 
improving, particularly with 
regard to maintaining accuracy 
consistently. 

Some of his fellow anglers 
had questioned the point of him 
booking an angling coaching 
session, and his response 
alluded to the fact that 
coaching is commonplace in 
other sports, for participants of 
all abilities. It is not uncommon 
for very accomplished golfers 
to seek coaching on a regular 
basis. For some reason, there 
seems to be a stigma attached 


to doing the same in angling. 
I’m not really sure why that is, 
because we never stop learning 
and bettering our skills. 

Personal improvement 
isn’t always possible on 
our own, as it sometimes 
takes the intervention of a 
coach to pinpoint areas for 
improvement. Thankfully, there 
are an increasing number of 
open-minded anglers who seek 
guidance on all aspects of their 
fishing, and I enjoy nothing 
better than helping them to 
improve their skills. 



If you need help with an aspect of your fishing, don’t hesitate to seek 
help from a coach. Experienced carper Clive Simpson called on Michael 
to help him improve his casting technique. 
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The talented writer, photographer and angler shares his views 
and tactics in this exclusive mini series. 


t 



I HAVE a long affinity with 
East Yorkshire's Driffield 
Canal, stretching back to 
the days when it came to 
prominence as a grayling 
fishery. This spring-fed 
watercourse is effectively a 
man-made chalkstream, and 
grayling initially thrived when 
they were transferred from the 
nearby Driffield Beck in the 
1960s. A 3 lb 14 oz specimen, 
caught in 1966, is still 
considered to be a Yorkshire 
record. 

Over the years, siltation 
became an increasing problem, 
smothering the gravels where 
the grayling spawned, catches 
declining and eventually fading 
away completely as a result. 
Carp and bream were also 


which would enable me to write 
a ‘then and now’ feature. 

Rather than make the 
50-mile journey in unfavourable 
conditions, I would wait for a 
perfect winter or early spring 
day, preferably overcast, 
mild and still. Unfortunately, 
the window of opportunity 
between work, lashing rain, 
bright sunshine and frost never 
arose. Then came coronavirus. 

I was left with the choice 
of abandoning the idea, or 
modifying the plan and simply 
writing a ‘then 1 feature. 


March 1995: the late Tony 
Smith and I had attended 
a Hull DAA work party at 
Brandesburton Gravel Pits, 
and since the Driffield Canal 


66 This spring-fed 
watercourse is effectively a 
man-made chalkstream. 55 


introduced, but they struggled 
to gain a foothold, perhaps 
finding the spring water too 
cold for their liking. 

Only a handful of coarse 
species have established 
self-sustaining populations, 
sharing the canal with rainbow 
trout that have escaped from 
adjoining trout farms. Pike, 
perch and eels are present, 
but it is roach that hold the 
most interest from a personal 
perspective. 

It is some years since I last 
fished the canal, but flicking 
through old diaries and reading 
about past catches made me 
wonder why I had stopped 
going. While a two-pounder 
proved elusive, I came within a 
whisker on several occasions, 
and had a good sprinkling of 
fish around 1 lb 8 oz. 

I hatched a plan to return to 
the canal to see whether the 
big roach were still present, 


was close by, we decided to 
fish there for the remaining 
few hours of daylight. Another 
friend at the work party had 
suggested that we try an area 
close to a trout farm intake, 
where he had caught several 
roach to 2 lb and a solitary 2 lb 
perch a few weeks earlier. 

The surrounding countryside 
is pancake flat, and that day 
it was afflicted by a howling 
easterly wind, blowing straight 
off the North Sea and over 
the nearby Holderness Coast. 
There was little in the way of 
cover to break the wind around 
the intake, so we just had to 
nestle among marginal sedges 
and endure it. 

The bed of the canal in this 
area consisted of filamentous 
weed, and a lead or feeder rig 
would have carried the risk of 
impaired presentation. Instead, 
I decided to lay on with a stick 
float, positioning the rod rests 
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Dave has had many 
memorable moments 
fishing the spring-fed 
Driffield Canal. 


• ai. y 




Dave admiring a 1 lb 15 oz Driffield 
Canal roach, caught in 1995. 


so that as much of my 13 ft 
rod as possible was extended 
across the water. The bait 
was a single caster on a size 
18 hook to a 1.5 lb hook link, 
and I decided to feed regular 
sprinklings of casters. 

The wind tended to push the 
float back towards the bank, so 
I had to restrict the length of 
line between rod tip and float 
to around 3 ft. I was secretly 
thinking that we should have 
driven straight home after the 
work party. Then something 
caught my eye - a tiny 
movement of the float, almost 
imperceptible in the wavelets. 
Was I imagining it? No, there it 
was again. I lifted the rod and 
swung a small roach to my 
hand. Another of a similar size 
followed. 

The third bite was an 
identical, tiny indication, but 
the result was very different. 

A much bigger fish wallowed 
and swirled in the swell, before 
succumbing to the net. It 
wasn’t the prettiest of roach - 
its scales were tarnished and 
its fins were ragged - but it 
was the closest I ever came to 
a Driffield Canal two-pounder, 
missing the mark by an ounce. 

March 1996: 1 was fishing a 
swim immediately upstream of 
a bridge, where a beck enters 
the canal through a tunnel 
beneath a road. The conflicting 
currents had scoured a deep 
glide beneath the bridge. 

Nothing was happening, 
until a shoal of roach drifted 
into the swim from upstream. 

I had a strong inkling that 
they had moved to escape the 
disturbance caused by a couple 


ft There 
was one fish, 
usually at 
the head of 
the group, 
that looked 
huge. 99 

of other anglers. I caught one, 
of 1 lb 9 oz, and then the shoal 
moved to escape me. I followed 
it 50 yards upstream, where I 
caught another of 1 lb 6 oz. It 
moved again, this time back 
down to the bridge. 

Loosefed casters drew 
them out of the deep water 
and up the slope towards the 
inflow. When the feed had 
been cleared, they would 
drop back, returning when 
the next sprinkling of bait was 
introduced. There was one 
fish, usually at the head of the 
group, that looked huge. 

I baited with two casters, a 
light one and a dark one, which 
were plainly visible on the canal 
bed. Two SSG shot on a link of 
line kept the bait in position. 

Several times I pulled the 
casters away from lesser fish, 
and then the big one took the 
bait, but I missed on the strike. 

Finally, I got it right, a 
cracking roach surfacing in a 
flurry. It weighed 1 lb 14 oz. 

■ Driffield Canal is reserved 
for members of Hull & District 
Anglers' Association. Visit 
hdaafishing.co.uk for details. 
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Richard Howard’s 

GEAR OF THE WEEK 

The vastly experienced tackle and baits expert seeks out the latest, most interesting products, giving his 
verdict on each of them, to help you make the right choice. Emai I: richard.howard@ti-media.com 



Fjuka 

Neeonz 


fjuka 




its flavour, you can get on with 
finding out which colour the 
fish want. 

Present them at any depth 
with a float, or on the bottom 
with a bomb or feeder. 

They look really versatile and 
easy to use, and I reckon that 
the yellow ones will work where 
corn is used a lot. 

I really fancy the white 
colour for a bite, and the pink 
and orange colours look to be 


useful as change baits. 

The baits are micronised 
(made of reduced-diameter 
particles), Fjuka reporting 
that they offer 3,000 times 
the available flavour and taste 
of ordinary attractants. Fjuka 
also says that they neutralise 
fish-repellent odours, including 
sweat, fuel and sunscreen. 

They are available from 
tackle shops, amazon.co.uk 
and fjuka.com 


Price: £5.99 each. 

Description: 

fluorescent hooker 
pellets. 

Specifications: 

fluorescent; loaded 
with Sensate Micronized 
Attractants (eight 
attractants, stimulants 
and taste enhancers); supplied 
in a reusable tube; available 
in Powerball Pink, Lightning 
White, Well Hello Yellow and 
Brilliant Orange. 

My verdict: these interesting 
fluorescent hook baits have 
been formulated for maximum 
visual appeal and smell. They 
are the brainchild of Dave 
Preston, the man behind 
Preston Innovations. 

They’re the first hookable 
fluorescent bait that I've come 
across. I’ve heard them being 
described as resembling a 
boilie paste, as they're 6-8 mm 
and mouldable. 

You can make them smaller 
or bigger by pulling some of 
the pellet off or moulding two 
pellets together. You could 
even combine two flavours 
or mould some around a 
completely different hook bait. 

You can change their shape, 
a flatter pellet being ideal if 
you want it to sink slowly and 


rest over weed or silt. 

Fish can show a preference 
for a certain bait colour, even 
in different parts of a swim 
on the same day. Where fish 
have coloured the water 
from feeding on the bottom, 
you may want to switch to a 
different-coloured bait to keep 
bites coming. 

Neeonz are all loaded with a 
blend of attractors that smell 
like herbs. If you're confident in 


\ 
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Middy MX-HS 1.5L 
Hydroseal Pellet/ 
Accessory Case 

Price: £13.99. 


What’s that for? 


Richard’s refresher course is designed to 
help you get to grips with today’s fishing kit. 
Learn from the nation’s top tackle man. 



BOILIE CHOPPER 

Sometimes anglers want to feed chopped 
boilies as well as whole ones, and these 
accessories chop baits quickly. 

There are a few cutters and choppers 
with blades that chop multiple boilies into 
halves, helping them to release plenty of 
attraction. 

By halving boilies, you have double the 
amount of baits in the water, holding fish 
in the swim for longer. 

Chopped boilies are also less likely to 
roll down a sloping bottom than whole 
ones, and are less likely to sink into silt 
and weed. 

Present half a boilie or two halves on a 
hair-rig if you feel that carp have got used 
to dealing with round offerings. 

Chopped boilies can be loosefed or 
incorporated into a particle or spod mix, 
helping you to attract fish to your hook 
bait. 

What are you waiting for? Get chopping! 



Description: 1.5-litre case for storing 
pellets or accessories. 

Specifications: made from 
hard-wearing and water-resistant EVA; 
Hydroseal technology; clear, fully zipped 
lid; designed to fit inside a Hydroseal 
Bait Pro Side Tray Case. 

My verdict: part of the smart, practical 
and modular MX Series luggage range, 
this handy case can be used to store 
bait or accessories on a side tray when 
used in conjunction with a Bait Pro Side 
Tray Case. It’s made of EVA, so you can 
wipe it clean, and the clear lid enables 
you to see the contents easily. 


Cresta Blackthorne 
Barrowseat 

Price: £269.99. 

Description: a barrow that can be 
converted to a seat for a fishing station. 
Specifications: robust aluminium frame; 
folding, removable, waterproof seat; four 
adjustable 25 mm legs; wide and tilting 
mudfeet; anti-slip, adjusting knobs; 36 cm 
tyre; handle with rubber grips; metal 
bait-table; EVA bag for accessories; table 
and bag can be mounted on either side. 

My verdict: you can strap rod holdalls 
and luggage to this simple barrow for 
secure transporting, made easy with the 
manoeuvrability of an air-inflated tyre at 


the front. When you arrive in your swim, 
unload, remove the wheel and handles, 
adjust the height of the legs, clamp the 
upright luggage guard to one side, to 
create a side-table, clamp the EVA bag to 
the other side, for holding rig bits and bait, 
and then fix the seat in place. 

It’s a pretty simple, well-thought-out 
system that takes the strain out of carrying 
kit and offers the comfort of fishing 
from a seat with a backrest. The more 
comfortable you are, the better you’re 
likely to fish. 

It’s worth considering if you're suffering 
from aches and pains after carrying too 
much fishing gear, or if your local waters 
require a long walk, provided you don't 
need to negotiate stiles. 
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Our talented regional experts select the best venues for RIVERS OPENING WEEK 


a river a 


Give 

I T’S always great to have a 
chance to fish flowing water 
again. There's some kind of 
extra ‘buzz’ to be had from 
doing so, in my opinion. 

It's the challenge of finding 
the fish and then teasing 
them onto the hook, because 
they are typically very wily 
indeed, particularly the older, 
larger ones. 

This region has some lovely 
rivers, but it is not as well 
blessed as other areas of 
the country, I would suggest. 
However, each year rivers in 
the Mersey catchment are 
becoming cleaner, and most 


of them are certainly worth 
fishing these days, including 
the Irwell.Tame, upper 
Mersey and Croal. 

A big mistake that many 
anglers make is taking 
too much tackle on a river 
session, a hangover from 
commercials I guess. You 
really need to whittle down 
what you require to the 
basics. 

This will enable you to rove 
and explore more swims 
if your initial choices don't 
deliver. 

Watercraft is also very 
important on rivers. Reading 


go! 

the flow and working out just 
where the fish are likely to be 
is the key to success. 

Stealth is also vital, 
and fishing early or late 
in summer will certainly 
stack the odds of catching 
something firmly in your 
favour. 

There does seem to be an 
upsurge in angler numbers 
this year, after the virus 
lockdown, and it would be 
great to see greater numbers 
on the riverbanks, too, so long 
as they all take their litter 
home, of course! 

Tight lines to everyone. 


NORTH ^ 
WEST 4* 


Ian Chapman 

Chorley-based Chappy champions rivers, 
canals and stillwaters all across the region. 

Tel: 07510 405123 

Email: ianchappy@yahoo.co.uk 


RIVERS 

River Calder 

Where? Abbey length, Whalley, 
Lancashire, BB7 9SS. Members 
only. Hyndburn & Blackburn AA 
membership £50. 

Tel: 01254 829558. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
This a hidden gem of a river. 

The river should be in good 
condition, following some rain to 
bolster the flow. Expect bumper 
hauls of dace to 6 oz from 
certain swims at the back of the 
Abbey, catches to over 20 lb. 
Also chub to 3 lb and a few 
decent grayling to 1 lb. 

Best tactics? Feed plenty of 
maggots and hemp to hold the 
ravenous shoals. For a decent 
chub, try a juicy lobworm, bread 
flake or a lump of luncheon 
meat. Whip fishing can be an 
enjoyable way to catch the dace 
quickly to-hand with an olivette 
rig. Stick float is also great fun. 
The swims near the Abbey are 
prolific most of the time, but 
other spots also produce fish if 
those are occupied. 

River Dane 

Where? Middlewich Road, 
Holmes Chapel, Cheshire, 

CW4 7ET. Bay Malton AC 
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membership £80 with no joining 
fee. Tel: 01270 820812. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

There could be a lot of weed, 
springtime having been so 
dry, and recent showers won’t 
have made much difference. 
However, there are going to be 
chub to 4 lb and barbel to 8 lb 
landed. Take a hike up or down 
from the bridge to find some 
excellent swims full of character, 
a dawn start best. Lots of fish 
have been spotted in pools in 
the Close Season, so hopefully 
they will have spawned and be 
ready to feed. 

Best tactics? An effective 
approach is to fish with big 
pellets, meat or bread on a 
straight lead. Alternatively, stick 
float with casters and hemp 
can bring some sizeable chub 
after some regular loosefeeding. 
Early and late sessions are more 
likely to work if the river stays 
low and clear, which looks set to 
be the case. 

River Douglas 

Where? Mains Lane, Bispham 
Green, near Ormskirk, 
Lancashire, L40 3SH. Members 
only. Wigan DAA membership 
£37. Tel: 01704 896252. 


What’s likely to get caught? 

A worthwhile head of fish, and 
early season should be a good 
time to target chub to 2 lb, 
maybe larger, with plenty of 
small dace, roach and perch. 
Barbel to 4 lb are also present, 
but not guaranteed. 

Best tactics? Roaming this 
small river and seeking out fish 
close to features such as deeper 
pools and down the edges of 
trailing bushes works well. Bites 
are likely to come quite quickly 
in new swims, so don't wait 
long before moving, no more 


than half an hour. Try maggots, 
worms and bread on size 14 
hooks. 

River Forth 

Where? Stirling, Scotland, FK9 
4TW. Free fishing for coarse fish. 
Tel: 01786 430400. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Local coarse anglers should 
sample the excellent sport, 
particularly for dace, some 
samples to 8 oz among huge 
numbers of smaller ones, 
mid-double-figure weights 
straightforward to accumulate. 


Small rivers such as the Douglas are always worth exploring, but a 
stealthy approach will improve your chances of catching well. 
















Access is easy and pegs are 
comfortable. 

Best tactics? Peacock waggler 
and red maggots, with heavy 
loosefeeding to draw the fish 
closer on this wide river. Three 
rod lengths out is an ideal 
starting area, with a lightly 
shotted 3AAA waggler and a 
size 18 hook to 0.10 mm hook 
length. Fish will come much 
closer with judicious feeding. 

River Goyt 

Where? Pear Mill, Stockport, 
Cheshire, SK6 2BP. Stockport 
& District Anglers Federation 
membership £31.50. 

Tel: 0161366 7253. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
There are no day ticket options 
on this top stretch by the mill, 
but if you live locally then 
membership is cheap. Home to 
a fair number of barbel to 10 lb 
and chub to 3 lb. Early season 
will be busy on the popular 
swims and is a peak month to 
catch fish, but it’s a tricky river 
and doesn't give up its quality 
fish easily, so be prepared to 
have to persevere. 

Best tactics? The well-known, 
large weir pool is an obvious 
hotspot for chub and barbel 


enthusiasts, most using a 
feeder. Elsewhere, try a stick 
float with maggots or casters 
for a good chance of some 
nice-sized chub. For the barbel, 
use meat, boilies or big pellets. 
Dusk and dawn are likely to 
be the main feeding spells 
at this time of year, so don’t 
oversleep. 

River Mersey 

Where? Paddington Bank, 
Warrington, Cheshire, WA13PB. 
Members only. Warrington AA 
membership £50 plus a £50 
joining fee. Tel: 01928 716238. 
What's likely to get caught? 
Be prepared for roach to 
10 oz being widespread on the 
lower reaches, some over 1 lb 
in catches to 20 lb. Also bream 
to 6 lb, dace, chub and perch to 
12 oz. 

Best tactics? Pole or long 
whip and stick float will bring 
the best catches, helping with 
bait presentation in this deep 
river. Try feeding plenty of red 
maggots or casters and hemp 
to attract and catch roach to 
8 oz. The sometimes elusive big 
bream may require some balls 
of groundbait to attract and hold 
them and then a feeder. 


River Ribble 

Where? Elston, Lancashire, 
PR2 5LE. St Helens AAand 
Wigan DAA memberships £40 
and £37 respectively. 

Tel: 07729 638222. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Levels look low, despite some 
showers, so the fish are likely to 
be shoaled tightly in the deeper 
glides. Considerable legwork 
will be required to locate them. 
Barbel from 3-10 lb and chub to 
4 lb will come to hard-working 
anglers though. It is likely to be 
very busy at first. 

Best tactics? Early starts or 
late finishes will mean more 


bites. Try fishmeal paste 
wrapped around a big halibut 
pellet, to avoid the eels. Use size 
12-14 forged hooks to at least 
8 lb line, 12 lb a safer option with 
the barbel. 

River Ribble 

Where? Walton-le-Dale, 

Preston, Lancashire, PR2 5AX. 
Free fishing. Tel: 01772 253476. 
What’s likely to get caught? 

Low, clear and weedy due to the 
lack of rain, which may make 
the going tough in the daytime. 
Float fishing for roach, dace 
and chub is a safe bet, probably 

Continued over» 
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Ian Chapman 

Chorley-based Chappy champions rivers, 
canals and stillwaters all across the region 

Tel: 07510 405123 

Email: ianchappy@yahoo.co.uk 


WHERE TO F 

NORTHWEST 



producing over 20 lb. 

Best tactics? Maggots or 
hemp and casters will bring 
some quality roach to over 1 lb 
in deeper swims. Try worms or 
small livebaits for perch to over 
2 lb. Feeder with maggots or 
pellets is a more relaxing way 
to tempt larger bream to 6 lb 
and maybe some chub to 3 lb 
as well. 

River Weaver 

Where? Hulses Island, off A556, 
Hartford, Northwich, Cheshire, 
CW81PP. Members only. 


Northwich AA membership £60 
and no joining fee. 

Tel: 07530 638502. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Bream have finished spawning 
and should be back on the feed 
again. It can be superb here for 
bream to 4 lb, along with roach 
to 10 oz, perch to 1 lb, skimmers 
and occasional chub. Catches to 
over 40 lb here once the bream 
are located on the far shelf. 

Best tactics? Open-end feeder 
to the far shelf with worms and 
red maggots on size 16 hooks 
to 014 mm hook links for the 


bream. Pole and casters and/or 
maggots on a size 18 hook for 
the other species. 

River Weaver 

Where? Red Lion, Winsford, 
Cheshire, CW7 3AA. Day tickets 
£5. Tel: 07712 471762. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

An easy-access stretch likely 
to be busy in opening week. 
Pleasure anglers can expect 
bream to 3 lb, roach to 
10 oz, perch to 1 lb, skimmers 
and hybrids. Early starts are 
recommended to secure swims 
and enjoy the best sport before 
it gets too busy. 

Best tactics? A medium-sized 
groundbait feeder or a pole 
feeder to get some bait down. 
Use casters in the groundbait 
to entice a larger stamp of fish. 
A well-controlled stick float can 
also bring lots of quality sport 
on the right pegs. Best hook 
baits are casters, maggots and 
worms. 

River Wyre 

Where? St Michael’s on Wyre, 
Churchtown, Lancashire, PR3 
OTD. Day tickets £6, from St 
Michael's garage. St Michael’s 


AA membership from £40 plus 
a £20 joining fee. 

Tel: 07522 495445. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

An intriguing and often tricky 
little river to fish. Chub to 5 lb, 
bream to 5 lb and possibly a 
barbel to 8 lb. The Bracken and 
Landhouses lengths are well 
worth exploring in summer. 

Best tactics? If it’s low and 
clear, first and last light are best. 
Try meat, bunches of maggots, 
lobworms and bread, flicking a 
bomb close to features as you 
explore. Keep tackle strong, 
minimum 5 lb main line, as it 
can be snaggy. 

Wincham Brook 

Where? Off Manchester Road, 
Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NT. 
Northwich AA membership £60. 
Tel: 07570 976539. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Grayling to 1 lb, chub to maybe 
2 lb, and decent numbers of 
chublets and dace. 

Best tactics? Use an 11 ft float 
rod to investigate a variety of 
swims with a light stick float or 
a 2 AAA Crystal waggler and 
maggots, giving each swim 20 
minutes until you find some fish. 



Target Baits 

Cost Effective Ingredients 













WHERETO FISH 

WALES 



Keith Williams 

The angling newshound is a former 
fishery inspector with the EA. 

Tel: 0752 650 3862 (before 9pm) 
Email: kewill23@sky.com 


Dry and not high 


W ITH only a few showers 
here and there so far 
in June, most rivers are very 
low, and so the start of the 
2020 rivers season may not 
be much to shout about. 

The Wye had a 3 in. rise 
on June 5, while the Severn 
had a small reservoir release, 


but the Welsh Dee continues 
to drop and is very low. It is 
also suffering a lot of illegal 
fishing between Chester 
and Holt, due to a lack of EA 
fishery protection during the 
pandemic. 

Some rivers need a good 
flood to kickstart the season, 


and many anglers are also 
asking whether tackle shops 
will be open in time, and will 
maggots be available or will 
they have to revert to bread, 
hemp, sweetcorn, worms and 
pellets. Here's my selection of 
the best river stretches to try 
on Opening Day. 



This was the catch of last season on the Wye. Cwmbram's Kevin Clark set an official river record last 
September with this 14 lb 12 oz barbel, caught below Hereford, on a glugged halibut pellet and a feeder 
of pellets. There were rumours that the fish was quietly caught at a heavier weight in past seasons, but 
Kevin’s fish was authenticated and quickly got recognition by the Barbel Society for their respected lists. 


RIVERS 

River Dee 

Where? Seven miles of water 
on the Welsh bank upstream of 
Almere, Holt and Crew Hill. 
Bridge St, Holt, Wrexham, 

LL13 9JG. Tel: bailiff Reg 
Williams on 07706 0868344. 
Dee AA membership £25, by 
arrangement on the bank or 
from local tackle shops, such 
as Chester Tackle Locker, CH3 


SEE, tel: 01244 345069, or 
Deeside Tackle, CH5 1QA, 
tel: 01244 813674. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Roach to 1 lb dace, chub to 
5 lb, barbel to 10 lb and pike to 
201b. 

Best tactics? Feeder, mashed 
bread and flake for the chub. 
Fish an 8 m line to-hand or a 
running line with maggots and 
a long rod or Bob’ gear with a 


50/50 mix of molehill soil and 
dark groundbait for the quality 
roach and dace on the pegs 
upstream of Holt Bridge. Robin 
Red pellets for the barbel. 

River Severn 

Where? Lower Leighton, 
Welshpool, Powys, SY21 
7BD. Day tickets £6, from 
David Cox on 01938 554226. 
Montgomeryshire AA 



membership £45 (includes 
lake fishing). Permits on club 
website. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Barbel to 12 lb, chub to 7 lb, 
dace, pike and grayling. 

Best tactics? The water lends 
itself to trotting with maggots 
and bread flake in the deep 
runs, or halibut and fishmeal 
boilies for the barbel. Stick float 
and maggots for the dace. 

River Taff and Lower Ely 

Where? Castle Street Bridge, 
Cardiff, upstream to the M4 
bridge. Glamorgan AC coarse 
membership £72 plus a £10 
joining fee, from Garry Evans, 
in Cardiff, on 02920 619828, or 
Ewenny Angling, in Bridgend, 
on 01656 662691. 

What's likely to get caught? 
Barbel to 12 lb, chub to 6 lb, 
pike to 30 lb and perch to 3 lb. 
Best tactics? Those in the 
know fish for the barbel and 
chub with meat or pellets. 
Lobworms for the perch, and 
the pike take shads on the Ely 
River, 

River Wye 

Where? Aramstone Estate 
Fishery, near Kings Caple, 
Hereford. Day tickets £20, 

Tel: Stan Turner, HR14TT, on 
07899 903744 for bookings 
and river reports. Disabled 
bankside access available. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Barbel to 14 lb, chub to 7 lb, 
roach and dace, and pike to 
251b 

Best tactics? Stan 
recommends the Whirley Hole 
for the barbel. Maggots and 
casters trotted early in the 
season is a good approach 
for the barbel, or Robin Red, 
halibut and Elips pellets with a 
groundbait feeder or PVA bags. 
The chub will take Robin Red 
boilies or trotted bread flake. 

Worries over Wye water 

-see story in news, pages 4-8. 


^ The River Dee at Sandy Lane is home to a variety of species. 
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WHERETO FISH 

NORTH EAST 



Alain Urruty 

Knowledgeable Yorkshireman who 
loves fishing all types of venues. 

Tel: 07808 367519 
Email: preston-a@sky.com 


RIVERS 

River Calder 

Where? Ship Inn, Calder Road, 
Mirfield, West Yorkshire, WF14 
8PJ. Mirfield AC membership 
£34. Tel: licence secretary on 
07887 712823 or Tackle 2 U 
Outwood Angling on 01924 
835443. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Roach, chub, dace, grayling 
and trout are the main target 
species, mixed bags to over 
30 lb on the cards. If the 
river is low, aim for the faster 
stretches. 

Best tactics? Stick float 
or waggler with casters or 
maggots and hemp is best 
here. Bomb with bigger baits to 
target better fish later on. 


The long wait is over 


T HE Glorious 16th is here, 
the Close Season is over 
and we are allowed to fish on 
rivers again. It seems to have 
been a long one this year, after 
heavy rain and floods ruined 
much of February and March. 

In real terms we have been 
off the rivers for four to five 
months, rather than the usual 
three, and I am ready to go 
again. I’ll be working until the 
weekend, but am planning a 
pleasure trip to the Trent on 
Sunday and am hoping for a 
quick evening session on the 
Don or Dearne before then. 


Although there are plenty of 
day ticket stretches of river in 
our area, there are many more 
controlled and looked after by 
clubs. 

The day ticket stretches 
tend to get very busy at the 
start of the season so, if 
you do like to fish on rivers 
regularly, it is well worth 
having a look at the waters 
offered by our local clubs. 

Leeds, York, Bradford City, 
Bradford No.l and Scunthorpe 
are a few that control 
hundreds of miles of rivers at 
affordable prices. For between 


£40 and £65 you can fish as 
often as you want on some 
of the best stretches in the 
region. 

All of the above clubs have 
excellent websites showing 
the waters that they run, so 
have a look and decide which 
is best for you. 

Below are a dozen rivers 
that I feel will be worth a try 
at the start of the season 
and through the summer. 
Wherever you go for your first 
river session, I wish you all the 
best, and make sure you send 
us your catch pictures. 



Plenty of fish to be caught on the Don at Sprotbrough. 


River Dearne 

Where? Denaby Ings Nature 
Reserve to Harlington, South 
Yorkshire, DN5 7FR (Harlington 
village). Free fishing on both 
banks. Tel: Paul's Tackle on 
01709 862558. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Expect chub, bream, roach, 
perch, ide and carp. Also some 
good barbel, but they are 
elusive. 

Best tactics? To target the 
better chub, roach, ide and 
bream, float fish or leger 
bread with liquidised bread 
in an open-end feeder or 
baitdropper. Lobworms, pellets 
or meat also worth a try. Plenty 


of smaller fish to be had on a 
float and maggots. 

River Don 

Where? Sprotbrough, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, 
DNS 7NB. Day tickets £4. 
Rotherham & District UAF 
membership £25. 

Tel: 01709 583452. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Expect some good bags of 
bream above the weir. The early 
pegs offer the best bream sport 
and the shortest walks. Also 
plenty of roach, perch, hybrids, 
dace and chub all through. The 
weir pool itself produces barbel 
as well, but there aren’t many 


pegs and they are very popular. 
An early start is needed to get 
on, and night fishing is not 
allowed on any of the club's 
waters. 

Best tactics? Groundbait 
feeder with chopped worm 
and casters with maggots or 
worms on the hook is best for 
the bream. Long pole, whip, 
stick float or Bolo’ with loosefed 
bronze maggots for mixed bags 
of smaller fish, along with a few 
bream. Legered bigger baits 
in the weir pool to target the 
barbel. 

River Hull 

Where? Beverley Shipyard, 
Grovehill Road, Beverley, East 
Yorkshire, HU17 0SG. Free 
fishing. Tel: Hull Angling Centre 
on 01482 703485. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Roach, perch, skimmers 
and eels are the main target 
species. It is tidal, and the level 
can rise by a few feet, so take 
care when setting up. 

Best tactics? Pole with heavy 
floats and flat floats work well 
to slow the bait down in the 
fast, tidal flow. Big stick floats 


and Bolo’ tactics also score 
well, using maggots, casters 
and hemp, and groundbait or 
a baitdropper to get the feed 
to the bottom. Feeder or bomb 
also worth a try. 

River Nidd 

Where? Cowthorpe, Wetherby, 
West Yorkshire, LS22 5EZ. 
Members only. Bradford No.l 
AA membership £55 plus a £20 
joining fee. Tel: 01274 571175. 
What's likely to get caught? 
This prolific stretch regularly 
produces good chub and 
barbel as well as dace, grayling 
and pike. The pegs in the fast 
water below the weir are the 
favourites at the start of the 
season, but fish can be found 
all through. Look for a good 
pace close to features. 

Best tactics? Stick float with 
maggots, casters and hemp or 
bomb with meat or pellets best. 

River Ouse 

Where? Naburn Lock, Naburn, 
York, Y019 4RU. Members only. 
York & District AA membership 
£46. Tel: 01904 215105. 

What's likely to get caught? 
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Feeder with chopped worm and 
casters will get you among the 
bream if they’re feeding, and 
pole with hemp and tares will 
produce good catches of roach. 




A tidal stretch that offers great 
bream sport as well as roach 
and small barbel. The pegs 
just below the weir are the 
ones to aim for, to get the best 
bream sport, bags of over 
100 lb reported. The tide 
‘freshens’ the river twice a day, 
so sport is consistent even 
in hot weather, but it can be 
muddy and messy, as the river 
rises and falls several feet each 
time. 

Best tactics? Open-end feeder 
with groundbait and plenty of 
chopped worm and casters 
with maggots or worms on the 
hook for the bream. Heavy float 
tackle and maggots for the 
roach and skimmers. 

River Swale 

Where? Helperby Village, 

Ripon, North Yorkshire, Y061. 
Day tickets £5, from local 
shops. Helperby & Brafferton 
AC has a long waiting list for 
new members. Tel: 07919 
216500 or 07740 803434. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Barbel and chub will be the 
main target species at the start 
of the season, chub to 5 lb and 
barbel to doubles on the cards. 
Also roach, chublets and dace 
to be had if targeted with lighter 
float gear. 

Best tactics? Legered meat, 
pellets or boilies for the best of 
the barbel sport. Bread, cheese 
or lobworms for the chub. 

River Swale 

Where? Topcliffe, Thirsk, North 
Yorkshire, Y07 3RG. Leeds & 
District ASA membership £62. 
Tel: 01132 482373. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

A popular stretch that produces 
good early season sport with 
barbel to doubles in multiple 
catches, as well as some good 
chub. 

Best tactics? Legered 
boilies, pellets and meat is 


most popular for the barbel, 
while bread, lobworms and 
cheesepaste work for the chub. 

River Tees 

Where? Bowesfield, Queen 
Elizabeth Way, Stockton-on- 
Tees, Durham, TS18. Free 
fishing on south bank. North 
bank controlled by clubs 
affiliated to Lower Tees AA, 
such as Thornaby AA, at £52 
plus a £25 joining fee. 

Tel: Cleveland Angling Centre 
on 01642 677000. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Bream, skimmers, roach and 
perch will feature in early 
season catches, bags to 30 lb 
on the cards if conditions are 
right. 

Best tactics? Groundbait 
feeder and long pole are 
perhaps the most consistent 
methods, using chopped worm 
and casters and maggots. 

River Trent 

Where? Newark Dyke, 

Power Station, Long Lane, 
Farndon, Newark-on-Trent, 
Nottinghamshire, NG24 4SU. 
Day tickets £5. Newark & 
District Piscatorial Federation 
membership from £35 plus 
a £30 joining fee. No night 
fishing. Tel: secretary on 
01636 683135. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Some huge barbel well into 
doubles to be had, but a bit of 
extra water and colour would 
help. Good bags of bream 
also on the cards early in the 
season, along with roach, 
perch, dace and eels. The 
lower numbered pegs are the 
favourites above the weir, but 
fish can be caught all through. 
Early morning and late evening 
always produce the best sport. 
Best tactics? To target the 
barbel, you won’t go far wrong 
with simple leger or feeder and 
halibut pellets, boilies or meat. 



mmm 


River Trent 

Where? Torksey, White Swan, 
Newark Road, Torksey Lock, 
Lincolnshire, LN12EJ. Day 
tickets £5. Tel: 01427 717492 
or 07732 270673. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

A great tidal stretch that 
produces good bags of bream 
and hybrids as well as barbel 
to doubles and some cracking 
perch to over 3 lb. Check the 
tides before setting up, as the 
river rises and falls rapidly. 

Best tactics? Bomb or feeder 
with meat, halibut pellets or 
boilies to target the barbel. 
Open-end feeder with chopped 
worm and casters feed and 
maggots, worms or corn on 
the hook for the bream and 
hybrids. Lobworms in the edge 
on a float or light leger to target 
the big perch. 


River Wharfe 

Where? Boston Spa Town 
Centre, West Yorkshire, LS23 
6HD. Day tickets £5, from the 
village newsagent's. Tel: Acomb 
Tackle on 01904 785237. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Barbel and chub will be the 
main target species at the start. 
This stretch offers several miles 
of fishing between Boston Spa 
and Newton Kyme, plenty of 
features meaning fish can be 
caught in most conditions with 
careful swim selection. 

Best tactics? Legered meat, 
pellets, boilies and lobworms 
with bomb or feeder for the 
barbel. Either bait a peg and 
wait or rove until you find them. 
Both approaches can work 
really well, but it can get busy 
early in the season. 


Brother John with a 
good bag of bream from 
Newark Dyke, on the Trent. 
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Tom Legge 

Cambridgeshire angling coach who is always 
fully informed with the latest fishery news. 

Tel: 07801 627465 

Email: tomlegge@yahoo.com 


Why you can’t beat a club 


A S a new rivers season 
dawns amid this 
Covid-cautious summer, the 
big value option of joining an 
angling club has never made 
more sense. 

Spare money is certainly 
tight for many right now. 

The prospect of shelling 
out somewhere between 
30 and 100 quid for club 
membership might seem 
too much to justify, while a 
tenner or less for a day on 
a commercial is far easier 
juggled within the weekly 
cashflow. 

I know full well that many 
anglers don’t fish rivers at all 
nowadays, but this week’s 
Where To Fish section theme, 
on the still-Glorious 16th of 
June, is all about river fishing. 
For the unconverted, reports 
from lakes will be back next 
week. 

For many river anglers, 
joining a club will be the 
only way to participate this 
season, because some clubs 
- including Norfolk giants 
Norwich DAAand Great 



It's time to 
explore our 
wonderful 
rivers. 


Yarmouth & Norfolk County AA 
- won’t be selling day tickets 
this year, having decided to 
put the safety of their bailiffs 
and regular club members 
first. However, very affordable 
annual membership is still 
available. 

My own club, Cambridge 
FPAS, has left the decision on 
whether to sell day tickets at 


all, or how to sell them safely, 
to individual bailiffs. If you see 
me on the Old West River at 
Stretham, I’ll be carrying a 
landing net on a 3 m handle 
with a baitbox inside, and 
I’m happy to accept cash 
payments for day tickets or 
club card sales. 

Other clubs are selling only 
via the phone or internet. I've 


heard that King’s Lynn AA 
has bought a couple of card 
readers, for contactless 
on-the-bank transactions. 
Where there’s a will, there’s a 
way! 

My message to you is to get 
out there and enjoy the new 
rivers season, but please make 
your own safety and that of 
others the priority at all times. 


DRAIN 

Middle Level Main Drain 

Where? Magdalen, Norfolk, 
PE343EW. Day tickets £5. 

King's Lynn AA rivers and drains 
membership £44. Tel: Darren 
Reed on 07984171874. 

What's likely to get caught? 
Bream and tench to over 5 lb 
are early season targets on 
the section from Peppers to 
Magdalen High Bridge of this 
wide, deep and reed-fringed 
drain. Pre-baiting swims is 


always worth the effort, and a 
surprise carp or two could also 
turn up. Mixed bags of rudd, 
skimmers, roach, perch and eels 
are on the cards for pleasure 
anglers. 

Best tactics? Big hits of bream 
usually fall to feeder, with big 
hook baits such as double or 
triple corn or dendrobaenas 
over a bed of groundbait and 
pellets towards the far bank. 
Boilies and pellets are also 
worth a try. Pole with maggots, 


corn, bread or casters over light 
groundbait or loosefed hemp at 
6-11 m for mixed bags of silver 
fish. 

RIVERS 

River Bure 

Where? Horning, Norfolk, 

NR12 8PF (nearby tackle shop). 
Members only. Norwich DAA 
membership £30. Tel: Tony 
Gibbons on 01603 400973. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Skimmers and hybrids of 6 oz 


to 1 lb 12 oz, backed by bream 
to over 4 lb and a smattering 
of roach, eels and perch are 
set to provide busy sport, nets 
of over 20 lb possible. Boat 
traffic will be way beyond the 
usual summer levels, meaning 
decent sport should continue 
throughout the day rather than 
just at dawn and dusk. 

Best tactics? Groundbait 
feeder with double red maggot 
or small worm segments 
cast between mid-river and 
two-thirds across is reliable 
for the skimmers. Pole, long 
whip, waggler or stick float with 
maggots over loosefed hemp for 
mixed bags. 

River Cam 

Where? Chesterton to Milton, 
Cambridge, CBS 9HZ. Day 
tickets £7. Cambridge FPAS 
membership £45. Tel: Graham 
Tweed on 01223 234616. 

What's likely to get caught? 
Hefty hauls of bream to 5 lb 
predicted from swims between 
the railway bridge and the 
white house on the Long Reach 
section at Chesterton. Chance 
of chub to over 4 lb from pegs 
opposite the moored boats at 
Fen Ditton and above Baitsbite 
Lock. The sewer outfall above 
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the A14 bridge is an ever-reliable 
area for skimmers, big eels and 
occasional tench. Mixed bags 
of chublets, dace, bleak, small 
roach and perch throughout. 
Best tactics? Slow flows and 
floating weed could hamper 
sport, but rowing boats will 
be less of a problem than 
usual. Small crumb feeders 
with double worm, corn or red 
maggot hook baits on long hook 
links for the bream. Shallow 
waggler for the chub and 
mixed silver fish. Long pole for 
skimmers in the deeper pegs 
around the A14 bridge. 

River Ivel 

Where? Biggleswade to Sandy, 
Bedfordshire, SG191NH. 
Members only, through Ivel 
Protection Association-affiliated 
clubs, including Biggleswade 
& Hitchin AA, at £75. Tel: Neil 
Sampson on 07833 475693. 
What's likely to get caught? 
Ivel expert Neil Sampson rates 
the Biggleswade Common 
section for opening week action 
with chub of 2-4 lb, plus a 
chance of a few topping 5 lb and 
perhaps even a rare ‘6’. Perch 
to 3 lb also possible. Access is 
good, with only a few swims on 
bends towards the downstream 
end overgrown with vegetation. 
Best tactics? Roving best for 
the chub, trotting bread flake 
or sweetcorn or link legering 
balanced crust on a quivertip. 
Lobworms for the perch. 

River Thurne 

Where? Martham and 
Coldharbour, Norfolk, NR29 5JE. 
Free fishing or Norwich DAA 


membership £30. Tel: Lathams 
Tackle on 01692 670080 
or Tony Gibbons on 
01603 400973. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Bream to 5 lb, plenty of 
skimmers and occasional 
hybrids, eels and perch are 
forecast. Roach numbers will 
increase as July approaches. 
Best tactics? Ground bait 
feeder, long pole, whip to-hand 
or waggler with maggots, 
casters, hemp and chopped 
worm. The lack of boat traffic 
due to lockdown restrictions has 
led to clearer water than usual 
for the time of year, coupled 
with an abundance of natural 
food, so be prepared to scale 
down your end tackle if sport is 
slow. Single maggot on a size 18 
or 20 hook with a long hook link 
could make all the difference on 
a feeder, or strung shot rather 
than bulk-down rigs on a pole. 

Suffolk Stour 

Where? Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 
1WH. Day tickets £6 in advance 
from Just Fishin’ tackle shop; £7 
online from the club’s website. 
Sudbury & Long Melford DAA 
membership £80. 

Tel: 01787 313882. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Club stalwart John Weddup 
recommends the Priory, Friars 
and Pecks Meadow stretches in 
Sudbury town for early season 
action with bream to 5 lb, rudd 
to 1 lb, perch to 3 lb and roach, 
which go to over 2 lb. 

Best tactics? Float fished 
bread punch, casters, corn and 
hemp for the roach and rudd. 
Bream and perch on worms. 



£185pp 


TALK TO US TODAY ABOUT PLANNING YOUR 2021 ANGLING HOLIDAY! 


HOLD ON TO THAT 
ANGLING FEELING! 


GREAT VALUE ANGLING HOLIDAYS - CALL 01246 221717 TODAY! 

Ireland offers a great fishing holiday experience with wild waters, 
a variety of species plus scenic locations. Our friendly and 
helpful staff are here to talk to you by telephone and answer your 
questions. Its good to talk and we are here to listen and assist. 
Lots of great holiday ideas and offers for 2021 so do give us a 
call. All holidays are ABTA bonded. 


McGuire’s Cottage (SC) 

Drumshanbo 

2 and 3 bedroom cottages 
beside Acres Lake and within a 
short drive of the River Shannon 
and Lough Allen. Onsite bakery. 
Good fishing for bream, roach, 
hybrids and pike. 


***** 


* 


Killyhevlin Chalets (SC) 

Enniskillen 

Modern 2 bedroom chalets right 
beside the River Erne and only a 
mile from town. Hotel facilities 
adjacent. Excellent fishing for 
roach, hybrids, bream and pike. 


all based on vehicle +4 people 


All with Stena Line 
sailings UK to Ireland 


Stena Line 


Visit our website at: www.anglersworld.tv 


Anglers 
World 

Holidays %r ^ ■ f 


In conjunction with 


Ireland^ 


®ABTA 


anglersworld.tv 


BOOKING NOW - CALL OUR EXPERTS ON 01246 221717 
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Steve Lockett 

The travelling angler with Midlands roots 
enjoys finding new venues. 

Tel: 07968 185681. 

Email: stevenlockett63@gmail.com 



Savour the Sweet Sixteenth 


Swims don’t come more iconic than this chub 
hotspot in the centre of Monmouth. Steve casts a 
lure hoping to hook one of the big cruisers. 






W HEREVER you end 

up on Opening Day, I 
hope it is a great session. 
Opening Day is often a 
disappointment, because 
the rivers are either flooded 
or painfully clear. Let’s hope 
that’s not the case this time. 

The thrill of June 16th 
provides some anglers with 
the impetus to target an 
iconic river stretch rather 
than what's on their doorstep, 
while others prefer to 
reacquaint themselves with 
whichever river is closest to 
their home. 

The upsurge in interest 
in fishing rivers has been a 
success for running water 
fans and drawn attention to 
the river environment. Every 
week there seem to be stories 
about pollution incidents 
or suggestions of 
over-abstraction of water 
from these precious systems. 

Once again, anglers on the 
bank will be the vital eyes that 
can spot such problems and 


alert the authorities. 

Wherever you plan to start 
the season, I hope that you are 
successful, but most of all I 
hope that we can all continue 


to make the most of being 
beside a beautiful river, full of 
fish and all of the associated 
life that means that our 
waterways are thriving. 


Don’t forget to send details 
through of any significant 
catches that you have, and 
any stretches that you haven’t 
seen mentioned. 


RIVERS 

River Derwent 

Where? Derby, from DEI 3FG 
(city centre) downstream to 
DE217BB (parking). Day tickets 
for some areas priced £7, from 
Nathan’s of Derby. The Earl of 
Harrington’s AC membership 
£42.50, from the club's 
website. Tel: 01332 515353. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Some cracking perch here, 
several 3 lb fish and others of 
1-2 lb caught regularly. Chub 
and barbel feature strongly, 
‘whiskers' well into doubles and 
chub around 4 lb. 

Best tactics? Feeder with 
worms, a whole lobworm on the 
hook and chopped samples in 
a feeder, will pick up all species. 
Some fish fall to lures worked 
around features. Aim to fish 
feature swims, casting close to 
either margin. A few casters in 
the feed will help hold fish, but 
worms are the key. 

River Nene 

Where? Brampton Arm, 
Boughton, near Northampton, 
NN6 8AA. Day tickets £5. 
Northampton Nene AC 
membership £38, in advance 
from Gilders, Wellingborough 
Road, Northampton, tel: 01604 


636723. For club details, 
tel: 01604 582362. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

Classic small river stalking 
territory on this natural stretch 
in the upper reaches. A few 
decent chub to 3 lb, as well as 
small roach and dace in nets of 
5-8 lb. Also plenty of wild brown 
trout. 

Best tactics? Light kit and 
roving best. Aim to fish the 
runs into and out of the deeper 
pools, especially those with 
good cover. Maggots and a 
stick float will bring a string of 
bites, but the fish will shy off 
after a run of action. Big bits of 
bread flake on a float or a small 
bomb for the chub. 

River Severn 

Where? Hampton Loade, 
Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 
6HD (parking £1 in former pub). 
Day tickets £8, on the bank, 
give access to the top three 
meadows. Kinver Freeliners 
membership £120, access 
all through. Waiting list for 
membership. 

Tel: 07773 513822. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Big roach may not be 
everybody’s idea of an early 
season target species, but 


here they are very much on the 
cards, including fish of over 2 lb. 
Barbel will be the main target, 
with plenty of fish around 4 lb 
and a chance of a double. Chub 
in sizeable shoals, individual 
fish averaging 3 lb and some 
pushing 6 lb. 

Best tactics? For the roach, 
float fish banded hard pellets in 


the deeper nearside is best. Use 
a top-and-bottom float for good 
control. Unusually, hot days 
and a low river seem to offer 
the best conditions. If the river 
is high, the same tactics but 
scaled-up will be spot-on for 
the barbel. Feeder fans should 
use groundbait and pellets, 
but still fish the nearside for 



Stunning roach like this 2 lb 12 oz specimen for local Mike Bowkers are 
a realistic target at Hampton Loade, on Kinver Freeliners’ stretch of the 
might River Severn, £8 day tickets available on the bank. 
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‘whiskers’. Lobworms or lumps 
of meat or paste are better if 
the water is coloured. Floating 
crust under far bank branches 
for the chub. 

River Soar 

Where? Aylestone Meadows, 
Leicester, LE2 8LZ. Day tickets 
£4. Wigston AS membership 
£20, both on the bank, 

Tel: 07860112000. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Roach, perch and skimmers 
the main targets. Most fish 
will be 4-8 oz, but a few may 
push towards 1 lb. There are 
some big chub along here, with 
fish to 4 lb wherever there are 
overhanging trees. If the river is 
coloured, expect some bigger 
bream in the dog kennels area. 
Best tactics? Maggots or 
pinkies over groundbait at 
6-11 m on a pole and short line 
rig for mixed nets. Add a little 
chopped worm if the perch 
are showing and there’s a 
chance of a better fish. Bread 
punch over liquidised feed 
will bring larger stamp roach 
and skimmers. Maggots on a 
wagglerfor the chub, keeping 
a regular amount of feed going 
in to pull the fish. A small 
groundbait feeder cast towards 
the far side with pieces of worm 
or double maggot for the better 
fish in coloured water. 

River Teme 

Where? Mill Lane, Eardiston, 
Worcestershire, WR15 8JJ. 
Members only. Birmingham AA 
membership £40. 

Tel: 01562 882116. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
This popular stretch has a 
long sweeping bend and gravel 
beds running down to a long 
straight offering varied water 
under most conditions. Barbel 
to doubles are caught here 
regularly and there’s also a 
good head of quality chub. 
Expect roach, dace and some 
grayling on the straight. 

Best tactics? Feeder with 
fishmeal groundbait and 
scalded pellets is best for the 
barbel and chub. A banded 
8 mm hard pellet is the top 
hook bait, but meat, corn or a 
lobworm are top alternatives. 
Stick float with casters for 
mixed bags on the straight. 

River Tern 

Where? Peplow Mill, near 
Ollerton, Shropshire, TF9 2BU. 
Hodnet AC membership £45 
plus a £5 joining fee. 

Tel: 07970 181824. 


What’s likely to get caught? 

Another diminutive river length, 
but all the more intriguing for 
its size. Chub around 2 lb will be 
the most obvious target. Also 
some 2-8 oz roach and perch 
and a chance of a feisty pike or 
trout to get the heart racing. 
Best tactics? Look to catch 
fish going into or on the back 
of the many sharp bends 
throughout this stretch. Bread 
flake on a running bomb for 
the chub, or try walking down 
the bank following a few pieces 
of crust to find the fish. 

Maggots with a stick float for 
mixed nets. 

River Trent 

Where? Swarkestone, 
Derbyshire, DE73 7JB. Derby 
Railway AC coarse membership 
£55 plus a £15 joining fee. Night 
permits £15 extra. 

Tel: 01332 792807. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Upstream of the bridge 
is steadier water, fishable 
under all but the highest 
water conditions. Silver fish, 
including some nice bream and 
skimmers, can be expected 
here. Downstream is faster, 
shallower water with dace, chub 
and barbel the main targets, 
including some ‘whiskers' to 
doubles. 

Best tactics? Long pole, pole 
to-hand or feeder in the deeper 
water, with dead maggots or 
casters over groundbait. In 
the faster water, stick float 
or waggler with maggots for 
mixed nets. A large groundbait 
feeder with pellets works best 
for the barbel. 


River Trent 

Where? Thrumpton, 
Nottinghamshire, NG11OAZ. 
Notts Fed membership £38, 
available online. 

Tel: 07526 048801. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Big chub nets were once a 
target here in the faster water 
early season. Nowadays, barbel 
and carp are more frequently 
on the menu, with plenty of 
fish to doubles. Some roach 
and dace, but less likely early 
season. 

Best tactics? Big river feeder 
work with boilies or banded 
8-12 mm hard pellets will 
bring both barbel and carp. 
Block-end feeder with plenty 
of maggots and hemp best to 
target the chub. 

River Wye 

Where? Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire, HR9 7BT. Day 
tickets £10, on the bank or 
from Fishers, High Street, 

Ross. Tel: 01989 218080 or 
07468 560845 for Ross AC 
membership, costing £65 plus 
a £25 joining fee. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
This town centre length has 
barbel potential as well as 
being good for mixed nets of 
silver fish. A mix of fast water 
areas and deeper swims with 
smooth glides offers a variety 
of opportunities. Barbel of 
6-10 lb, chub of 2-4 lb and pike 
pushing 20 lb, along with roach 
and dace. 

Best tactics? Float fishing with 
bread or maggots will bring 
action from a mix of species 
and a chance of some chub. 


Feeder with dampened pellets 
in the faster flows for the 
barbel. 

Warwickshire Avon 

Where? Stannells and Seven 
Meadows, Stratford-upon- 
Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 
9SE (Stannells) or CV37 
9LE (Greenway for Seven 
Meadows). Day tickets 
£5, on the bank for Seven 
Meadows only, or membership 
of Stratford AA £40, from 
Stratford Fishing and Outdoors. 
Tel: 01564 793260. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Opportunities to target fish, 
from roach and dace through 
to decent barbel and chub and 
slower water tench and bream. 
Best tactics? You can use a 
stick float or waggler in the 
faster swims, or long pole 
over groundbait in the slower, 
deeper areas. Add casters 
and chopped worm to crumb 
before balling-in. Loosefeed 
maggots or casters with plenty 
of hemp in the pacy swims. 
Feeder with groundbait in the 
deeper, slower spots, with corn 
or worm hook baits, or banded 
pellets in the faster swims. 

Correction 

In the June 2 issue, I wrote 
that the Staffs-Worcester 
Canal from Mopps Farm 
to Ebstree Lock, near 
Worn bourne, Staffordshire, 
was covered by a Waterway 
Wanderers ticket, but it 
is controlled by Sankey 
AC, whose membership is 
currently full, and day tickets 
are not offered. 
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WHERETO FISH 

SOUTH WEST 



Brian Gay 

Somerset matchman turned specimen angler, 
loves to unearth hotspots across the region. 

Tel: 07768 612872 
Email: Brian62@mac.com 



Chub and bream in full flow 


T HEtime is upon us when 
the rivers are open again 
and in all their summer 
splendour and glory. 

I love river fishing, 
and these days tend to 
concentrate on my local River 
Tone, though I do love an 
occasional trip to the Dorset 
Stour. 

Chub are probably my 
favourite river species, as 
they can usually be relied 
upon to feed, including some 
decent-sized fish, and they 
fight hard. 

I am also partial to a big, 
slab-sided bream, and these 
two species should appear in 
opening week bag-ups across 
the region’s rivers. 

There will be some ‘ton-up’ 
(100 lb-plus) ‘slabfests’ from 
several rivers and drains, 
while chub venues should 
provide some solid, reliable 
sport, with 20-30 lb on the 
cards for many. 

Bream tend to shoal up 
in the same swims year-in, 
year-out, so local knowledge 
is the key. Being in the right 
swim is a big part of achieving 
success. Next you have to 
tempt them, but bream 
are quite predictable. They 
don’t tend to roam far, and 


often once you get one or two 
interested, the others follow 
like sheep. 

It never ceases to amaze 
me how every last 'slab' in the 
shoal seems to want to keep 
feeding even though there’s a 
big dent in the shoal, the result 
of some being caught already. 

Static pole rigs over crumb 
or a crumb feeder is usually 


the way to target the bream. 

When it comes to chub, 
the bigger fish often hang out 
in certain feature pegs, but 
they are usually more mobile 
than the bream, and can be 
drawn to you with regular 
loosefeeding. 

A great way to spend a 
summer session is travelling 
light and catching a few chub 


from different swims as you 
wander a section of river. 

You can adopt a legering 
approach, dropping a rig 
baited with bread, cheese 
or meat into likely spots, or 
wander with a bait smock 
or bag of maggots and trot 
suitable swims. Either way, 
now is a great time to get out 
and bag-up on running water. 


Chub are a prime June 
target on the rivers. 


DRAIN 

King’s Sedge moor Drain 

Where? Greylake, Somerset, 
TA7 9BP. Day tickets £5. 
Bridgwater AA membership 
from £40. Tel: 07507 135836. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Usually plenty of fish opposite 
the Sowey confluence, at the 
bottom end of the section. 
Expect quality bream, some 
tench, larger perch and a good 
head of roach and rudd. When 
the bream feed well, really big 
bags can be enjoyed. 

Best tactics? Pole or waggler 
over loosefeed with maggots, 
casters and chopped worm 
works well. Corn can pick out 
a big bonus fish when the 
small fish are ravenous. Crumb 
feeder is a great way to bag-up 
when on the bream. 

RIVERS 

Bristol Avon 

Where? Pondfield and Barton 
Farm, Pound Lane, Bradford- 
On-Avon, Wiltshire, BA15 ILF. 
Airsprung Angling membership 


£27.50. Tel: 01225 766219. 
What’s likely to get caught? 

Some decent bream usually 
show up at Barton Farm, and 
they can feed in good numbers, 
providing some big bags. Roach 
are in most swims and chub are 
also there, good specimens in 
the feature swims. Many swims 
are good for 8-10 lb of small fish 
without the big bream or chub. 
Best tactics? Pole and worms 
or maggots over balled-in 
crumb for the bream, or a 
crumb feeder. Pole and casters 
or maggots over crumb scores 
for the ‘bits’, or on the chubby 
pegs try a waggler shallow, 
loosefeeding lots of maggots. 

Bristol Avon 

Where? Saddler’s Mead, 
Chippenham, Wiltshire, 

SN15 3QP. Day tickets £6. 
Chippenham AC membership 
£42. Tel: 07740 723603. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Bream and skimmers are 
usually a feature of early 
season catches through the 


town waters. Also plenty of 
roach through this section, 

8-10 lb bags usually achievable. 
Perch to 2 lb can also put in an 
appearance. Chub can be found 
a bit further upstream, from 
the Golf Course up through 
Westinghouse Drain. 

Best tactics? Pole or feeder 
for the bream and skimmers, 
using crumb, worms, red 
maggots and casters. Pole and 
hemp can be very good for the 
roach, while the perch fall to 
worms. 

Dorset Stour 

Where? Blandford Forum, 
Dorset, DT117AW. Day tickets 
£6. Blandford DAC membership 
£40. Tel: 07525 966187. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Expect small roach and perch 
with a few bonus fish upstream 
at Durweston. Some big bream 
can show up at The Poplars, on 
the top end of Crown Meadows, 
in the town waters. There’s a 
chance of a few big chub below 
Crown Meadows. 


Best tactics? Maggots, casters 
and worms with a stick float or 
waggler. Bread is worth a try for 
the bigger fish. 

Dorset Stour 

Where? Longham, Millhams 
Mead, Bournemouth, Dorset, 
BH119LQ. Free fishing. 

Tel: 01202 451629. 

What's likely to get caught? 
Popular for the big barbel and 
chub that live here, so it can be 
busy early season. Some huge 
barbel have been caught here 
in the past, low-to-mid doubles 
the prize. The chub tend to be 
3-5 lb, and small roach and 
perch are abundant. 

Best tactics? Leger pellets 
or boilies for the best chance 
of a barbel, and this will also 
pick up the chub. If weed is not 
too thick, trot maggots under 
a waggler, but feed heavily 
enough to keep the minnows 
at bay. The last few pegs above 
the weir are usually good for 
the chub, and also hold some 
big barbel. 
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The River Kenn is a good bet for the start of the season. 



Hampshire Avon 

Where? Winkton, Stony Lane, 
Burton, Christchurch, Dorset, 
BH23 7LA. Christchurch AC 
membership £170 plus a £20 
joining fee. Tel: 01202 480009. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Early season targets are 
the decent stamp chub and 
barbel. Bags of silver fish with 
a few chub and roach can be 
achieved by those seeking 
more bites at the expense of 
size. Some superb specimen 
roach in these waters, upper 
Winkton in particular producing 
some fine fish. 

Best tactics? The decent fish 
can be testing, but work the 
bank and you can usually find 
some. Legering with pellets or 
boilies is a good tactic for the 
big fish here. The chub can also 
fall for a piece of trotted flake or 
legered crust. Trotting casters 
or maggots under float tackle is 
good for bags of smaller silver 
fish. 

River Brue 

Where? Cowbridge Road, 
Street, Somerset, BA6 8DN. 

Day tickets £7. Glaston Manor 
membership £40. 

Tel: 01749 673786. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

A good bet for big fish of several 
species, along with a good head 
of roach. Large bream and 
tench to around 6 lb usually the 
bonus fish. Double-figure 
weights of small roach the 
normal target, without the 
‘lumps’ showing up. A few big 
chub and perch are also a 
possibility. Some big carp tend 
to show at Lydford and Barton 
Road. 

Best tactics? Pole, feeder or 
waggler with casters, worms 
and maggots all likely to 
produce well. Try the allotment 
area at Barton Road for the 
carp, which can be tempted on 
boilies or pellets. 


River Exe 

Where? Countess Wear, 

Exeter, Devon, EX2 7DA. Day 
tickets £6. Exeter & District AA 
membership £52. 

Tel: 01392 668935. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Noted for its big shoals of dace, 
along with roach, a few chub 
and sizeable bream. Expect 
dace of 2-6 oz with occasional 
8-10 oz specimens. The chub 
and bream can be several 
pounds apiece. 

Best tactics? Waggler and 
maggots or casters shallow is 
best for the dace, or trotting 
with a stick float and maggots. 
Feeder with worms and casters 
can attract the bream, or boilies 
for the carp. 

River Huntspill 

Where? Woolavington, B3141 
Causeway, East Huntspill, 
Somerset, TA7 8DN. Day tickets 
£5. Bridgwater AA membership 
from £40. Tel: 07507 135836. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
There is often a good shoal of 
bream around this area early in 
the season. The fish can go to 
7-8 lb with smaller ones 
3-4 lb. A few of these is a 


decent return, but strike it lucky 
and a ‘ton-up’ haul could be 
yours. Plenty of small silver fish 
throughout, for bite-a-chuck 
action. 

Best tactics? Crumb feeder, 
red maggots and worms for 
the bream, from the middle to 
three-quarters across. Long 
pole and maggots or casters 
over crumb for nets of smaller 
silver fish. Some chunky roach 
can often show on corn. 

River Kenn 

Where? Clevedon, North 
Somerset, BS216QF. Day 
tickets £5. Clevedon DFAC 
membership £20. 

Tel: 07398198807. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
The favoured Strode Road 
section usually produces a 
few ’ton-up’ ‘slab’ hauls for 
a few lucky anglers. The fish 
are sizeable, some to 8 lb. 
Otherwise two or three bream, 
big tench to 6 lb or perch to 
over 2 lb can often be tempted 
among the smaller silver fish. 
Best tactics? Pole with 
chopped worm and casters is 
well proven here, but they can 
show on maggots and corn. A 


waggler to far cover can also 
produce fish. Crumb feeder will 
also work well. 

River Tone 

Where? Newbridge, New Road, 
West Lyng, Somerset, TA3 6LB. 
Day tickets £7. Taunton A A 
membership from £55 for two 
rods. Tel: 07753 120460. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Some huge bream bags, 
including fish to 8 lb, are an 
early season feature here. 

When they feed, 20-plus ‘slabs’ 
can give 120-140 lb hauls, 
before the shoals fragment and 
two or three ‘slabs' becomes 
more of the norm. Also plenty 
of bleak and roach, though the 
best redfin sport tends to come 
in a month or two. For predator 
anglers, expect some excellent 
perch and some good pike. 

Best tactics? Pole with 
worms, corn and casters over 
crumb for the bream, the ‘slabs’ 
showing in the swims a field 
or two above the sluice gates. 
Bleak right through on whip 
to-hand with maggots. Perch 
in the evenings on lures, swims 
around the sluice a good bet for 
some action. 
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WHERE TO FISH 

SOUTH EAST 



Duncan Charman 

Specimen angler with an incredible list 
of personal bests to his name. 

Tel: 07928 617006 

Email: duncancharman@me.com 


We're up and running 



H AVING spent little time 
bankside over the past 
few weeks, and having had 
my favourite time to fish, 
spring, taken away, I wonder 
what is in stall from now on. 

As long as no more 
spanners are thrown into the 
works, I will spend the rest of 
the season on running water, 
getting to know different 
stretches in summer and 
then focusing on catching a 
few big fish in autumn. 

The boat I had great 
plans for will come in handy, 
allowing me to get well 
away from the crowds and 
hopefully sample some 
unmolested water. 

Wherever you head for and 
whatever you target, I hope 
that you have a great season, 
from start to finish. 
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Chilling under the stars, waiting for the tip to knock. 


RIVERS 

Coppermill Stream 

Where? Walthamstow 
complex, Forest Road, 
Tottenham, London N17 9NH. 
Day tickets £15, from hut near 
the entrance. Season ticket 
£100. Summer opening 
7am-10pm. Tel: 07747 641179. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Carp well into the 20s are on 
most anglers’ minds, along 
with barbel to doubles, big 
chub and bream. 

Best tactics? I'm guessing 
that a few anglers will have 


been quietly and carefully 
pre-baiting over the past few 
weeks and will be adopting a 
stealthy approach with boilies 
for the carp. 

River Adur 

Where? Hatterell Bridge to 
Bines Bridge, Lock Lane, near 
Partridge Green, West Sussex, 
RH13 8RY (nearby). Henfield 
AS membership £75. 

Tel: 07467 125246. 

What's likely to get caught? 
A great stretch to target river 
carp, which go to around 


20 lb, along with a mix of other 
species, including bream, 
chub, even a few tench. 

Best tactics? It’s a good idea 
to take a walk on a hot day, as 
the carp can be found in the 
upper layers, and carefully 
introduce a few boilies. Your 
best chance of catching them 
is to return later with your kit 
in a stealthy manner. 

River Kennet 

Where? Beat 4, off Island 
Lane, Reading, Berkshire, RG2 
OHB (nearby). Day tickets £10, 


in advance from local tackle 
shops or online. Reading DAA 
membership £80. Nights from 
an extra £73. 

Tel: 01189 867430. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Noted pegs close to the 
confluence with the Foundary 
Brook expected to produce 
good bags of bream to over 

6 lb, along with a few big 
barbel, chub and carp. 

Best tactics? The bream 
respond to groundbait feeder 
or scaled-down carp rigs, 
worms, corn, dead maggots 
and small boilies worth a try. 

River Lea 

Where? Fishers Green, 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. The 
Fishers Green Consortium of 
Angling Clubs. Local angling 
clubs can join, including 
Billericay DAC, membership 
£100, including a joining fee, 
plus a £10 Fishers Green 
surcharge. Tel: 0844 335 3978. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Famous for its specimen fish. 
Anglers will be targeting the 
chub, which go to well over 

7 lb, barbel to over 15 lb and a 
few big carp. 

Best tactics? A stealthy, 
patient approach is needed 
here, using pellets, boilies 
and bread. Early mornings, 
evenings and into darkness 
best. 

River Lea 

Where? Kings Weir Fishery, 
Wormley, Broxbourne, 
Hertfordshire, EN10 6HD. 

Day tickets (8am-10pm) £12, 
bookable in advance, members 
(4am-10pm) £85. 

Tel: 01992 468394. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
Some specimens to be caught 
here, with barbel to over 14 lb, 
chub over 7 lb and a few big 
bream. Perch to over 3 lb and 
big pike also present. 

Best tactics? Specialist rigs 
for the barbel, with pellets 
and boilies, but bread flake on 
a float accounts for many of 
the big chub, and float fished 
maggots and worms can score 
for the perch. 

River Medway 

Where? Yalding Beat 1, Kent. 
Day tickets £5. CALPAC 
membership £65 plus a £25 
joining fee. Tel: 02087 779489. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

The roach should have 
spawned and be feeding. 

Find a shoal and expect some 
good bags of fish to over 1 lb, 
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along with skimmers and a 
few bigger bream to over 5 lb. 
Predators won't be far away, 
so expect to get occasional 
intruders. 

Best tactics? Pole or waggler 
with maggots or bread punch 
working, and bigger bream on 
groundbait feeder. 

River Mole 

Where? Norbury Park, 
Mickleham, Surrey, RH5 
6EA (nearby). Leatherhead 
DAS membership £70 plus a 
£20 joining fee. Tel: Surbiton 
Angling on 0207 0182134 or 


some surprises, having 
being stocked from floods on 
neighbouring lakes. Expect 
carp well into doubles, chub to 
over 4 lb, plenty of roach and a 
few big perch. 

Best tactics? A great venue 
for anglers that like to keep 
on the move, checking out 
every likely haunt and adapting 
to the changing conditions. 
Letting bits of bread float 
downstream on the surface will 
locate the chub, while trotting 
will produce silver fish, and a 
light leger with flake will catch 


the chub and carp. Travel light 
and check out all the deeper 
parts at low tide with a simple 
light leger rig and bread, 
maggots and worms. 

River Thames 

Where? Sandford Lock and 
meadow, Sandford Lane, 
Kennington, Oxfordshire, 0X4 
4YB. Day tickets £3. Littleton 
AC membership just £12, from 
local tackle shops, including 
Tony Gee at Ace Tackle & Bait, 
Kidlington. Tel: 01865 372066. 
What’s likely to get caught? 
Mainly bream and perch at the 
start of the season, but quality 
roach shoal up here at times 
throughout the year. There are 
also a few chub to over 5 lb, 
barbel and carp. 

Best tactics? Groundbait 
feeder down the middle with 
maggots or worms for the 
bream, and perch on worms 
with a waggler. 

River Thames 

Where? Southlea Farm, 
Datchet, Berkshire, SL3 9DA. 
Farnham AS membership £120 
plus a £30 joining fee. 

Tel: 07546 724317. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
This new stretch has a track 
record of producing specimen 
fish, including barbel to over 
15 lb, carp to 30 lb, specimen 
chub and bream, along with 
cracking silver fish sport. 

Best tactics? The oxygenated 
water below the Old Windsor 
Weir Pool is likely to be the 
hotspot in the first few weeks. 
Trot maggots for the silver 
fish early in the morning, 
groundbait feeder for the 
bream into darkness, and 
boilies and pellets at night for 
the barbel and carp. 



River Wey 

Where? Lower Eashing Lane, 
Eashing, Surrey, GU7 2QG. 
Godaiming AS membership 
£90 plus a £65 joining fee. 

Tel: 01483 428226. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
This stretch often produces 
a couple of big barbel in the 
first few weeks, fish to over 
15 lb landed. There are also 
chub to over 5 lb and a mix of 
other species, including a few 
grayling and trout. 

Best tactics? For the bigger 
fish, it pays to rove around with 
meat (if the crayfish allow), 
pellets or boilies, spending no 
more than 30 minutes in each 
spot. Small barbel and good 
chub along with other species 
on stick float and maggots, 
especially in the deeper, 
shaded areas. 

Wallers Haven 

and Pevensey Marsh Drain 

Where? Off the A259 near 
Pevensey, East Sussex. 
Members only. Tonbridge & 
District A&FPS membership 
£70 plus a £10 joining fee. 

Tel: 07947 557140. 

What’s likely to get caught? 
This can be a great venue for 
early season bream, with good 
bags of fish to over 4 lb, along 
with perch and roach. 

Best tactics? This deep 
drain has depths from 8-15 ft, 
so it lends itself to long pole 
or groundbait feeder with 
maggots and worms. 


SC Fuller on 01306 882177. 
What’s likely to get caught? 

Early season chub sport can 
be great, as long as they’re not 
spawning, fish to over 6 lb 
possible. Also a few barbel 
well into doubles and a few big 
perch. 

Best tactics? Trotting 
maggots or casters in the right 
swims can be deadly, as can 
roving with a light leger and 
bread flake. 

River Roach 

Where? Bradley Way, 
Rochford, Essex, SS4 1BU. 

Free fishing. Tel: Eclipse Baits 
on 07872 449023. 

What’s likely to get caught? 

This tiny tidal river holds 



John Middleton with a 
typical Lower Eashing 
Wey barbel. 
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Tel: 07971605143 

Email: laurence.pierce@ti-media.com 


EQUIPMENT 


TACKLE 

WANTED 


Vintage or modem, quality brands like 
Hardy, Fartow, Sage, Loop, Abel. 
Sell us your collection. 

Part exchange or trade welcome. 


[IMMEDIATE PAYMENT 


Call: John Stephenson: 07548 871985 
Email: john@thomastumer.com 
Website: www.thomastumer.com 


thomas turner 


H SERVICES 

Mmk 

RightLines Fencing 

’ 9 * 

Quality workmanship you can trust 
competitive prices you can afford 



Offering a wide range of bespoke services & boundary solutions to 
provide a safe & secure outdoor space for your home or business 



• Fence & Gate Installation * Fence Maintenance & 
Repair • Decking • Patios • Pet Proofing • Sheds & 
Summerhouses • Garden Structures 


Our services include... 


.and much more. For a free consultation or for 
more info - visit our website or contact us today 


www.rightlinesfencing.co.uk 
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HOLIDAYS - UK 



FINCH FARM FISHERY 


Located in the quiet rural countryside of 
Berkshire with onsite burger bar, tackle 
shop and 3 coarse fishing lakes. 


Contact Number: 07990525642 

Address: Finch Farm Fishery, Drift 
Road, Hawthorne Hill, Berkshire, 

SL6 3ST 

finchfarmfishery.com 
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Editorial Complaints 

We work hard to achieve the highest standards of editorial content, and we are 
committed to complying with the Editors’ Code of Practice (https://www.ipso. 
co.uk/IPSO/cop.html) as enforced by IPSO. 

If you have a complaint about our editorial content, you can email us at 
complaints@ti-media.com or write to Complaints Manager, Tl Media Ltd Legal 
Department, 161 Marsh Wall, London, England E14 9AP. Please provide details 
of the material you are complaining about and explain your complaint by 
reference to the Editors’ Code. 

We will endeavour to acknowledge your complaint within 5 working days and 
we aim to correct substantial errors as soon as possible. 
























































WEEKLY 
QUESTION 

Angler’s Mail fans have millions of years of experience, 
and answer a weekly question. This week... 


Which of your river catches 
are you most proud of? 



16 lb-plus fish for three years, so to go and catch a fish of 18 lb 9 oz was a 
dream come true. 




on the same day. 



2 \ 


Rob Williams: 

this unusual 
grass carp out of 
the Severn on 
Opening Day on 
floating bread. I’d 
seen it a few times 
cruising on the top, 
so I chucked a bit of 
floating crust at it. 



VT1 David Lister: this 
tXJ 11 lb brown trout 
from the upper Severn. 



A 


Joe Royffe: it’s difficult to choose one, but probably my long-standing 
PB chub of 7 lb 10 oz from the old Lea, in its heyday back around 
2013. Why? It was one of my favourite species, the company of fellow anglers, 
and the memories of the place at the time surrounding the capture. 




Tim 

Dabrowa: my 

PBrudd of 3 lb 2 oz 
from last year, from 
my local river. Rudd 
are my fave species, 
and it was great to 
finally get my target 
fish after five years 
of trying. 




A 


Alan 

Mills: this 
zander out of 
the Thames a 
few years back 
and featured in 
Angler’s Mail 
magazine. I held 
it forward a 
touch, but it 
weighed 
15 lb 2 oz. 


HAVE YOU MADE A GOOD RIVER CATCH 
EARLY IN THE NEW 2020/21 SEASON? 

Email photos and info asap to: 

anglersmail@ti-media.com 

You could appear in the mag soon! 
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Anglers 


YOUlt VIEWS this week 

E-MAIL YOUR LETTERS TO: amletters@ti-media.com 


Lack of understanding 
for ‘proper’ anglers 




TiOeCTS AW 


LANDING NET 
BY ALL ANGLERS 

NO FISH 
TO BE TAKEN 


Sign of the times? David McLachlan shared this picture with us as a 
reminder that quality fish are taken illegally and poachers often not 
caught, but ‘proper’ anglers that commit a slight misdemeanor can 
end up before the law courts and get handed heavy fines. 


M AYBE, as Ray Cleeter 
wrote (AM, April 7), 
not all Environment Agency 
officers are ‘jobsworths’ but, 
as I have written before, I can 
only try to paint a picture 
from incidents that I have 
witnessed myself and from 
what I've heard from others. 
Maybe I go fishing a lot more 
than Ray and therefore see a 
lot more? 

I recall watching a 
match on a small drain in 
the Cambridgeshire Fens 
when, out of nowhere, an 
EA officer flanked by two 
policemen came marching 
along the bank in stern 
business-like fashion, ready to 
ask everyone to produce their 
rod licences. 

I stood back and witnessed 
the scene with bewilderment 
when around 20-odd match 
anglers broke into boos and 
hissing. This contempt was 
obviously aimed at the EA 
officer. 

1 later found out that the 
EA officer in question was 
known for his lack of tolerance 
towards anglers, confirmed by 
a friend who was pulled 


up by the same bloke for the 
heinous crime of having his rods 
spaced 5 m apart instead of 
the required 3 m. I should point 
out this was on a featureless 
piece of water that he had all to 
himself. 

Despite being a lifelong 
conscientious angler 
who had always bought a 
rod licence, always cared for his 
fish, always used the correct 
equipment and returned his 
catch unharmed, as well as 
writing articles on fishing 
and fish welfare, his pleas for 
leniency fell on deaf ears. 

You would think that as a first 
offence, a warning might have 
been enough, but no, our man 
from the EA had to be seen to 
be doing his job, as I’ve been 
saying, with no tolerance, no 
mitigation. 

The outcome was a 
£300-plus fine for my friend, 
who in disgust has now 
completely given up angling. 

It’s obvious to me that 
the vast majority of EA 
‘enforcement’ officers are not 
anglers and do not understand 
angling in the same way as 
dedicated, seasoned anglers do. 


I live on the banks of the River 
Nene, I look out over the river on 
a daily basis, both here and on 
other waters I fish. I have now 
lost count of the number of times 
I've had to confront (without 
EA body armour or pepper 
spray) groups of two, three 
or four young men blatantly 
breaking angling rules by 
fishing in the Close Season. 

And just recently this was 
happening during the Covid-19 
full lockdown and the Close 
Season. They’ve also been fishing 
without proper equipment 
(spinning for pike with no landing 
net) or, worse still, laying down 


giflnets and baited set lines 
or stuffing dead fish into 
their bags. It has to be said 
that these people have all, 
without exception, had foreign 
accents. 

It puzzles me how the 
EA never seems to be able 
to catch these blokes, but 
can always seem to be able 
to catch ‘proper’anglers 
who’ve made slight errors of 
judgment such as having their 
rods spaced too far apart. Is 
it because the latter are an 
easier target? 

David McLachlan, 

Oundle, Cambridgeshire. 


Entitled to opinion 

DARREN COX (AM, June 2) 
gave us all a lecture about the 
Angling Trust and urged us 
to ‘Stump up or shut up!’ In 
essence he is saying that we 
have to pay to have a say - a bit 
like a poll tax. 

Darren is happy to genuflect 
at the altar of Jamie Cook, yet 
woe betide anyone who dares 
to criticise. 

Many years ago I was 
a member of the Anglers’ 
Conservation Association. 
When I have the cash I will 
join the Angling Trust and 
support the work that they 
do, but I still can't work out 
why they advocated a keepnet 
ban when pleasure fishing 
was reinstated. Does that 
make me an anarchist or 
subversive or maybe even 
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‘anti-establishment’? 

Darren very graciously tells 
me that I am entitled to my 
opinion, but if I don't pay up I’m 
not allowed to express it. Gee, 
thanks, Darren! 

Trevor Howard, via email. 

No to raw sewage 

I READ your article about 
Covid-19 risks being a concern 
for river anglers, due to human 
sewage entering rivers. 

Water companies really 
shouldn’t be dumping raw 
sewage in the rivers, and I can’t 
believe they get away with it. 

The Environment Agency has 
a lot to answer for, for allowing 
it in the first place. 

As well as being a river 
angler, I also do open-water 
swimming, and friends of mine 
have spent weeks in hospital 


because of suspected sewage 
discharge. 

Our rivers shouldn’t be used 
as a dumping ground by our 
water companies, which make 
billions every year for our 
services. It’s all about profit. 
David Sweeting, 
via Facebook. 

The right balance 

IT WAS quite a sight to see the 
112 lb 8 oz biggest carp caught 
by a British angler (AM, June 
2), and thank you for sharing it 
with us. I do not wish to knock 
the angler who caught it, I’m 
sure he fished very well for his 
many giants, but in my opinion 
this really is not where angling 
should be heading. 

The pursuit of the heaviest, 
such as fat carp that are fed 
artificially like at Euro-Aqua, 


in Hungary, is a real turn-off 
to many people that might 
otherwise warm to angling. 

Some Stillwater venues in 
the UK also need to question 
whether what they offer will be 
considered right by the public 
in times to come. I’m talking 
mainly about ones that have 
way too many fish, in order to 
facilitate massive match hauls 
several times a week, easy 
rod-bending pleasure success, 
or quick personal bests. 

This is why I buy and enjoy 
Angler’s Mail, as it’s not just 
about fish at all costs, you still 
share a lot of what I call ‘real 
angling, the type that I so hope 
will enjoy a revival. 

The only water I've fished 
in recent weeks has been one 
that I find is quiet, and that's 
only because I’ve needed a 





ALL-TIME EPIC CATCHES 

Our classic fishing series moves back in time 
via some of the most interesting catches, and 
this week we bring you a special look at... 


When hero John Wilson made one of 
the greatest ever float fishing hauls 


BRITAIN’S HEAVIEST CATFISH LANDED! 



The 112 lb 8 oz carp from 
Euro-Aqua, caught by Martin 
Davidson and seen on the 
Angler's Mail cover. 

fix before I can get back on 
the rivers, where I rarely see 
anyone else fishing. 

John Robinson, 

Horsham, West Sussex. 

Licence sales spike 

I READ in your recent reports 
about angling ‘booming’ as 
soon as lockdown was eased 
(AM, June 9), and would like to 
comment on May’s record for 
rod licence sales according to 
the Environment Agency. 

That’s wonderful to hear, 
and it proves that people 
really wanted to get out and 
fish, more than ever for most 
of us, I’m sure. But please 
let us remember that it was 
announced suddenly by the 


government early in May that 
angling could come back, 
and so there was a sudden 
stampede. 

These people buying rod 
licences will have held back 
from buying one until we got 
the green light, so instead of 
buying a licence in mid-to-late 
March or during April they 
delayed. 

There was no point in paying 
for something that we couldn’t 
use. When my family's second 
car had problems, and the tax 
and insurance ran out, I didn’t 
rush out and renew those until I 
could afford to fix it, so it sat on 
our driveway. My fishing tackle 
stayed in my house for weeks 
this spring, after a quick tidy up. 

When I usually buy my rod 
licence online, I always put the 
start date as the date when I 
think I will next fish. Back when 
lockdown started, March 23,1 
did not have a clue when I'd be 
fishing again, and nor did any 
other angler, unless they had an 
accurate crystal ball. 

Thank god we are fishing 
again everywhere now. It has 
quickly worked wonders for my 
own mind, even though I still 
worry about my job when I’m at 
home. I fish as much as I can, 

I’d even go as far as to say 
that my rod licence is better 
value than ever. I certainly do 
not begrudge the money to 
the EA, even if I was later than 
usual in buying my licence. 

Paul Mackin, 

Windsor, Berkshire. 

Boom time? 
Sales of rod 
licences surged 
in May. Fisheries 
reported record 
numbers, club 
memberships 
grew and, as of 
this week, most 
tackle shops 
reopened in a 
new, safer way. 


FEW filmed catches will be 
remembered as fondly as when 
the late, great John Wilson MBE 
landed his epic haul of nine 
double-figure bream on a float. 

Fishing back in 1994, John 
could have had many more, but he 
had a film crew with him making 
one of his half-hour Go Fishing TV 
shows and had to keep stopping to 
explain the finer points of how he 
was fishing. 

The venue was a 25-acre 
Stillwater in Norfolk that he called 
The Forgotten Lake, and John 
decided to tackle the 13 ft-deep 
swim with a large sliding waggler, 
to show how it should be fished. 

He’d pre-baited an area in the 
middle for two days with stewed 
wheat, casters, maggots, chopped 
lobworms and brown crumb. 
Sitting in a boat, he fed and cast 
near to an accuracy marker made 
from a suspended Coke bottle, 
which he removed after making 
the haul of surprisingly 
hard-fighting specimens. 

The biggest of the nine doubles 


weighed 13 lb 10 oz, and he added 
a roach/bream hybrid of 4 lb 1 oz 
and a 2 lb perch, all of which fell to 
his lob tail bait. 

John estimated that he could 
have had 20 or even 30 doubles 
that day, so ‘ravenous’ were the 
bream, and though on other visits 
he managed more doubles, up 
to 13 lb 14 oz, and a roach/rudd 
hybrid of 3 lb 15 oz, he never 
came close to repeating what he 
achieved on that misty September 
morning. 

Sadly, John died following 
a stroke in November 2018 in 
Thailand, where he lived his 
later years with his wife beside 
an idyllic lake. His legend and 
inspiration lives on in his many 
books and television appearances, 
which occasionally still get 
repeated on TV but can be found 
on YouTube and as DVDs. And his 
daughter, Lisa, launched the John 
Wilson Fishing Enterprise at the 
end of last year, to help troubled 
and needy children enjoy the 
therapeutic effects of fishing. 



As the dawn mist slowly lifted around 
him, and cameras rolled for Channel 4 
TV, angling hero John Wilson boated a 
procession of huge bream like this one. 





QUICK CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

I. G-Point hook brand 6. Scales, Heaton 

8. Fish with a bird-like beak 9. Argyll and Bute river 

II. Streamer and duck 12. Hound shark 13. 1.6 g shot 
15. Line 


DOWN 

1. Spiritual tackle brand 2. Method feeder accessory 
3. Match net 4. Kamasan match team 
5. Alan, The Complete Book of Sea Fishing 7. Unicorn whale 
9. Fox mesh 10. Sea net 14. Korda glug 


Answers to last week’s puzzle: 

ACROSS: 1 Hampton 5. Used 6. Ragi 7. Mask 8. Oxo 9. Trout 
12. AC 14. Riser 15. Baden 16. Fell 18. Sage 
DOWN: 1. Harbour 2. Maggots 3. Nuts 4. Adam 7. Moor 10. Reels 
11. Tea 13. Canal 15. Bag 17 EA 


Anglers 


We’re back 
next Tuesday, 
June 23. 

Home delivery of 

Angler’s Mail 

- see p.37. 
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PONDWOOD 


TtsAmes 
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Pop down to Pondwood Fisheries for excellent 
fishing in an idyllic Berkshire setting... 




m 










* 


« 




Lakel Legendary cat/carp with a record 176 
catfish caught in a one-night session. With 
recorded weights up to 511b it is the perfect 
venue for catching your first catfish! 


The Snake Recently revamped with match and 
pleasure angling in mind, this kilometre-long 
piece of water is stocked full of carp, barbel, 
bream, chub, tench, ide and roach. 


Also 


With a total of 5 fishable lakes and 92 match pegs, at Pondwood you will be spoilt for choice. We boast a 
brand-new cafe () that offers tasty refreshments at affordable prices. 
We have also recently been joined by CTjm S - so be sure to pay their shop a 

visit for all your angling supplies including Terminal Tackle, rods, reels, bait and much, much more! 


Check us out on: 


Pondwood Farm, Pondwood Lane, White Waltham, Berkshire, SL6 3SS 

(The site is easily accessible from M4, M40 and M25 motorways) 

For more information please call 01189 345299 or visit: 

www.pondwoodfisheries.co.uk 

























